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PARABLE OF THE TARES. 



Matthew xiii. 29, 30. 

" But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the 
tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let hoth 
grow together until the harvest.** 

The design of our blessed Lord in the 
text is^ to show that the wicked would 
be mixed with the good till the end of 
the world, and tha;t then, there will be a 
final separation between them. .He will 
then divide the tares from the wheat, the 
righteous from the wicked, the hypocrite 
from the sincere Christian, 

With a view to explain this subject, he 
gives us the admirable Parable of the 
Tares : " the kingdom of heaven," that 

B 



2 PARABLE OF THE TARES. 

is, God's method of governing the affairs 
of the world, and the concerns of his 
church, " is Ukened unto a man which 
sowed good seed in his field. But while 
men slept, his enemy came, and sowed 
tares among the wheat, and went his 
way. But when the blade was sprung 
up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared 
the tares also. So the servants of the 
householder came, and said unto him, 
sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy 
field ? Prom whence then hath it tares ? 
He said unto them, an enemy hath done 
this. The servants said unto him. Wilt 
thou, then, that we go and gather them 
up? But he said, Nat/: lest while ye 
gather up the tares, ye root up also the 
wheat with them. Let both grow toge^ 
ther until the harvest : and in the time of 
harvest, I will say to the reapers, gather 
up together first the tares, and bind them 
in bundles to burn them. But gather 
the wheat into my bam." * 
The minister of the gospel, in the dis- 

' Matth. xiii. 24—30. 
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charge of the sacred and important du- 
ties of his office^ has to address persons 
of different dispositions, of different cha- 
racters, and of different habits. The field 
into which Providence has sent him to 
labour, has its tares, as well as its wheat. 
Our Saviour has thus explained this 
useful and interesting parable, and illus- 
trated the present and future state of the 
gospel : " he that soweth the good seed," 
says he, " is the Son of Man^^ « The 
field is the world,'' in which the gospel is 
to be preached. " The good seed are 
the children of the kingdom,*' that is, 
good and pious men. '^ But the tares 
are " wicked men, who are here styled 
" the children of the wicked one. The 
enemy that soweth them, is the devil," 
who endeavours to corrupt our principles 
and ruin our souls. ^^ The harvest is the 
end 0/ the world,'' — the great day of judg- 
ment. ^* And the reapers are the angels," 
the heavenly messengers. " As there- 
fore the tares are gathered, and burnt in 

• Matth. xiii. 37. 
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4 PARABLE OF THE TARES. 

the fire ; so shall it be in the end of the 
world'' Our Saviour, the Son of Man,^ 
shall " send forth his angels, and they 
shall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that oflFend, and them which do iniquity, 
and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth. Then shall the righteous shine 
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father-"* 

After this beautiful explanation of our 
Saviour, it only remains for me to offer 
a few remarks on this subject for your 
instruction and improvement. 

Now, the first thing to be observed 
from the Parable is this, — that God created 
man in a state of innocence, " He made 
him in his own image and likeness,"^ 
that is, as St. Paul tells us, in " know- 
ledge,"^ *^ righteousness, and true holi- 
ness."^ 

In the figurative language of the Pa- 
rable, " he sowed good seed *' in his field: 

• Matth. xiii. 38—43. « Gen. i. 27. 

3 Col. iii. 10. * Ephes. iv. 24. 
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he made him holy and happy. But, in the 
second place, if you look around you and 
see what is going on in the world, what 
do you perceive ? Do you find that all 
men are holy and happy? Has man 
continued in a state of innocence ? Is 
he such as he was when he came origi- 
nally out of the hands of his Maker? 
On the contrary, is he not a fallen, a 
sinful, and corrupt creature, prone to 
evil? Are there not many vices, and 
crimes, and much misery in the world ? 
If you read the third chapter of Genesis, 
you will see that God denounced a most 
awful curse upon Adam for his disobe- 
dience : " And unto Adam he said, be- 
cause thou hast eaten of the tree of which 
I commanded thee, sapng, thou shalt 
liot eat of it: cursed is the ground for 
thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it 
all the days of thy life. Thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; and 
thou shalt eat of the herb of the field. 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread, till thou return to the ground; 
for out of it wast thou taken ; for dust 
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thou arty and unto dust shalt thou re-- 
turn:' * 

In the Parable before us, it appears 
that tares grew up with the wheat. In 
like manner we see in human life that 
good and bad men are mixed together ; 
in society, the evil are mingled with the 
good. 

The next inquiry, therefore, is, how 
does this happen ? " The servant of the 
householder came, and said unto him, 
sir, didst thou not sow good seed in thy 
field ? Whence then hath it tares ?" 
How is it that God's purpose of making 
men good and happy, has been so much 
defeated for a time ? How is it that 
there is so much sin and misery in the 
world ? 

Now it is here to be remarked, that 
God does not wish the death of the 
wicked. If men are wicked and miser- 
able, it is their own fault. The apostle 
assures us, that " God would have all men 
to be saved, and to come to the know- 

• Gen. iii 17—19. 
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ledge of the truth." • He ^* so loved the 
worlds that he gave his only-hegotten 
Son^ that whosoever helieveth in him^ 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." « 

Eternal death and misery, then, are 
not from God, who is the fountain of 
goodness : ^* an enemy hath done this,'' — 
the enemy of God and man. 

This part of the subject is fully illus- 
trated and confirmed in Scripture. Our 
first parents, left to their own free-will, 
received from God the most clear and 
express prohibition. But they disobeyed 
their Maker, listened to the temptations 
of the Devil, ate of the forbidden fruit, 
and thereby brought death into the world 
and all our woe. Thus *^ sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin." ^ And 
from that time wickedness and misery 
have abounded in the world, and many 
there are who are the slaves of sin, and 
may be called " the children of the 
wicked one." 

In this parable you see the malice and 

' 1 Tim. ii. 4. * John iii. 16. ' Rom. v. 12. 
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subtilty of the enemy of all righteousness 
employed to defeat the merciful design 
of the gospel. As the fall of our first 
parents in Paradise is ascribed to the 
malice and seduction of the wicked spirit, 
so is he represented here as the great 
adversary of the gospel dispensation, 
which is graciously intended to recover 
mankind from a state of guilt and corrupt 
tion to a state of grace and salvation. 
" For this purpose," says the apostlef, 
" the Son of God was manifested, that 
he might destroy the works of the devil," * 
and put us into a capacity of obtaining 
pardon, and grace, and eternal life. 

Into the Christian church were to be 
admitted both good and bad. It was to 
include every rank of life. Some would 
become Christians from a sincere desire to 
obtain peace and salvation through the 
death of Christ ; others would still lead 
profligate lives. Some would be genuine 
disciples ; others, mere hypocrites. Some 
would have the name only, and others the 
reality of godliness. 

> 1 John ill. 8. 
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Let me, then, intreat you so to regu- 
late your hearts and conduct, that you 
may be classed among those who are in- 
fluenced in their conduct by true Chris- 
tian principles. With this view, pray 
earnestly to God to give you his grace 
that you may be good Christians, — that 
you may experience the saving power 
and grace of the gospel — that you may 
be rooted and grounded in the faith — 
that your repentance may be deep, your 
faith sincere, and your conscience void 
of oflfence towards God and man. 

But, my brethren, some there be that 
venture to call in question the divine 
wisdom and mercy in suflfering impiety 
and vice to flourish in the world. When 
they behold wickedness, when they see 
men of licentious principles and profli- 
gate habits prospering and doing well in 
the world, they are ready to call down 
fire from heaven. It seems that the ser- 
vants who were cultivating the field thus 
reasoned in their hearts. " Wilt thou 
that we gather up the tares ?" But ob- 
serve his answer, which was full of wis- 

B 3 




1 PARABLE OP THE TARES. 

dom and humanity. " iVoy/' says he, 
" lest in gathering up the tares, ye root 
up also the wheat. Let both grow toge- 
ther until the harvest ; and, in the time 
of harvest, I will say to the reapers, first 
gather the tares, and bind them in bun- 
dies to bum them. Then carry my wheat 
into my bam." * 

The servants, in their mistaken zeal, 
wished at once to pluck up the tares by 
the root, that is, to extirpate all corrupt 
opinions and principles by violence and 
persecution — "a plan of reformation 
neither authorized by the precepts, nor 
countenanced by the example of our 
Lord, but suggested by passion and re- 
sentment." By the permission of Provi- 
dence the wheat and the tares are to grow 
together : during the present brief stage 
of our existence the bad and the good 
will be suffered to remain in the world — 
the field of man's spiritual growth and 
nurture. 

But, my brethren, there are wise and 

# 

' Matth. xiii. 30. 
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good reasons for God*s forbearance and 
long' suffering. ' You are not to kill and 
persecute others who^ you may thinks are 
not so good as yourselves, " lest, while 
ye gather up the tares, ye root up also 
the wheat with them.'* God is merciful 
to the wicked to give them time for re- 
pentance. ^* The Son of Man came not 
to destroy men's lives, but to save them." ' 
He came to call " sinners to repentance," ^ 
and to " die for our sins."^ 

Therefore, by the permission of Provi- 
dence, the good and the bad are to con^ 
tinue in society till the end of time. " Let 
both," says he, '^ grow together until the 
harvest.'' 

The natural harvest, my brethren, is, 
as you all know, the most important sea- 
son, \^hen we see the bounty of God in 
the fullest manner, and when we ought 
to be peculiarly grateful to Providence 
for giving us our " daily bread," and " all 
things richly to enjoy."* We cannot be 
sufficiently thankful that " he has reserv- 

1 Luke ix. 56. * Matth. ix. 18. 

3 1 Cor. XV. 3. * 1 Tim. vi. 17. 
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ed unto us the appointed weeks of the 
harvest." * 

And let me here observe, that if, for 
the correction of our sins, or for the trial 
of our patience, or of our faith, he some- 
times punishes us by sending us scarcity, 
or bad weather, we ought still to submit 
to the dispensations of his Providence, 
and to repent of our sins and forsake 
them. 

With this view you should seriously 
consider that, after this short life is ended, 
there is an account to be given to the 
great Judge of ail the earth ; and that 
therefore '^ you should examine your- 
selves whether you sincerely repent of all 
your sins, and steadfastly purpose to lead 
a new life, — whether you have a lively 
faith in God's mercy through Christ, with 
a thankful remembrance of his death, 
and are in Christian charity with all 
men/' These are the great points which 
you should seriously consider; and, 
amidst the weakness and corruptions of 

I Jer. V. 24. 
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our nature^ you should humbly implore 
God's pardon and protection. The sin 
which we see in the world, shows our 
present corruption, and is a sad proof of 
the fall and degeneracy of man. It also 
shows the necessity of a constant de- 
pendance on the aid and assistance of 
Heaven. In this life only have the wicked 
their good things. Their prosperity is 
is only for a short season. And it must 
ultimately be the will of a holy as it is 
always in the power of an Almighty God, 
to punish the evil doers for the evil they 
have done, and the sins they have com- 
mitted. 

Fear, then, to ofifend the Maker, the 
Redeemer, and Judge of all. Fear to 
forfeit the gentle and enlightening in- 
fluences of the Sanctifier. Fear the loss 
of your own immortal souls. And fear 
to depend for your salvation upon any 
thing but the goodness of God, and the 
atonement and intercession of your Re- 
deemer. 

This leads me to consider what is 
meant by the harvest of which our Lord 
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is here speaking. " The harvest," says 
he, in the 39th verse, " is the end of the 
worlds and the reapers are the angels," — 
those blessed and glorious spirits, who 
have kept their original state of holiness 
and happiness, and who delight to em- 
ploy all the powers with which God has 
endowed them in fulfilling his will, and 
promoting his glory. 

This world, then, on which too many 
set their affections, is to come to an end. 
A day will soon come when we must die, 
and must part with all that is near and 
dear to us. After death, there is to be a 
day of judgment^ when good men shall be 
separated for ever from the bad, and 
when the righteous shall be rewarded, 
and the wicked punished. 

My brethren, this awful doctrine of a 
future judgment is most clearly revealed 
in Scripture, and much of its solemnity 
is described.* Remember, then, that 
" what we now sow, that we shall here- 
after reap."* Remember, that " we must 

' Matth. XXV. 31—46. * Gal. vi 7. 



PARABLE OF THE TARES. 15 

all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ, that every one may receive the 
things done in the body, according to 
"what he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad.*' ' 

This, then, will be a most solemn and 
impressive scene — a scene which no think- 
ing person can ever bear to contemplate 
without the deepest and most anxious 
concern. Our Lord's language is ex- 
tremely awful and momentous. ^^ The 
Son of Man shall send forth his angels, 
and they shall gather out of his kingdom 
all things that offend, and them that do 
iniquity."* Then the state of the wicked 
will be most awftil and tremendous. He 
goes on to tell us what will become of 
them : " they shall be cast," says he, 
" into a furnace of fire ; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth." Of 
their misery there will be no end. " They 
shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord, 
and the glory of his power, when he shall 

'• 2 Cor. V. 10. « Matth. xiii. 41. 
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come to be glorified in his saints^ and to 
be admired in all them that believe.*' * 

Surely you cannot hear this with in- 
difference? No words can be more 
awful, no scene more tremendous. Often, 
then, think of it with serious attention ; 
and let the thought guard you against 
sin and unbeHef. 

On the other hand, the state of the 
righteous is described in a manner that 
is peculiarly interesting and encouraging 
to every good and reflecting mind. It is 
compared to the splendour of the sun, 
the most glorious object you can behold. 
" Then shall the righteous shine forth as 
the sun in the glory of their Father."* 
They shall neither hunger nor thirst any 
more. " There shall be neither death, 
nor sorrow, nor pain."^ 

Out of mercy to the righteous, God 
spares the wicked in this world, " lest, 
while he gathers up the tares, he should 
root out the wheat also." He sometimes 
forbears punishing the wicked, that the 

' 2 ThesB. i. 9, 10. « Matth. xiii. 43. 

' Rev. xxi. 4. 
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righteous may not be involved in the 
same calamity. 

You are also to beai:' in mind^ that 
some sinners are spared in hopes of their 
sLmendment. St. Paul tells us^ that ^^ the 
riches of God's goodness, and forbear- 
ance, and long-suffering lead to repent^ 
ance." ^ 

When you see a wicked man possess- 
ing great riches, and making no good 
use of them, but perverting them to bad 
purposes, and forgetful of the Author of 
all the blessings he enjoys, what would 
you have done ? Would you strip him 
of his fortune, and reduce him to poverty 
and distress ? or would you have him cut 
off by some sudden and signal stroke of 
death ? Consider this case with atten- 
tion, and with a forbearing and Christian 
spirit. Has the wicked man no friends 
nor relations whose happiness depends 
on him ? Has he no wife, and no inno- 
cent children who would be involved in 
his ruin ? Are all his relations and de- 

^ Rom. ii, 4. 
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pendents as wicked as himself? If he 
be spared, perhaps^ by God's grace^ he 
may see his errors^ and refonn. God, in 
his mercy, may give him a penitent, a 
pious and benevolent heart. For we fre- 
quently see that men who were once pro- 
fligate, become serious, religious, and 
eminently good. 

Now take your own case. If any of 
you have been inattentive to your moral 
and religious duties, you should beseech 
God to enable you to lead a sober, a 
righteous, and godly life for the time to 
come. If you are a sinner, you deserve 
punishment yourself, and therefore you 
ought not to call for vengeance upon 
another. If you are righteous, or think 
yourself righteous, you should not arraign 
the wisdom and goodness of God in spar- 
ing this offender. Besides, you should 
bear in mind that, at the day of judg- 
ment, God will make a final separation 
between the good and the bad. This, 
then, is a most awful period, when the 
doom of every one of us will be fixed. 
And this, my brethren, is a subject which 
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ought often to claim your most serious 
consideration. It is a subject M^hich is 
peculiarly important^ and which ought 
to occupy your attention every day of 
your lives. " For God shall, then, bring 
every work into judgment, with every 
secret thing, whether it be good, or whe- 
ther it be evil." ^ 

Now, as the hopeless and wretched 
state of bad men in the next world is 
often represented by utter darkness^ so 
the happy state of the righteous is signi- 
fied by lights as an emblem of joy and 
gladness. ^^ light is sown for the righte- 
ous, and gladness for the upright in 
heart." ^ When the righteous are finally 
separated from the wicked, as they will 
be in another world, and when they asso- 
ciate with angels, who surround the 
throne of God; when they are washed 
in the blood of Christ from all their sins 
and imperfections, which adhere to the 
best of men while in this state of trial, 
they shall shine forth in all the beauty 

' Eccl. xii. 14. ' Ps. xcvii. 11. 
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of holiness, and " all tears shall be wiped 
from their eyes.*' ' 

From all this we see that, in this beau« 
tiful parable, we are taught, that this life 
is a state of trial, and that the next will 
be a state of retribution, where piety and 
virtue will, through God's mercy in the 
Christian covenant, receive an immense 
reward, and where vice will meet with 
due punishment* 

Here, then, we have a full vindication 
of divine Providence, as to the permis- 
sion of moral evil in the world. Here 
also we are taught not to repine at the 
dispensations of Providence, but to be 
animated by the great principles of our 
religion. Often, therefore, consider, that 
" God hath appointed a day in which he 
will judge the world in righteousness," ^ 
when all inequalities of Providence shall 
be set right, and God shall vindicate his 
ways unto men. This will be the season 
when you will have " your fruit unto holi- 
ness, and the end everlastinff life.'' ^ 

' Isa. XXV. 8. * Acts xvii. 31. 

» Rom. vi. 22. 
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In this world, we have arduous trials 
to undergo : many have to struggle with 
temptations, with adversity, with poverty, 
with evil passions, and with an ensnaring 
world. But when the time of trial is 
over, and their course finished, they reap 
the fruit of their lahour — eternal happi- 
ness through Jesus Christ. 

Ye, therefore, who now feel the sorrows 
and afflictions of life; ye who labour 
under a sickly constitution, or under the 
infirmities of old age, let me beseech you 
to persevere in your Christian course. 
If you believe in the great principles of 
the gospel, if you allow its doctrines, its 
precepts, and its promises to have their 
due effect on your minds and manners, 
you will be comforted and supported, 
through God's grace, under every trial 
and affliction : and, in his own good time, 
you will be conducted " through the val- 
ley and shadow of death " ' to the regions 
of peace and happiness, where sin and 
sorrow and suffering are unknown. 

^ Ps. zxii]. 4. 
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Persevere, therefore, I beseech you, in 
your Christian principles. Earnestly and 
thankfully avail yourselves of all the 
means offered you of grace and salvation. 
Conscientiously fulfil the duties of that 
state of life into which it has pleased God 
to call you. And be assured that, for 
the pious, the humble, and the good, " is 
laid up a crown of righteousness ;" * *^ a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away." ^ 

' 2 Tim. iv. 8. ' 1 Pet. v. 4. 



23 



SERMON II. 



[CHRISTMAS DAY.] 
JESUS^ THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. 



John viii. 12. 



<< Then spake Jesus unto them, saying, I am the light 
of the world : he that followeth me, shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life." 

Our Saviour in his discourses has fre- 
quent allusions to objects before him^ to 
occurrences of the time^ to the season of 
the year^ and to the occupations of his 
hearers. His allusions are sometimes 
peculiarly striking and sublime. To give 
you two instances : — When he was about 
to raise Lazarus from the dead^ looking 
forwards to the hour in which " all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice and 
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come for th^^^ he said, with great sublimity, 
" / am the resurrection and the life^ * 
And it was probahly when thjp sun was 
shining with great splendour on the tur- 
rets of the temple where he was discours- 
ing, that he referred to the prophecies 
which speak of him as " the light." * 
^' I am the light of the worldy^^-^bAt is, I 
am the promised Enlightener,andTeacher 
of the world : the Fountain from which 
all intellectual " light " proceeds. " He 
that foUoweth my commandments, shall 
not walk in darkness," igttorance, and 
sin, and the misery that follows Atjt hut 
shall enjoy the light of knowledge and 
happiness. The word " light" is often 
used in Scripture to denote Divine Truth. 
Hence it appears that our blessed Lord 
came into the world to dispel the clouds of 
ignorance and superstition, and, through 
faith in him as the Messiah, the Saviour 
of the world, to lead mankind to heavenly 
instruction, that is, to the knowledge of 
God, and df all things necessary to salva- 

^ John xi. 25. 
9 Isa. xlix. 6. Luke ii. 32. John i. 9. 



OF THE WORLD. 25 

tion. Accordingly his gospel is pecu- 
liarly adapted to our circumstances and 
our wants. It is a merciful dispensation 
by which our sins are pardoned, our 
wealmesses are strengthened, our minds 
are enlarged, and our faith is confirmed. 

Let me here remind you, my brethren, 
of the weakness and corruption of our 
nature, in the hope that it may lead you 
the more gratefully to feel and acknow- 
ledge the inestimable blessing we derive 
from God's gift of his only Son our blessed 
Saviour, whose Nativity we are this day 
^sembled to commemorate. 

Now, whoever has been at the pains 
carefully to observe the manners, the 
dispositions, and customs of the world, 
will readily admit the general corruption 
of human nature, — the humblipg doc- 
trine of the sinful nature of man ; and 
whoever has been led to examine his own 
heart and conduct, and to try and scru- 
tinize himself by the holy and searching 
laws of the gospel, will be compelled to 
confess his own frailty and misconduct. 
He will find many sins that he has com- 

c 
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mitted^ many duties that he has neglect- 
ed; he will find that in his thoughts^ 
words, and actions, his errors have been 
great, and his transgressions without num- 
ber. He will find, in short, that it is 
not possible for him to be, in the sight 
of God, an innocent and perfect being. 

Convinced, then, from reviewing your 
past lives, that your practice has fallen 
far short of your duty, you will be ready 
to admit by your own experience, as well 
as from your own knowledge of the ways 
and manners of the world, that man is a 
fallen and corrupt creature, bom in sin, 
and shapen in wickedness ; you will per- 
ceive that the whole race of Adam stands 
in need of pardon for their sins, and of 
support for their weakness. You will 
also see, on reflection, that man cannot, 
by his own exertions, procure that pardon 
and support, which we all require of a 
just and holy God. 

In this deplorable state of human na- 
ture, what is to be done ? Where can 
we flee for pardon for the past, and as- 
^stance for the future? The light of 
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nature may point out our imperfectioiis^ 
but it cannot cure them. How thankful^ 
tiien, ought we to be for the Ught of reve* 
latum 1 And how well adapted is the 
religion of Christ to dispel our fears^ and 
to speak peace to our souls. 

The corruption of our nature and our 
sense of helplessness before God^ draw 
us closer to Christianity, and prepare us 
for the glad tidings of a Saviour. 

Let us tum^ then^ to the Holy Scrip- 
tures^ and see how the goodness of God 
is displayed in the gracious means he has 
devised for the redemption and sanctifi* 
cation of man. Let us flee to the hopes ' 
of a Redeemer^ to purify us from all our 
corruption^ and to wash us from all sin. 
St. John tells us^ that the salvation of 
sinners was the great end of our Saviour*^ 
coming into the world. '^ God/* says he, 
^ so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son^ that whosoever bd* 
U^veth in him^ should not perish^ but 
have everlasting life." ^ The depravity 

' John iii. 16. 

C2 
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of human nature, then, is discoverahle by 
ireason ; but the redemption and salvation 
of the human race by Jesus Christ, are 
peculiar doctrines of the gospel; they 
are doctrines clearly revealed, and strong- 
ly enforced by him, " who knew what i? 
in man." And if you have not a deep 
conviction of the truth and importance 
of these evangelical doctrines, the bless- 
ings of the gospel will not be received 
with all the humility and all the gratitude 
they deserve. " This is a faithful say- 
ing," says the apostle, " and worthy of 
all men to be received, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.'* * 

lU next, deserves your notice, that 
about the time of our Saviours birth, 
there was a general expectation of Jus 
appearance on earth. This truth of the 
promised Messiah, who by degrees would 
produce a most beneficial change in the 
condition and manners of all nations, and 
who *^ would give salvation to his people 
by the remission of their sins,"* was 

» 1 Tim. i. 15. • Luke i. 77. 
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tvhat all sects of Jews believed. The pro- 
phecies of the Old Testament were so 
clear, and so precise, that they could not 
be mistaken. These prophecies filled 
the mind of the devout worshipper with 
religious joy and pious hope. Accord- 
ingly in the gospel-history, we read that 
" Simeon was waiting for the consolation 
of Israel," * that is, for the coming of the 
Messiah, the Saviour of the world. Man's 
redemption, then, was to be procured by 
Christ, and is proclaimed in his holy reli- 
gion. His religion is described in the 
text, and in other passages of Scripture, 
under the figure of lights from the time 
of its first dawning at a distance, tiU it 
shone forth in all its meridian splendour 
under the gospel. And there is no 
image, perhaps, that can so properly, and 
with such energy, represent it to us. 
For by attending to its nature and ex- 
cellence, you will see that the views 
which it displays of the divine purposes 
with regard to man's salvation, are the 

? Luke ii. 25« 
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most sublime and the most interesting 
that can be imagined, and that it is in- 
deed to the moral and spiritual world, 
what the light of the sun is to the natu^ 
ral. It may here be remarked, that every 
one who enjoys the light of the gospel, 
has indeed very great advantages. For 
the most unlearned Christian, who care-» 
fully attends to the religious instruction 
imparted every Sunday at his parish 
church, may acquire that Christian know- 
ledge, which is of inestimable value, and 
which will make him " wise unto salva- 
tion through faith which is in Quist 
Jesus." * I shall, therefore, oflfer a few 
remarks, which will show you that the 
gospel tends to promote piety to God, 
and benevolence to man. 

Christianity may be considered in two 
points of view : the one, as designed for 
the instruction of mankind, and the other^ 
for our redemption from ail the miseries 
of the fall. 

In the first place, let us consider Chris^^ 

' 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
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tianity as intendedyor our instruction in 
the most momentous truths. If Chris- 
tianity come from God^ if it be a revela* 
tion of the divine will, you may be assured 
that it inculcates good principles^ and 
prohibits every thing that is vicious and 
immoral. But when we consider this 
religion as it is to be found in the New 
Testament^ pure, and holy^ and divine, 
and then compare it vdth the lives and 
manners of many who call themselves 
Christians^ we are struck with the asto- 
nishing contrast. Christianity inculcates 
forbearance^ meekness^ and benevolence. 
It says> ^^ As ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye also to them likewise." * 
But instead of that justice and equity and 
kindness which it enjoins, we see frequent 
instances of hatred, injustice, and disho- 
nesty. If Christianity were practised, as 
it ought to be, a striking change would 
take place ; peace and contentment, so* 
briety and temperance would every where 
prevail ; and the rights and comforts of 

^ Luke yi. 31. 
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men would be regarded. Wherever its 
divine principles are inculcated and re- 
ceived, there men learn the important 
duties which they owe to God and to 
Christ, and to one another. 

Accordingly Christianity has a ten- 
dency to enlarge the mind, and enables 
us to perform the duties of life more cor- 
rectly. How thankful, then, ought we 
to be that we have the light and autho- 
rity of the gospel to guide us ! 

Were men, in their dealings and inter- 
course with each other, always regulated 
by the mild, the peaceable, the just, and 
heavenly principles of the gospel, we 
should find a wonderful improvement in 
the world : there would be no injustice,, 
no impiety, no drunkenness, no conten-. 
tions, no evil passions. You would every^ 
where see harmony and peace, industry, 
and sobriety, and benevolence. The 
greatest afflictions of life would be borne 
with patience and resignation, and, even 
at the approach of death, we should be 
animated with the hope of a blessed im- 
mortality. 
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What a sublime view^ then, does the 
gospel give us of the nature of God, and 
of man ! and, in this world of sin and 
sorrow, how it supports our minds, and 
calms every turbulent passion I And as 
these doctrines and these precepts come 
from the fountain of truth, we ought not 
to soften or disguise them, in order to 
accommodate them to men of loose and 
depraved morals. Wherever the doc- 
trines of the gospel are neglected, you 
may be assured, that licentious princi- 
ples will be introduced. On the other 
hand, wherever these religious truths are 
taught and duly believed, there piety and 
benevolence, temperance and sobriety, 
will be the natural effect. And there, 
strife and envy, hatred and contentions 
would soon cease. But, alas! never, 
while the world lasts, will it be wholly 
free from sin, from human follies, and 
from human passions. 

This leads us, in the second place, to 
consider Christianity as a stupendous 
plan of our redemption from all the mise- 
ries of the fall. The gospel teaches us, 

3 
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that God created mau ^' after his own 
image/' ^ upright, innocent, and happy^ 
and that upon his fatal apostacy, his 
Maker did not abandon him and his pos- 
terity to the natural consequences of dis*^ 
obedience, but was pleased^ in great 
mercy, to begin and carry on a wonder-- 
. f ul plan for the recovery, the improve- 
ment, and final happiness of all who en* 
deavour, according to their capacities 
and means of instruction, to understand 
and believe its doctrines, and practise its 
precepts. 

If the time would admit, many pas- 
sages might be quoted from Isaiah and 
the other prophets, where the blessings 
which we derive from our Saviour and 
his religion, are described with the ut* 
most sublimity of sentiment and energy 
of expression. These predictions, under 
a variety of the most striking and beau- 
tiful images, show that peace and happi- 
ness, that change and improvement in 
the manners of men, which he was to 
introduce.^ 

^ Gen. i. 27, » laa. »• 1—9. 
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I might remark^ that our Saviour fre- 
quently calls hunself " the Son of Man,'* 
a phrase which has a reference to his in- 
carnation^ and which shows his acquaint- 
ance with human weakness. '^ The Son 
of Many' says he of himself^ " is not come 
to destroy men's lives^ but to save them.'' ^ 
This was the great and merciful purpose 
for which he came into the world. 

I might also mention to you several 
proofs of his Divinity, — of the transcend- 
ant dignity of his nature^-*of his being 
^^ the Son of God " in the highest sense. 
On this important topic the Scriptures 
are full and explicit. Isaiah thus speaks 
of the Messiah^ *^ as Immanuely God with 
us," ^ under a human form. " The people 
that walked in darkness, have seen a great 
light : they that dwell in the shadow of 
death, upon them hath the light shined.''^ 
^^ For unto us a child is bom, unto us a 
Son is given, and the government shall 
be upon his shoulders : and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 

' Lukeix, 56. * Isa. yii. 14. ' Isa. ix. 2. 
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mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace." * 

St. Paul describes him in his pre- exist- 
ent state, as being in the form of God^ 
^ ho thought it not robbery to he equal 
with God "* the Father; but in his incar- 
nation, as taking upon him the form of a 
servanty and being found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross." ^ St. John describes this 
important truth in the following terms : — 
" In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.'' ^ And with regard to his in- 
carnation and appearance on earth, he 
says, " the Word was made fleshy' that 
is, was clothed with a human body, " and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only-begotten of the 
Father, foil of grace and truth." * 

But, for the further illustration of the 
text, and that you may be deeply im- 
pressed with the unspeakable blessings 

' Isa. ix. 6. « Philip, ii. 6. » PhiUp. ii. 7, 8. 
^ John i. 1. s John i. 14. 
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which we derive from the gospel, it may 
be only necessary to observe, that it pro- 
claims a reconciliation between a sinful 
creature and an offended Creator. It 
was designed to promote the glory of 
God^ to effect the salvation of man, and 
to reveal eternal life in a better world. 
And when we consider its nature and 
tendency, we find that it is admirably 
adapted to the great and merciful end for 
which it was designed, namely, through 
the aid of the Holy Spirit, to renew and 
sanctify our corrupt nature, and to raise us 
tothathappiness, which was forfeitedby the 
fall. Accordingly, in the New Testament 
we have clear proofs that the great purpose 
for which our Lord came into the world 
was, to make atonement/or sin. ^ Now, the 
doctrine of the atonement is the leading 
doctrine of the Bible, and particularly of 
the New Testament. *' The Son of Man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to ffive his life a ransom/or 
many.'' ^ (The many,* that is, all man- 

^ Bom, T. passim. ' Matth. xx. 28, 

' 'Oc woWoi, 
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kind.) The particular end of his taking 
the form and nature of man was '^ to give 
light to them that sit in darkness, and to 
guide their feet into the path that leads 
to everlasting life." * St. Paul tells us, 
that we have redempHmi through his bloody 
the forgiveness of sins.'' ^ And St. John 
says, " if any man sin, we have an Advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous ; and he is the propitiation for 
our sins.'' ^ 

Hence the hirth of Christ was the 
greatest blessing which God ever gave, 
or fallen man could receive. It iH'ought 
with it all the blessings of salvation,— 
pardon, and peace, and eternal life. 

Such is the nature and design of the 
gospel ; and such is the excellence of its 
laws, and the sublimity of its principles ! 
If you examine it with candour and at- 
tention, you will be convinced that i% 
comes from God ; and you will be deeply 
impressed with gratitude to the Author 
of such a benevolent dispensation. Now^ 

1 Luke i. 77—79. • Col. i. 14. » 1 JohniL I. 
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as we cannot fathom the depth of the 
divine wisdom and mercy, we ought to 
receive every intimation of it with heart- 
felt joy and gratitude. 

And here, let me remind you, my bre- 
thren, that you all avow your belief, that 
Jesus Christ is the Messiah, '^ who was 
to come into the world.'* ^ Amidst so 
much guilt, and so many iqiperfections, 
let us rejoice, then, that a merciful plan 
is devised to save us from misery, and to 
raise us to a state of future happiness. 
But, as we enjoy the light and blessings 
of the gospel, let us remember that, at 
the day of judgment, a more severe pu- 
nishment will be inflicted upon ils than 
upon the poor and ignorant heathen, if 
we persevere in sin, and " love darkness 
rather than light.'* ^ 

A few words of exhortation arising from 
this subject remain to be pressed upon 
your attention. 

In the first place, let the blessings of 
Christianity be received with gratitude, 

1 Joha i. 41. * John iii. 19. 
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with religious joy, and with Christian^ 
benevolence. These are feelings which 
I wish to excite in all your hearts, — feel- 
ings which well become those who have 
a corrupt nature ; who believe, as you do, 
in the Saviour of the world ; and who, 
through his incarnation and sufferings, 
look for " new heavens, and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness." ' 

In the next place, let me earnestly 
exhort you to enter the house of God in 
humility the most profound, in devotion 
the most fervent, and in Christian cha- 
rity the most extensive and sincere. And 
ever show your gratitude for the many 
blessings you enjoy, by your piety to God, 
by your faith in your Redeemer, by your 
dependence on the influence of divine 
grace, and by the benevolence of your 
hearts. Is there malice and hatred rank- 
ling in any of your breasts ? This is the 
season of forgiveness; " as God for Christ's 
sake forgives you, so do ye " ^ forgive the 
sins of your fellow-creatures. 

1 2 Pet. iii. 13. > Col. iii. 13. 
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Anothei' great object which we ought 
to have in view, is, to instruct the 
ignorant, to admonish the thoughtless, 
to comfort and assist the poor, and 
thus promote true Christian charity 
among us. 

And this leads me to observe, that at 
this season, I trust you will not forget 
the distresses of your fellow-creatures : 
^* Freely ye have received^ freely yive.'' * 
Be assured, my Christian brethren, that 
from this attention and benevolence, the 
happiest eflfects will result. And I may 
also observe, that by a further diffusion 
of religious instruction among the lower 
classes in the principles of the Established 
Church, good effects will be produced 
on their minds, their manners, and cha* 
racter. I therefore earnestly recommend 
it to you to promote religious instruction 
as much as you can ; for a sound Chris^ 
tian education will, under Providence, l)e 
the best means of guarding the youthful 
mind against all the corruptions and 

» Matt. X. 8. 
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trices of this worlds and preserving it in 
the path that leads to life and happiness 
eternal in the world to come. Be assured 
that our great object is^ to promote the 
spiritual welfare and improvement of 
those committed to our charge, and by 
enforcing purity of heart and conduct 
individually among our flocks, to give 
strength and stability to our Church of 
which it is our privilege and our happi- 
ness to be members. 

And let me warn you, that danger 
arises not only from unchristian princi- 
ples and practices, but also from the 
subtle activity of its adversaries, and 
especially from the supineness and indif- 
ference of those who ought to be its most 
zealous friends. 

I now proceed to notice one topic 
more, — the importance of receiving the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper.^ We 
are assembled to commemorate with grate* 
fill acknowledgments that most extraor- 
dinary instance of God's mercy to the 

' Matth. xiv. 22^-24. 
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human race^ the sendmg his only Son in 
the form and nature of man^ not only to 
declare ^^ the glad tidings** of our salva- 
tion, but ^^ to die for our sins," ' to ex- 
piate our guilt by his own blood on the 
cross." This is an act of mercy, which 
is peculiarly calculated to excite and 
cherish all the best affections of the soul. 
It should fill our minds with love and 
gratitude to our Redeemer, who^' brought 
life and immortality to light through the 
gospel,"^ who has taught us the most 
momentous truths, who has redeemed us 
from eternal death and misery, and has 
put us into a capacity of obtaining eter- 
nal salvation. 

It is very difficult, God knows, to 
awaken in some minds that fervor of de- 
votion, and that love and gratitude to 
their Redeemer, which we ought to^ che- 
rish. This sacrament, however, is one of 
the clearest, and one of the most impor- 
tant duties of a Christian. " I will give," 
says our Lord, ^^ to him that is athirst, of 

' 1 Cor. XV. 3. • 2 Tim, i. 10. 



44 JESUS, THE LIGHt 

the fountain of the water of life freely ^^ ^ 
And when such an offer comes from our 
God and Saviour, is it not dangerous to 
reject it ? The Holy Spirit, also, offers 
you every help, and every consolation. 
Are you prepared then to answer, as you 
must, at the judgment-seat of Christ, for 
your neglect of this ordinance of the 
gospel? This is an awful consider- 
ation. Let me press this subject on 
your serious attention. It is not your 
^ank and fortune, but the disposition of 
your heart that God regards. Bear in 
mind, that this holy ordinance was de- 
signed for your spiritual improvement. 
You ought not, therefore, to treat it with 
neglect. On the contrary, with great 
humility, with true penitence, with sin- 
cere faith, and with Christian charity, 
you ought to partake of it when it is 
administered. Whether you be rich or 
poor, master or servant, you should ap- 
proach the throne of grace in a firm 
reliance on the mercy of God and t^e 

^ Rev. xxi. 6. 
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merits of your Redeemer. Earnestly^ 
then^ implore pardon for what you have 
done amiss in thought, word, and deed. 
Study to end this year, and to begin the 
next, in the fear of God, and in peace 
with your neighbours. With this view, 
daily pray for the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, to enlighten your understanding, 
to aid your infirmities, and to enable you 
to lead a Christian life for the time to 
come. And ever cherish the belief of 
that gospel, which proclaims " glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace^ 
good-will towards men." * 
Now, &c. 

1 Luke ii. 14. 
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SERMON Iir. 



Psalm xxiii. 1. 
<< The Lord is my Shepherd : I shall not want." 

The Psalms of David have always afforded 
consolation and delight to every pious 
and good mind; and^ with great pro- 
priety, they form part of our public ser- 
vice. 

I propose, on the present occasion, to 
call your attention to the beautiful sen- 
timents of the psalm from which the text 
is taken, the ideas of which are princi- 
pally selected from pastoral life, and pe- 
culiarly tend to excite devotion in the 
heart* 

To us, indeed, allusions to the pastoral 
state cannot appear with equal beauty 
and energy as to the holy Psahnist. For 
as David was himself once a shepherd 
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such allusions were familiar to his 
thoughts^ and he would enter with pecu- 
liar delight into these tender and rural 
descriptions. But still we must be lost 
to the finest feelings of the mind, we 
must be extremely ignorant, or have ac- 
quired a false taste for refinement, if the 
picture of rural life, if nature's varied 
landscape — wood and water — fiiiitful 
fields and verdant meadows excite no in- 
terest ; and, more particularly, if we de- 
rive no pleasure and advantage firom a 
serious perusal of this beautiful psalm. 

It opens with the declaration in the 
text, " the Lord is my Shepherd.*^ Now 
it is impossible perhaps to find any idea 
more expressive of that infinite tender- 
ness, and of that kind concern, which the 
Father of mercies is constantly exerds-* 
ing towards his offspring. '^ The Lord 
is my Shepherd: I shall not want.'* This 
pleasing image is selected to express that 
attention which God shews to mankind; 
that solicitude to supply their wants, to 
preserve them fi-om danger, and to con- 
duct them in the path of piety and virtue* 
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This character is frequently ascribed to 
him in the holy Scriptures. 

The same similitude is also applied to 
our blessed Lord. In the Old Testament 
he was foretold by the evangeUcal pro- 
phet under this endearing character : 
" he shall feed his flock like a Shepherd; 
he shall gather the lambs with his arm, 
and carry them in his bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that are with young." ^ 
In allusion to this description, he is styled 
in the New Testament " the good Shep- 
herd." « By St. Peter he is called " the 
chief Shepherd ;" ^ and by St. Paul " the 
great Shepherd of the sheep, " ^ that will 
preserve " us to everlasting life." 

Now what character of our Creator and 
Redeemer can give greater encourage- 
ment to us than this ; a character which 
implies constant attention to our wel- 
fare ? What can afford us greater con- 
solation, than the persuasion that we are 
not left to the vicissitudes of chance and 
fate, but are ever under the protection 

1 Isa. xi. II. « John x. 14. * I Pet. v. 4. 

* Heb. xiU. 20. 
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of a wise aad good Providence, without 
whose permission, no power can injure, 
and no affliction can befall us ? ^^ The 
Lord is my Shepherd." What danger 
threatens me, from which his almighty 
power cannot rescue me ? What can I 
want, that infinite goodness cannot sup- 
ply ? And what difficulties can I have 
to encounter, from which his unerring 
wisdom cannot extricate me ? 

The Psalmist, pursuing the same beau- 
tiful allusion, goes on thus : " He maketh 
me to lie down in green pastures; he 
leadeth me beside the still waters" 

The '^ lying down of the flock" in 
^^ green pasting" denotes, in expressive 
language, the abundance, the peace, and 
the security they enjoyed. God in a 
wonderful manner supplies the daily 
wants of all his creatures. To man he 
is particularly kind in relieving his tem- 
poral and spiritual wants. We can hardly 
attend to the striking image, which is 
here presented to our minds, without 
recollecting the gracious words of our 
Lord, which are highly figurative, and 

D 
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which allude to the most important arti- 
cle of the Christian faith, — his atonement 
for our sins. *^ By me," says he, "if any 
ipan enter, he shall be safe, and shall go in 
and out, and find pasture." " I am the 
bread of life," the living bread which came 
down from heaven: if any man eat of 
this bread, " he shall live for ever ; and 
the bread that I will give, is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the 
world." ^ These words allude to his di- 
vine instructions, and to the stupisndotts 
doctrine of redemption through his death 
upon the cross. 

" I have gone astray," says the Psalm- 
ist, " like a lost sheep."^ Having de- 
viated from the law of God, I have wan- 
dered without fear or reflection among 
the dangerous precipices of vice, in ha- 
zard every moment of falling into perdi- 
tion. Led away at first through careless- 
ness and inattention, or through some 
bad example or evil suggestion, I became 
gradually more thoughtless and corrupt, 

1 John vi. 51. 2 pg. cxix, 176. 
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following the impulse of my own lusts 
and depraved passions. But God will sJt 
last reclaim me from sin, and enable me, 
by the influence of his Spirit, to over- 
come every enemy of my salvation. His 
goodutss wm overcome the imperfections 
and corruptions of my nature and the 
hardness and wickedness of my heart, 
and will lead me to true repentance and 
a holy life. For, continues the Psalmist, 
^^ he leill' convert my soul, and lead me in 
the path of righteousness for his names 
sake.'' 

God, we are assured, hath no pleasure 
in the death of a sinner ; he is ^^ not will- 
ing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance," ^ 

Of his goodness to the human race, 
we have the most striking and the most 
astonishing proof in his sending his only- 
b^otten Son to deliver mankind from 
moral ruin ; to abolish sin and death ; 
and to expiate human guilt by being ^^ the 
propitiation for our sins."^ Mankind 

^2 Peter iii. 9. » I John iv. 10, 
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were " like sheep gone astray," heedless 
of their danger, ignorant of their duty, 
and iinahle of themselves to return to the 
path of happiness, when Ae, who is the 
Saviour of the world, and who is empha- 
tically styled " the way, the truth, and 
the life," ^ saw their helpless state, and 
oflFered to conduct them to the path of 
rectitude, and to the fountain of happi- 
ness. 

Now a sheep, when once gone astray 
from the flock, has, perhaps, of all ani- 
mals the least sagacity in finding its way 
back. This is a striking resemblance, 
then, of man in his unconverted state, 
prone to sin and wickness, and unable to 
recover his innocence and peace of mind. 
Hence, when our Lord came " to seek 
and to save them that were lost," ^ we 
see the beauty and propriety of his styl- 
ing himself ^^ the good Shepherd that 
giveth his life for the sheep." ^ 

And hence, my brethren, when we re- 
flect on our many sins and imperfections, 

1 John xiy. 6. ^ Matt xviii. 11. * John x. 14. 
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ve derive our greatest comfort from the 
jospel, — that gospel which discovers to 
IS a Mediator and an atonement^ and 
vhich, amidst the weakness and corrup- 
ion of our nature, promises us the spirit 
)f grace and consolation. But a ques- 
ion here arises. Who are Christ's flock ? 
(Vhom will he consider as his people at 
the great day of judgment? To this 
question we may venture to answer — all 
?eal penitents and true believers --bSI who 
3bey his vrJly follow his example, and lead 
a holy and religious life. " My sheep 
hear my voice and follow me." ^ 

When the Psalmist looked back on the 
many instances of the divine goodness, 
which had marked his eventful life, he 
contemplated God as his " Shepherd," 
who had made him " lie down in green 
pastures," and had led him beside " the 
still waters," that is, had afforded him 
comfort under every danger and distress^ 
Supported by his religious principles, he 
looked forward to the end of time with 

^ John X. 27, 
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composure and serenity of mind, and 
was animated with the hope of a better 
state of existence beyond death and the 
grave. " Yea/' says he, in the fourth 
verse, " though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of deaths I will fear no 
evil ; for thou art with me ; thy rod and 
thy staffy they comfort we." 

This beautiful and sublime image gives 
us a lively idea of divine protection and 
support at the hour of death. How con- 
solatory is this to the human mindl 
*^ The rod," or pastoral crook, is the in- 
strument with which the shepherd guides 
his flock, and removes obstacles out of 
their way. These, therefore, are proper 
figures to describe the power, the protec- 
tion, and guidance, by which good men 
are supported under every trial, and even 
at the approach of death. 

The scenery described in this verse is 
striking and sublime. 

You seem entering a deep, dreary vale, 
overhung with huge, stupendous preci- 
pices, which cast an awful and gloomy 
shade. 
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Before you lies a vast and undiscovered 
ountry^ from which no traveller ever 
etumed, where you are exposed every 
aoment to various and unknovm dan- 
;ers. " The valley of the shadow of 
Leath/' denotes the passage or approach 
o death, which Job describes in poetical 
magery as ^^ a land of darkness and the 
ihadow of death," * without any splen- 
lour, where " the very light is as dark- 
less.*'^ When entering this dark, and 
Derilous, and unexplored region, the 
Psalmist still confided in the divine mercy 
ind protection : ^* I will," says he, " fear 
no evil." The reason is, because thou. 
Lord, art my Shepherd^ a good and faith-^ 
ful Shepherd, who will guide me by thy 
counsel while I am here, and wCl here- 
after conduct me to glory. Thou wilt 
animate and support me in that most 
awful and trying period of my existence 
with these words : " Fear not, for I am 
with thee. Be not dismayed, for I am 
thy God." ^ " I am the resurrection and 
the life," saith the Lord, " he that be- 

1 Job iii. 4. 2 Job x. 22. ^ ig^. xli. 10. 
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lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live."^ In another place he 
says, " I give unto my sheep eternal life, 
and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any one pluck them out of my hand." ^ 

These discoveries of future happiness, 
these '' exceeding great and precious pro- 
mises"^ of the gospel, have heen, and will 
continue to he, the comfort, the consola- 
tion, and the support of good men in 
that solemn and awfiil moment when 
they are summoned to quit this earthly 
scene, and to enter upon an unknown 
world. Neither riches, nor friends, nor 
power can ward off the approach of death, 
and give peace to the mind agitated by 
a sense of guilt. 

Every one must feel that there is in 
man a deep-rooted concern about futu- 
rity, which it is impossible to suppress. 
While you are in health and are enjo)dng 
affluence and ease, you may be inatten- 
tive to your moral and religious duties. 
But when the veil begins to be withdrawn, 

1 John zi. 25. 2 John x. 28. ^ 2 Pet. i. 4. 
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when sickness overtakes you^ and when 
you come within the immediate view of 
death and the grave^ be assured^ that you 
will most anxiously think of the momen* 
tous concerns of eternity , and of what 
you must do to he saved. You feel now^ 
]but you will then feel much more sen- 
sibly^ that ypu are accountable to God 
for your conduct. 

And though you were possessed of the 
greatest riches, you would readily part 
with them all to secure the favour of 
God and the salvation of your souls. 
Then it is that bad men are alarmed, and 
shudder at the awful, the tremendous 
prospect before them. And then^ like 
the worldly-minded Balaam, they will 
most anxiously wish that they had led 
the " life of the righteous," and that their 
latter end might be like his.^ 

Amidst all the opposition which David 
had to encounter, he dwells with pecu- 
liar pleasure on the many and signal 
proofs of the good Providence of God. 

' Numb, xxiii. 10. 
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" Thou preparestj* says he, " a table be- 
fore me in the presence of mine enemies ; 
thou anointest my head with oil ; my cup 
runneth over^ 

Here the Psahnist introduces some 
images, borrowed from a feast, to denote 
the divine goodness in bestowing on him 
many comforts during his pilgrimage 
through life. God had brought him 
through many difficulties; he had pro- 
tected him from the power and malice of 
his " enemies/* and had secured his pros- 
perity, notwithstanding all their endea- 
vours to prevent it. And hence he in- 
fers, that " the same goodness and mercy 
would follow him to the end of his days.** 

With this pious man, we, my brethren, 
ought frequently to acknowledge the 
blessings of Providence. When our *' ta- 
ble'* is spread with what is necessary for 
our nourishment and support, and when 
we enjoy health, and peace, and tranquil- 
lity, and the consolations of religion, let 
us thank God for all his mercies. When 
our •' cup is full,** let us remember, that 
it is he who fills it. Whatever we enjoy. 



ON PSALM XXIII. 59 

is owing to his goodness, and therefore 
we ought ever to reflect on his mercies 
with grateful hearts. 

And if afflictions sometimes embitter 
our " cup/' we should consider that they 
are of his appointment, and are intended 
for wise and moral purposes, to remind 
us of our sins, to make us more serious 
and religious, and to wean our affections 
from this transitory world. 

But, my brethren, we should be parti- 
cularly thankful for his spiritual bless- 
ings, for his Word, and the ordinances of 
the gospel, — those " green pastures and 
stUl waters," by which our souls are 
nourished and supported in our jomney 
through life. We should be thankful 
that we are members of a pure, a Pro- 
testant and Apostolical Church, within 
whose sacred pale we hope to live and 
die. 

" Surely,^' says the Psalmist, in the 

last verse, ^^ surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the days of my life ; 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

for ever.** 
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His experience of "God's goodness 
and mercy" in time past, led him to infer, 
that he should still be under his protec- 
tion for the time to come. He trusted, 
that he would guide him through all the 
trials and dangers of this world ; he 
hoped, that he would permit him to wor- 
ship him in his holy temple here on earth, 
and that he would, at last, conduct him 
to the regions of eternal peace and hap- 
piness in heaven. This was his hope. 
This is the hope of every sincere Christian. 
And this, my brethren, I trust is yours. 

Having thus endeavoured to point out 
to you, the reflections of a pious mind 
rejoicing in the goodness of God, I shall 
now conclude with two practical infer- 
ences. 

In the first place, how deeply thankful 
ought we to be to God for considering 
us, amidst all our sins and imperfections, 
as objects of his fatherly care ! Surely, 
if we reflect on the superior advantages 
which, as Christians, we enjoy above the 
pious Psalmist, our hearts must overflow 
with gratitude to him for his wonderful 
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goodness to us. These great truths, 
which the Psahnist viewed through the 
medium of types and figures^ are clearly 
made known to us in the gospel. 

That redemption, which to him was hut 
faintly shadowed out, is now fully revealed 
and accomplished. And that ^^ life and 
immortality/* which then only dawned on 
the world, now shines forth in the bright- 
est splendour. 

" What shall we render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits ?'* What is the first 
and leading sentiment that should rise in 
our hearts, when we contemplate the 
animating prospect which Christianity 
opens to our view, of being admitted to 
a participation in " joys," such " as eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it 
entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive ?" ^ Is it not a deep, a grateful, an 
habitual sense of the divine goodness and 
mercy? Surely such views of the Su- 
preme Being give the greatest consola- 
tion to every pious and well-disposed 

1 2 Cor. ii. 9. 
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heart. Thanks^ then^ daily and eternal 
thanks be to him, who, " by the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope of 
an inheritance incorruptible and unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for us." ' 

In the last place, it is our bounden 
duty to cultivate, to cherish, and to be 
influenced by those divine principles of 
Christianity, which the " Great Shepherd" 
came into the world to teach. 

All men, it is to be lamented, are not 
solicitous to govern their passions, to 
" deny ungodliness and worldly lusts," * 
and to grow in all the graces which adorn 
the Christian character. 

On the contrary, some lead immoral, 
wicked, and profligate lives. From day 
to day, they plunge deeper into sin. 
What is the consequence ? The awful 
consequence is, — they forfeit the divine 
favor, and can look forwards to no well- 
grounded hope in the divine mercy. To 

J 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. 2 xitus xi. 12. 
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theniy death is the he^nning of endless 
misery. 

On the^n will he inflicted the most awful 
punishment. If there be any here, who, 
in defiance of every admonition, are de- 
termined to gratify the corrupt passions 
of their hearts, and to persist impeni- 
tently in sin, — to Mem, infinite mercy 
gives no hope of salvation, nor does the 
most sublime description of the divine 
benevolence, so signally displayed in the 
gospel dispensation, afford any consola- 
tion. 

Impressed with these awful and im- 
portant truths, let it be your great aim 
to be guided by the principles of the 
gospel, and to obtain the divine favour 
through the merits and mediation of that 
blessed Saviour, " whose blood cleanseth 
from all sin." * 

Then you need be under no apprehen- 
sion : God will support you amidst all 
the trials and afflictions of life; and 
when death approaches, he will comfort 

^ I John i. 7. 
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you in your passage through that dark 
vale that leads to a better and brighter 
scene^ aid will conduct you to those 
" rich pastures/* those happy regions, 
where " there is fulness of joy for ever- 
more/' ' Where, as it is sublimely ex- 
pressed in the book of Revelation, " they 
shall hunger no more, neither tbirst any 
more, for the Lamb, which is in the midst 
of the throne, shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of water; 
and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes^ ^ 

That we may all finally partake of these 
unspeakable blessings, may God of his 
infinite mercy grant, through the atone- 
ment and intercession of our Redeemer. 
To whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghost, be ascribed all honour and glory, 
praise and thanksgiving, henceforth and 
for ever. 

1 Ps. xvi. 11. ^ Rev. vii. 16, 17. 



65 



SERMON IV. 



DO ALL IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 
JESUS, GIVING THANKS TO GOD 
THROUGH HIM. 



CoLOSSiANS iii. 17. 

" Whateoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by him." 

This, my brethren, is a subject of deep 
interest to us all. A partial view of our 
duty is attended with the most fatal con- 
sequences : it prevents many from con-* 
sidering that their daily actions will 
either hinder or promote their salvation 
through the divine mercy in the Chris- 
tian covenant. They only imagine that 
they serve God, while they are actually 
worshipping him. At other times they 
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pursue their ordinary business in a man- 
ner which too plainly shews, that God is 
not in all their thoughts, and that they 
have no regard for his approbation. But 
if all men were convinced, that they may 
serve and please God, while they are 
pursuing their usual employments in a 
proper and lawful manner, that, when 
their prayers and devotions are ended, 
they may promote their eternal happiness 
through Christ Jesus, while they are en- 
gaged in the business of their station, 
many would, no doubt, attend to their 
moral and religious duties, and would 
endeavour, through divine grace, to 
" work out their own salvation," ^ who 
now seldom or never think of it, because 
they imagine that the care of their souls 
is unconnected and incompatible with 
the concerns of the world. 

Now to remove these mistakes, to shew 
you, my brethren, that you should altmys 
act on Christian principles amidst all the 
trials and temptations of life, to shew 

1 Phil. ii. 12, 
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you that a regard for the approhation of 
God should pervade and influence the 
whole of your behaviour, and to point 
out to you the effect v^rhich your religi- 
ous principles should have on your hearts 
and daily conduct, amidst the business 
and avocations of social and domestic life, 
it will be necessary briefly to state to you 
the nature and tendency of the gospel, 
and the great purpose for which it was 
revealed. 

Now the gospel has given us a full 
view of human nature, and has shown, in 
the clearest light, the depravity, the guilt, 
and the misery of man in his natural 
state ! It has, at the same time, pointed 
out a method of deliverance from all these 
evils. Accordingly it was revealed to 
shew the goodness of God to the fallen 
race of Adam. It was to announce "the 
glad tidings of salvation'^ ^ to the human 
race. It was to point out a remedy for 
all the miseries of the fall. With this 
view, it reveals to us a Saviour ^ of whom 

^ Acts ziii. 3S. 
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St. Peter speaks, when he says, '^ there is 
none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved.'** 
It also reveals to us a Holy Spirit ^ who 
is ready to assist our sincere exertions,* 
to enlighten our minds, and to comfort 
and strengthen our spirits in proportion 
to our endeavours after godliness.* It 
was to shew us that God is a Spirit, and 
is to be worshipped in " spirit and in 
truth." ^ It was to reveal to us the great 
articles of the Christian ^aa7 A, and of the 
Christian practice. It was to display to 
us the mercy of God in our redemption, 
and to teach us that by " living soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this world," ^ 
we should obtain salvation in the next, 
through the merits of our Redeemer. 

Of the immortality of the soul, a point 
so important, but which to the wisest of 
the heathens seemed so doubtful, the 
New Testament speaks in the most deci- 
sive language, and holds out to the hopes 
and fears of mankind eternal rewards and 

1 Acts iv. 12. 2 Acts ii. 1—18. » Rom. viii. 26. 
« 2 Cor. iv. 6. » John xiv. 16,17. « Tit u. 12. 
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punishments. The Scripture informs us 
of the glories of heaven, which are re- 
served *^ for them that love God," and 
the everlasting miseries which will be the 
terrible portion of all the impenitent 
workers of iniquity. Now this shows us 
that we were sent into this world, not for 
enjojrment, but to be in a state of trial, 
not to gain temporal pleasures or posses- 
sions, but that our souls might be puri- 
fied and prepared " for glory, honour, 
and immortality."* Whilst the divine 
displeasure is declared against all ungod- 
liness and unrighteousness of men, and 
the most awful warnings are denounced 
against impenitent sinners, the means by 
which they may obtain mercy are clearly 
displayed, and oflFered to them. We are 
assured that " the Father sent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the world ; to seek 
and to save them that were lost ; that we 
might live through' him ; that the world 
through him might be saved ; and that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 

^ Rom. ii. 7. 
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perish^ but have everlasting life." ■ These 
are some of the leading doctrines of the 
gospel. And if we examine their nature 
and tendency, as taught by Jesus Christ 
and his Apostles, we shall find them in 
every respect worthy of God, and adapted 
to the necessities of man. From hence 
the duties of a Christian may be reduced 
to three topics, each of which I shall 
briefly consider : ^rst, the duty of so- 
briety, or the government of our pas- 
sions; next J the duty of righteousness, 
forgiveness, and benevolence, which we 
owe to our neighbours ; and, lastly ^ the 
love, gratitude, and resignation which we 
owe to our God and Saviour for all the 
mercies we enjoy, and especially for the 
inestimable blessings of the gospel, and 
the animating hopes it inspbes. 

To illustrate this subject, let us, first, 
consider the government of our passions. 
Now you will admit, that it is every man's 
duty to avoid idleness, to follow some 
useful and virtuous emplo3rment, and to 

1 John iii. 16, 17. 
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take care of his Ufe and health. God 
does not require you to be inattentive to 
your worldly concerns. On the contrary, 
in the course of his Providence^ he has 
so ordered it^ that the greater part of 
mankind are compelled to earn their sub- 
sistence by the daily labour of their 
hands^ and that the few who move in the 
higher ranks of life, have arduous and 
important duties peculiar to their station. 
We are enjoined " not to be slothful in 
business." ^ And therefore, while you 
are employed six days in the week, in 
providing an honest subsistence for your-^ 
selves and families, you, by this act of 
obedience, are securing the divine favour, 
and are, through the light of the gospel, 
in the right way that leads to '^ everlast-- 
ing life." 

That the pursuits, however, of this 
transitory world might not engage your 
whole attention, our Saviour admonishes 
you not to be over anxious about them : 
" Seek ye first," says he, " the kingdom 

^ Rom. zii. 11. 
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of God and his righteousness/*^ and 
amidst your concerns for the things of 
this life, ^^ the meat that perisheth^' al- 
ways preserve a higher regard for that 
" which endureth to everlasting life." * 
By attending, then, to these commands, 
and hy carrying these sentiments through 
life with you, it is evident that you are 
promoting hoth your temporal and your 
eternal interests, '^ through the redemp- 
tion that is in Jesus/' ^ Another duty 
which we owe to ourselves and to society, 
is temperance and chastity. Our Lord 
gives you this admonition : ^' take heed 
to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts 
be overcharged with drunkenness.'' ^ And 
St. Peter heseeches you to ^^ abstain from 
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul." ^ 
Such admonitions are highly useful, and 
in this dissolute age are peculiariy neces- 
sary. 

Now if, disregarding these cautions 
from Scripture, you indulge your sinful 
passions^ and lead immoral and profligate 

I Matt vi. 33. 2 John vii. 27. ' Rom. iii. 24. 
« Luke zxi. 34. M FMer u. 11. 
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lives^ if you abuse God^s mercies, and fire- 
quently eat and drink to excess, you do 
what is highly displeasing to God —what 
is prejudicial not only to the body, but 
also to the soul. But if you eat and 
drink in moderation, to that degree which 
promotes the health and strength of the 
body, and tends to the improvement of 
the mind, you show that you are atten- 
tive to the duties of moral restraint, and 
are making this world a passage to a 
better, through the grace and mercy re- 
vealed to us in the gospel. 

For let it never be forgotten, that as 
we are sinful and corrupt creatures, it is 
only through the goodness of God and 
the merits of our Redeemer that we can 
hope for the inestimable blessing of ^^eter* 
nal life." ^ 

From this short view of the subject, it 
appears that our religious principles are 
closely connected with our duty to our- 
selves. I shall shew you, my brethren, 
in the next place, that they are also con- 

1 Rom. yi. 23. 

E 
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nected with the duties which we owe to 
our neighhmirs. 

In our mteroourse with our ndghbours, 
we may frequently cheat and deceive 
them^ and act un£airly . But we must all 
be sensible^ that ev^ time we do thiB, 
we move a step towards p»4ition. 
Whereas, if in all our actions we behave 
in a fair, honest, and candid manner ; if 
we act as those who know^ that ^^ tiie 
eyes of the Lord are consttoitly upon us," ^ 
and who are commanded to ^^ do to others 
as we might reasonably expect th^od to 
(^ to us," ^ we recomm^md ourselves to 
the divine favour, we show that we have 
a sense of God aad of religion im]H*eased 
upon our minds, and thus, through di- 
vme graee, we may be advancS&g in our 
journey towards heaven, even while we 
seem engaged only about our worldly 
conoems. 

Let us con^bder this object in emother 
point of view. Su{^K)se a person has 
done you an injury. In that oase the 

^ Prov. XV. 8. ^ Luke vi. 81. 
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go6q^ tells you, that if you expect for^ 
givenea^ yoursdveg, you must have a for- 
giving temper towarcte others* ^' For- 
give/' saya our Divine Master, ^^ and ye 
shail be forgiven/' But if ye forgive 
not m&^ ^^ their ti)eiq[>as8es, neither will 
your heavenly Father fwgive your tres- 
passes." ^ 

Consider yWr^A«r : As we are in danger 
of coniplying with the customs ajid man- 
nesis of bad men, t^ frequently associat- 
ing with them, a well disposed mind will 
endeavour to shun their society. But, 
^wever cQrefol you may be in the choice 
of your eompany, you sometimes meet 
svith persons <^ bad princi^es, whose 
conversation is loose and pro£uie» In 
this case, me ought to dieek their inde- 
oea^tt lenguage, or, at least, to sd^ew by 
our mwmer^ ttiat it is uniheeoimng, aaad 
that it betrays an impure and r^^obate 
mimL^ Or, simild the convwsatioii turn, 
as I fear it does toe &eq«H^3tly, on the 
charsMstpr aod ooMhjbet of our ^gbhoum, 

I Matfi. vi I4y 15. 2 Javmi. 27. 
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our religion disposes us to judge favour- 
ably^ and to make candid allowances fur 
human infirmities. But if, instead of 
this, you join in the scandal, and endea- 
vour to circulate it, all your pretensions 
to religion are vain and hypocritical. 
The language of St. James is extremely 
pointed, and deserves your attention. 
" If any man among you,'* says he, " seem 
to be religious, and bridleth not his 
tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, that 
man's religion is vain." ^ In vain does 
he one moment join in adoring his great 
Creator, if the next be employed in slan 
dering his neighbour, injuring his repu 
tation, and misrepresenting his words 
and actions. 

Hence it appears, that your Christian 
principles are intended to regulate your 
hearts and conduct, to be ^^ a light unto 
your feet, and a lamp unto your paths,*' ^ 
and that every instance of improper be- 
haviour, every wicked action, is contrary 
to your duty, and hinders your progress 



i. 26. 2 Pb. cxix. 105. 
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to heaven. Whereas every pious and good 
action^ every humane wish of your hearts^ 
every honest and conscientious discharge 
of your duty, corresponds with the prin- 
ciples of the gospel, and promotes your 
salvation. But how does it promote it ? 
Let it be remembered, that it promotes 
it through the goodness of God, the 
merits of our Redeemer, and the influ- 
ence of divine grace. 

And now, when you consider our reK- 
gion as thus connected with the daily 
occurrences of life, of what infinite im- 
portance is it to us ! How constantly 
should our attention be du'ected to it ! 
And how frequently do we mistake the 
nature of its obligations, when we ima- 
^ne that any of our thoughts, words, or 
actions are unconnected with the appro- 
bation of God ! 

This leads me to show you, in the last 
place, in what manner 'piety to God must 
mix with the duties and business of life. 

And here you will own that the love of 
our hearts is the natural tribute, which 
we owe to that great and good Being, 
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who raised us from the dust, and not only 
bestows every blessmg we enjoy here, 
but has put us into a capacity of obtain- 
ing pardon, and grace, and eternal hap- 
piness hereafter. Now, why may not 
our love to God influence our dftily con- 
duct in the same manner as the affection 
of a dutiful child prevents him from do- 
ing what wiU displease his parent, and 
prompts him to do what he approves ? 

He has, for instance, appointed one 
day in seven to be kept holy. He has 
forbidden his sacred name to be used in 
a rash or careless manner. He has re- 
vealed to us the sublime truths of the 
gospel to soothe our sorrows, to animate 
our minds, and to direct our conduct. 
It is only, then, by an habitual attention 
to these and his other commands in the 
ordinary course of our lives, that we can 
shew our affection for him ; and there- 
fore, if we fail in these important points, 
it may well be asked — " How dwelleth 
the love of God in us ?'* * 

1 1 John Hi. 17. 



6f the lord jbsus. 79 

In the same manner gratitude to God 
is a duty which we owe to him for his 
kindness to us — for his daily mercies, 
and especially for his wonderful love in 
our redemption. 

I am addressing many who are placed 
in a humhle station, who have the com- 
fort, however, of living m a free and 
happy country, are members of a Pro- 
testant and tolerant church, and enjoy 
health of body, peace of mind, and the 
great consolations of the gospel. 

My brethren, it is solely and entirely 
by the blessing of Providence on your 
honest industry that you enjoy the neces- 
saries of life ; that you have food to eat, 
and raiment to put on. You also enjoy 
the light of reason, and of conscience. 
You have opportunities, at least, every 
Sunday of receiving religious instruction, 
and of imbibing the true spirit of the 
gospel. To aid your devotion, you have 
a Liturgy that is truly scriptural and ex- 
cellent. You enjoy the comforts of so- 
cial and domestic life. You have the 
means of grace, the consolations of reli- 
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gion^ and^ if you lead Christiaii lives^ the 
hope of eternal life and happiness in 
heaven. 

These are blessings^ for which you 
cannot be sufficiently thankful^ and which 
the poor^ in other countries^ do not enjoy 
in an equal degree. What, let me a^ 
you, is your duty in these circumstances } 
The Apostle thus clearly points it out : 
'^ in every thing," says he, " give thanks; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you." ^ You ought, there- 
fore, to feel grateful to God for tibiese in- 
estimable blessings. 

Now this gratitude is to be expressed 
by having an habitual sense of his good- 
ness on your minds, by making it a princi- 
pal motive to keep you from sin, by show- 
ing forth his praise, not only with your 
lips, but in your lives, and, in the lan- 
guage of the Apostle, by " giving thanks 
unto the Father, who hath made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the saints in light, who hath delivered 

1 1 Thess. Y. 18. 
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US from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kmgdom of his 
Son; in whom we have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgiveness 
of sms." ^ 

And, if this gratitude to God be re- 
quired of those who are poor, and in the 
humble walks of life, surely those whom 
Providence has raised to higher stations, 
and has blessed with affluence and ease, 
oi:^ht to be peculiarly impressed with a 
deep and grateful sense of the divine 
goodness, and are bound by superior 
obligations to do every thing in their 
power to promote " the glory of God,'* to 
encourage industry, and to diffuse peace, 
and comfort, and happiness among their 
fellow creatures. 

Nor is this all : resignation is a duty, 
which we owe to our Maker. Resigna* 
tion is founded on this principle, that he 
knows what is good for us better than we 
do ourselves, and that we are constantly 
at his all-wise disposal. 

1 Colos. i. 12—14. 

£ 3 
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Now as this world is a state of trial, It 
is impossible for any man to live long in 
it, without meeting either with bodily 
suffering or mental sorrow. 

Are any of you in distressed and indi- 
gent circumstances ? Do you meet with 
calumny and reproach from the world ? 
Are you labouring under a weak and 
sicMy constitution ? Or are you in deep 
affiction for the loss of a friend or rela- 
tion? Amidst these and other calami- 
ties of life, a good man will endeavour to 
submit to the will of heaven; and in 
every trial and affliction, will wait with 
patience till Providence has accomplished 
its great and good designs. 

Such are the effects, which true piety 
produces in the mind! This sense of 
piety, however, we should owe to our 
Maker, even if we were upright and in- 
nocent beings. But, alas ! the ruins of 
the faU are too perceptible, both in our 
hearts, and in our lives. For the ac- 
counts which the Scriptures give us of 
human imperfection and depravity, are 
fully and lamentably confirmed by expe- 
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rience : ^^ ail have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God.*' ^ And therefore, 
tbe homage that we pay to him^ should 
not he offered as from innocent, hut as 
from what> alas ! we really are, fallen and 
sinful creatures. We should be deeply 
impressed with a sense of the number 
and magnitude of our sins, with the 
greatest humility we should approach 
him through the merits and mediation 
of our Redeemer, and as the Apostle ex- 
presses it, " live godly in Christ Jesus.'' ^ 
We should cherish a deep sense of the 
weakness and corruption of our nature, 
and an habitual consciousness of our own 
manifold sins and imperfections. So that, 
whatever we do " in word or deed," we 
should^ as the Apostle directs in the text, 
*^ do all in the name of the Lord Jestis.'' 
Our faith in him should regulate every 
sentiment we imbibe, and every action 
we perform. 

Now faith in our blessed Saviour may 
be considered in two points of view : it 

1 RQm. iii. 23. « 2 Tim. Ui. 12. 
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may be considered, either as a beKef of 
the great truths he has taught in the 
gospel ; or, it may denote a dependence 
on his atonement and mediation for our 
acceptance with God, notwithstanding 
our many sins and imperfections. Con- 
sidered in these two points of view, our 
faith in our Blessed Lord, as a Teacher, 
and as a Saviour, should influence our 
daily conduct. For, if you consider faith 
as the belief of the momentous doctrines 
he has revealed in the gospel: every 
article in the evangeUcal history is a mo- 
tive to a holy and good life. Every truth 
revealed in it, shews the importance of 
this our state of trial for eternity. A 
true faith will, therefore keep its promises 
and its threatenings, its rewards and 
punishments always in view. It will lead 
us to guard against what the gospel has 
forbidden, and it will incline us to do 
what it has enjoined. 

It is this principle, my brethren, which 
enables us to overcome the various temp- 
tations to which we are exposed. " This,*' 
«ays St. John, " is the victory that over- 
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cometh the world, even our/atVA." * It 
is when this ^^ faith'' restrains us from 
sin, and excites us to the several duties 
of our station, that we may be said to 
" walk by faith'* ^ On the other hand, 
if we consider our Christian '^ faith " as 
a dependence on the merits and intercea^ 
sion of our Redeemer , for our acceptance 
with God, as we certainly ought, is it not 
in this sense also truly proper to mix 
with the ordinary course of our lives ? 
For, whenever we reflect that we have 
done wrong, whenever we ofPend our 
Maker, whenever we feel that we have 
been guilty of any sin, or have omitted 
any duty — and to every reflecting mind 
this must often happen — it is faith alone, 
a humble reliance on God's mercy in 
Christ Jesus, " who came into the world 
to save sinners," ^ that can give ease and 
consolation to the awakened mind, and 
can support us under the consciousness 
of imperfections and guilt. It is a firm 
dependence on the efficacy of our Lord's 
death, the only Mediator between God 

1 1 Jdhn V. 4. 2 2 Cor. v. 7. M Tim. i. 15. 
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and man^ that animates us with the hope 
of the pardon and remission of our sins, 
and of eternal salvation, on our sincere 
repentance and amendment. Through 
him only can we expect the inestimable 
" gift of eternal life," or hope that our 
imperfect services will be accepted. 

Thus have I endeavoured to ex{dain 
to you, how, through the aid of the Spi- 
rit, you must connect your Christian/aiM 
with your daily conduct. 

And from what has been said, you are 
convinced, I trust, that every action, every 
event gives you an opportunity of evinc- 
ing a Christian spirit, and by your good 
conduct promoting "^ the glory of God." 
Our most common actions are those in 
which we often regard the approbation of 
God the least, and to which we are apt 
to pay the least attention. 

But, my brethren, of our most com^ 
mon actions we ought to be particularly 
careful, for they form the strongest ha- 
bits : they will most promote our improve* 
ment and happiness, if they be performed 
aright, but remember, they will most 
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obstruct it, if we acquire the habit of 
acting in violation of the precepts of the 
gospel. 

The inference from all this is as obvi- 
ous as it is important : whatever be your 
station or circumstances in life, whether 
high or low, rich or poor, you should 
have recourse to your religious principles 
for your daily direction: you should 
carry these prindples into the world with 
you ; and you should conduct yourselves 
in such a godly and upright manner as 
to shew that, by the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, you have an habitual sense of the 
divine presence on your minds. 

With this view, you should be tegular 
and earnest in your daily prayers and 
devotions at home, and in your attend** 
ance on public worship every Sunday in 
your own parish church : and then you 
should perform the duties of your station 
in such a pious and conscientious manner 
as may tend to *^ the glory of God," to 
the improvement of your weak nature^ 
and to the salvation of your immortal 
souls. By this means, a sense of God 
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and of religion will be kept up in your 
minds, and will regulate your hearts and 
conduct through faith in the Son of God, 
the Redeemer of the world, who alone is 
" mighty to save." * 

Let this, then, be the aim and object 
of all your pursuits. Let the influence 
of Christianity on your minds, appear in 
your daily conduct. 

Let your hearts be animated with love 
and gratitude to your Creator and Re- 
deemer. And let it be your anxious 
wish and sincere endeavour, under the 
guidance and direction of the Holy Spi- 
rit, to improve in piety and virtue, and 
to " glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God's." ^ What- 
ever may be your business or employ- 
ment, let it be your first and great 
object to act like good Christians, and 
to promote piety and goodness. " Let 
your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven." ^ And, 

i Ibil Ixiii. 1. 2 1 Cor. vi. 20. ' Matth. v, 16. 
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in fine, whatsoever ye do, in word or 
deed, '^ do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Fa^ 
ther, through him." 
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SERMON V. 



ON THE OBSERVANCE OF THE LORO'S 

DAY. 



Genesis ii. 3. 
*^ God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it.** 

The little attention which is usually paid 
to the religious observance of the Lord's 
Day, cannot but give deep concern to 
every serious and well-disposed mind. 
Custom and example have so powerful, 
and so imperceptible an influence over 
us, that many well-meaning Christians 
are guilty of a breach of the fourth com- 
mandment, who would tremble at the 
thought of breaking any of the other 
nine. A discourse, therefore, on this 
important subject can seldom be unsea- 
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sonable. To you, my brethren, who come 
here with pious and candid minds, I may 
make an earnest and pressing appeal to 
the understanding and the heart. 

I propose, then, to point out to you, 
first, the origin of the Sabbath ; next, 
the great design of the Christian Sab- 
bath ; and, lastly, to make such remarks 
as may be usefiil to those who assemble 
here for the purpose of moral and relip- 
ous improvement. 

Short and concise as the book of Ge- 
nesis is, yet from the manner of reckon- 
ing time, — fi*om Noah*s sendmg out the 
dove every seventh day to ascertain whe- 
ther the waters of the deluge had sub- 
sided, and from other incidental circum- 
stances that are mentioned, it appears 
that a weekly Sabbath was constantly 
observed from the time of the creation. 
And it is probable, that Noah's sons car- 
ried this religious observance into the 
different parts of the world, where they 
and their descendants were dispersed 
after the flood. 

According to the Jewish Law, the 
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breach of the Sabbath was punished with 
death.^ But our blessed Lord has soften- 
ed this, and many other severities of the 
law of Moses. Yet it is evident from 
the gospel history, that he intended the 
day should still be appropriated to reli«>^ 
gious purposes^ and to works of neces- 
sity and mercy. " The Sabbath/* says 
he, " was made for man." ^ It was made 
for his rest, his comfort, and his spiritual 
improvement. We ought indeed to be 
thankful for the regular return of a day 
of rest. But it is with respect to our 
religious duties, to the improvement of 
our minds, and the salvation of our souls, 
that its beneficial effects are princ^aUy 
to be seen. 

With this view, it is to be observed, 
that we are now in a state of trial for 
eternity. This life, short and uncertain 
as it is, is the only season allotted to us by 
Providence for accomplishing the momen* 
tous purpose for which we were created. 
To be prepared, then, for a future and 

1 Exod. xxxi. 13—15. 2 Mark U. 27. 
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eternal state of existence beyond the 
grave, is surely our chief concern. Now 
what is the intention of the Sabbath, but 
to excite us to reflect on our moral and 
religious duties, and to give us time and 
opportunity to promote our eternal sal- 
vation ? 

We are indebted to God for all the 
blessings of this life, and for all the hopes 
and promises of a better. And as he has 
enjoined us to appropriate every seventh 
day to holy and religious uses, we shall 
be chargeable with the guilt of frustrat- 
ing his purposes of mercy, and disobey- 
ing his righteous will, if we mispend it 
in worldly business or in worldly plea- 
sure. 

My brethren, as I have seen in this 
neighbourhood, with deep concern, a 
growing disregard for the sanctity and 
solemnity of the Lord's Day, it is my 
duty earnestly to admonish you on this 
important subject. Among other profa- 
nations, I allude to the travelling of carts 
and carriages; to persons being employed 
in their worldly occupations, or spending 
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origin of the Sabbath^ and to induce you 
to avoid erery encroachment on its pnv 
per and sacred employm^i^ts, I proceed, 
next, to state to you the wise and impor* 
tant purposes for whidx it was instituted. 

Now, it was instituted to ?be a peirma- 
nent miemorial of oi^eation, to shMr that 
there is a Creator and GoTernob of the 
universe, and to impress ! the ^ hximan 
mind with the conviction^^that we depend 
on him for life, and kx ill the' blessings 
we enjoy. This was the original dedgn 
of the Sabbath under the JeMsh dispen- 
sation. And it ^ manifestly a most ex* 
cellent and humane institution on two 
accounts : first, as a day ofrdigious woi^ 
ship ; and, secondly, as a day oi rest to 
man and beast. 

Under the Christian dispensatickn^ it is 
also designed to remind us of ottJT' re- 
demption from the miseries of the faH; 
Accordingly, when our Sndour finished 
this stupendous work by his resimrection 
from the dead, the Sabbath was changed 
from the seventh to the first day of the 
week, in commemoration of so wonderful 
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an event. To the Israelites^ the Sabbath 
was designed to be a t3rpe of that rest 
which th^ were to enjoy in the land of 
Canaan^ if they were obedient to the laws 
and ordinances of God. To us, it is an 
emblem of that future happiness in the 
heavenly Canaan, where they who wor- 
ship and obey their Maker, shall have a 
happy deliverance from all the trials and 
afflictions of life, and be admitted into 
that ^* r«st, which remaineth to the people 
of God." ^ 

Besides these great purposes for which 
the Sabbath was instituted, there is 
another, already hinted at, which gives 
us a mrat striking display of the divine 
goodness, not only to the laborious class 
of men, but even to the brute creation : 
^^ Six days thou shalt do thy work, and 
on the seventh day thou shalt rest, that 
thine ox and thine ass may rest, and the 
son of thy handmaid and the stranger 
may be refreshed.*' ^ On that sacred day, 
the neck of the ox was not to bend under 

1 Heb. iv, 9. 3 Exod. zxiu. 12. 
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the galling yoke; on that day, neither 
the horse nor the ass were to feel their 
heavy hurden. And on that day, the 
man-servant and the maid-servant were 
to suspend their labour, and to pay par- 
ticular attention to the salvation of their 
souls. 

And here it is to be observed, that it 
is owing, in a great measure, to this divine 
institution, that any religious impressions 
remain on our minds, and that ignorance 
and superstition, vice and profligacy, op- 
pression and barbarism do not univer- 
sally prevail. Were it not for the ap- 
pointment of this sacred day, the bulk of 
mankind would be doomed to incessant 
toil and labour, and would soon lose every 
Serious impression. Among the lower 
classes of society, it is almost the only 
opportunity of their receiving moral and 
religious instruction, and of being taught 
their duty to God and man. And hence, 
as the observance of Sunday is neglected, 
we may expect our Christian principles 
will be forgotten, and sin and iniquity 
will abound. 
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This will shew you the importance of 
devoting one day in seven to the worship 
and service of God, and the guilt of those 
who spend it in worldly or in criminal 
pursuits. And this leads me to point out 
to you in what manner the Sabhath is to 
be kept holy. 

Now the most obvious, and the most 
important duty, to be attended to on this 
day, is that of public worship. With a 
view of impressing your minds with the 
solemnity of the Lord's Day, let it be 
recollected, that the same day is appro- 
priated through the whole Christian world 
to religious duties, and to perpetuate a 
sense of the two great blessings of crea- 
tion and of redemption. Do you not 
think, then, that this idea is wonder- 
fully awful, and peculiarly delightful 
that in every part of the world where the 
great truths of the gospel are known, 
many millions of rational beings are all 
engaged at the same moment in the sub- 
lime exercise of devotion, are all implor- 
ing God's mercy and forgiveness, are all 
offering up their united tribute of thanks 

F 2 
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and praise to him^ who made^ and re- 
deemed, and sanctifies us ? 

If superior brings have any knowledge 
of human events, it must afford them 
satisfaction to see our attention thus 
called off from worldly pursuits, thus 
engaged in prayer^ adoration^ and thanks* 
giving to our Creator, our Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier, and thus anticipatmg, as it 
were, their own more sublime devotion* 
There is something so striking, and so 
affecting in this consideration, to every 
thinking and pious mind, that it is almost 
impossible not to wish to join with th? 
multitude in going to the house of 
prayer, and in taking part in their sub* 
lime and heavenly emplojrment. ^^ How 
amiable are thy tabernacles, thou Lord 
of Hosts! My soul longeth, yea» even 
fainteth for the courts of the Lord ; my 
heart and my flesh crieth out for the 
living God. Blessed are they that dwell 
in thy house ; they will be still praisix^ 
thee.'' » 

^ Pfl. Izziiy. 1 — 4. 
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It is not my intention to enumerate all 
the firivolous excuses that are usually 
made for not attending the public wor- 
ship of God ; excuses which men never 
think of making on less important occa- 
sions. But before any of you, my bre- 
thren, venture to absent yourselves firom 
these religious assemblies, you should 
ask your own heart this single but im- 
portant question: Will the cause for 
which I am about to absent myself be a 
sufficient excuse for me at the great day 
of judgment, when I shall be called upon 
to give an account how I spent my time? 
It will be no excuse for you that others 
do wrong, and that others neglect their 
religious duties. I therefore beseech you 
all, without exception, to allow neither 
business, nor pleasure, nor convivial en- 
tertainment, to interfere with this neces- 
sary duty, and to prevent you from com- 
ing to the house of God, whenever divine 
service is performed. Consider your 
attendance here as an act of obedience 
to the commands of the great Author of 
your being, who will allow none of his 
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laws to be trampled upon with impunity. 
And let those who are in the lower classes 
of society particularly remember, that if 
this most valuable time be either taken 
from them, or be mispent, they are in a 
most lamentable condition ; they mu^t 
be almost of necessity ignorant and aban- 
doned in this world, and consequently 
destitute of all hopes of happiness in the 
next. They have reason to dread, lest 
in an unguarded hour, they be led to 
commit some daring and atrocious crime, 
for which they may be exhibited as an 
awful spectacle of justice. A violation of 
the duties of the Sunday is generally the 
beginning of a wicked and dissolute life. 
Many of those poor, unhappy wretches 
who are brought to the fatal scaffold, 
have been heard to own with their last 
breath, that their first engagements in 
vice, were at a time when they ought to 
have been employed in the duty of public 
worship. We cannot, unless we be dead 
to all the sensibilities of the heart, con- 
template this affecting subject without 
deep and painful emotion. 
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As the fourth commandment is princi- 
pally addressed to masters and heads of 
families, it is a clear intimation that they 
should be particularly careful to promote 
piety and virtue. But let it be observed, 
that it is your duty, not only to attend 
public worship yourselves, but to see that 
all und» your roof and protection do the 
same.^ You should also take care, that 
those who are necessarily detabied at 
home, may be supplied with proper books 
for their reUgious instruction and im^ 
provement. If you are zealous in the 
cause of religion, and in promoting the 
spiritual and eternal interests of your fel- 
low creatures, (and, God knows, there 
never was greater cause for zeal, tem- 
pered with prudence,) you will put your- 
selves to some inconvenience, rather than 
be the cause of letting your servants be 
ignorant of their duty to their " Master 
in heaven," and of their obligations to be 
sober, honest, and devout. 

You see, then, the propriety and the 

* Joshua xxiv. 15. 
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necessity of public worship. But public 
worship is not the only duty required of 
us on the Lord's Day, because it does not 
occupy the whole day. The question 
then is, — How is the remainder to be 
spent? This is an important inquiry. 
Now, let it be remembered, that the IxMrd'd 
Day is wisely intended for our spiritual 
improvement, the attainm^it of a Qiris* 
tian temper, and of a heavenly dii^osi-^ 
tion. Hence, whatever occupations tend 
to promote the improvement and salva- 
tion of the soul, are enjoined on this 
sacred day. On the other hand, what- 
ever employments spread the increase of 
crime, and of misery, are forbidden. And 
as you are liable in this world to many 
pressing temptations from without and 
from within, to act inconsistently with 
your Christian profession, fervent prayer 
for divine assistance, and a serious ex* 
amination of your hearts and conduct, 
are at all times suitable, and especially 
on this sacred day. 

Let me admonish you, therefore, to set 
apart some portion of your time for pri- 
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vate prayer and family devotion, and to 
cultivate those Christian reflections, which 
animate the mind, improve the heart, 
and r^ulate the passions. As it becomes 
accountable beings frequently to review 
the part they have acted, and to reflect 
on their thoughts, their words, and their 
actions, so you should never fail to retire 
in the morning and in the evening, 
thot^h but for a few moments, into your 
closets for the purpose of prayer and self- 
examination. And never forget that we 
require assistance from heaven to correct 
and improve our weak and corrupt na- 
ture, and that if we earnestly pray for it, 
we shall receive it. 

To a good and well-informed mind it 
is pleasing to join in edifying and improv- 
ing conversation. It is pleasing to in- 
struct the ignorant, to relieve the dis- 
tressed, to " visit the fatherless and wi- 
dows in their affliction ;" * to examine 
the stupendous works of God ; * and to 
reflect on his perfections, as they are 

1 Jaaieg i. 27. » Ps. civ. 
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displayed in Creation, in Providence, and 
in Redemption. 

It also affords a delightful employment, 
highly suitable to the solemnity of the 
day, to devote some portion of it to the 
reading of pious books, and especially 
the Bible— the written Word of God, 
which is an unfading '^ lamp unto the 
feet," and a '^ light unto the path," ^ and 
which will conduct the sincere Christian 
to eternal life. The man, whose aim is 
to gratify his passions, and who thinks 
that, if he leave his family in affluence^ 
he has answered the purposes of his 
creation, can derive no pleasure from the 
perusal of the Holy Scriptures. But the 
sentiments of revealed religion are so 
elevated, are so animating, and so con- 
genial to the best feelings of the heart, 
that the true Christian receives the 
greatest comfort from them.^ He derives 
consolation from the Word of God, — ^from 
the glad tidings of salvation through a 
Redeemer, and the hopes of a blessed 

1 Ps. cxiz. 105. 3 Pa. xix. 
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minortality, — ^when the world can afford 
dm no satisfaction, and when all its 
iches are of no avail. 

From all this it appears, that we have 
--ery weighty reasons for the religious 
observance of Sunday. Bear in mind, 
hen, that it was not merely to answer a 
)olitical purpose that the Sabbath was 
)riginally instituted; nor is it in com- 
)liance with the laws of our country that 
t is still enjoined. But it is imposed on 
IS by the highest authority : it is en- 
oined by that wise and Almighty Being, 
;vho issued the ten Commandments from 
Mount Sinai in thunder and lightning,' 
md who has now more fully revealed his 
win to mankind by his Son. " Remem- 
ber, then, the Sabbath day to keep it 
boly." Remember, that it be devoted to 
rehgious purposes by regularly attending 
public worship both in the morning and 
in the evening — ^by private devotion, and 
by acts of piety and mercy. The keep- 
ing of the Sabbath thus holy, is a public 

^ £xod. xix. and xx. 
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avowal of your bdi^ that God made you» 
and that Christ redeemed you. It k a 
becoming mark of gratitude for such 
inestimable goodness and mercy. It af*- 
fords you a proper opportunity of com?- 
posing your minds^ of subduing your 
pasdons, and of reviewing your conduct* 
Amidst the various scries of active Kfio, 
it gives you an opportunity of drawio^ 
ne^ to God in the houJof ,,s^ 
imploring pardon for your sins through 
the merits and int^cession of your Re- 
deemer, and begging the assistance of 
God's Holy Spirit to enable you to dis- 
charge the duties of your station^ and to 
cherish in your soids the principles of 
vital goodness. It gives you time to 
moderate your attachment to the pur- 
suits of this world, which, you know, you 
must soon leave. It tends to secure the 
divine favour on yourselves, on your 
families, and on your country. And it 
is peculiarly calculated to prepare you, 
through Divine Grace, for spending an 
eternal Sabbath of praise in the regions 
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that are above^ in ^^ the city of the living 
God."^ 

I beseech you^ tibien, let not an indif- 
ference to the great and sayh^ truths of 
the gospel erer shew itself among you. 
Let not the church be thinly attended ; 
the Snnday little honoured; the Bible 
litHe read« Let not the means of grace 
a2id salvation be neglected. Be assured^ 
that & select of religion^ or lukewarm- 
nesB about it^ will never secure for you 
the fieivour of God, an interest in C!hrist*s 
atonement and mediation, nor admission 
into the kingdom of heaven. Let the 
great and peculiar doctrines of the gos- 
pel have a strong influence on your 
hearts, and on your conduct. And, let 
it be remembered, that our object is, to 
inculcate good principles among you, to 
preserve you in the Christian faith, by 
constantly recalling to your minds the 
practical application of those truths to 
yoiu* wants and weakness, and to holiness 
of life, and by pressing on yoxir serious 

» Heb. xii. 22. 
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consideration the important question how 
you may meet the closing scene in peace, 
and in hope — ^in the " blessed hope of 
everlasting life, which God has given us 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ/' 

Keep yourselves, therefore, I do not 
say secluded from the society of your 
friends and neighbours on the Lord's 
Day : But I earnestly intreat you, my 
brethren, to keep yourselves from all 
secular, worldly employments that war 
against the soul, and to spend no part of 
it in puritanical gloom and austerity, or, 
on the other hand, in amusements that 
are incompatible with your Christian 
views and profession. 



Ill 
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Genesis iii. 19. 
<* Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." 

We are taught in Scripture, that man in 
Paradise received a command from his 
Maker, to abstain from a particular fruit, 
of which if he ate, he would incur death. 

Man, then, was placed in a state of 
trial. And it was by his own disobedi- 
ence, that he forfeited life for himself, 
and for his posterity. 

When he was OTiginally created^ he 
was innocent, and therefore happy. But 
by the fall, *•' sin entered into the world, 
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and death by sin." * This is tbe awful 
representation given to us in the Word 
of God ; and without this important in- 
formation^ men could . never have ac- 
counted in a satisfactory manner for the 
origin of natural and moral evil. 

Deaths then, was the punishment for 
the disobedience of our first parent9^ 
Adam and Eve. They were created holy 
and happy, with full power to continue 
so; but, being intelligent and free agents, 
and yielding to the temptations of the 
devil, they incurred by their apostacy, 
the divine displeasure. 

Revelation gives the account of this 
fatal change. It informs us, that after 
God had created every other creature, he 
made man ^^ in his own image and like- 
ness," ^ and put him into the garden of 
Eden to till it and to dress it, with this 
injunction : " Of every tree of the gardesi 
thou mayest freely eat ; but of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it ; for in the day that thou 

' Rom. T. 12. • Gen. i. 27. 
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eatest tiiereof, thou shalt surely die/*' 
and forfeit thy title to hapinness. 

It appears, then, that man was allowed 
by his Maker to partake of the fruit of 
every tree of the garden, exoept of one 
tree, which was resenred as a test of his 
alliance and dependence. And it also 
appears, that he was warned of the awful 
consequence of disobedience: he was 
assured, that if he transgressed the divine 
command, from an immortal, he would 
become a mortal being, liable to pain, 
and miseiy, and everlasting death. 

This, I imagine, is the meaning of the 
prohibition contained in the 2nd chapter 
of Genesis, and the transgression of which 
accounts for the origin of evil, and of the 
depravily of human nature. Some have 
considered the command to abstain from 
the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil, literally of not eating the for^ 
bidden fruit in Paradise; and others, 
aMeg(yrically^ of some other prohibition, 
expressed according to the figurative lan^ 

» Gen. ii. 11, 16, 17. 
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guage of the East. But this makes no 
diflference. 

For m either ease the divine will was 
known. The language of the Almighty 
to our first parents wa^, — while you con- 
tinue obedient, you shall live; if you 
disobey, you shall die. 

Continued life, then, or immortality, 
was promised in case of obedience ; and 
death, with its baneful effects, was de- 
nounced in case of disobedience. We all 
know the consequence : we all feel that 
we are deeply involved in Adam's apo- 
stacy. We feel that our nature is cor- 
rupt, and prone to evil. " Who can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean ?'* 
" Not one." ' Had man continued in a 
state of innocence, he would have been 
the object of divine favour. 

But by pelding to the seductions of 
the devil, and the temptations of sin, he 
lost the favour of God, and with it his 
happiness. Divine mercy, however, in- 
terposed, and gradually revealed to 

* Job xiy. 4. 



OR SBXAGESIMA SUNDAY. 115 

wretched man, a gracious and stupen- 
dous plan of redemption. And ever 
since, instead of abandoning him and his 
posterity to sin and misery, God has 
never ceased to manifest clearer discove- 
ries of his goodness and mercy. And at 
last he sent his only Son into the world 
to teach us our duty in the clearest 
manner ; to point out to us the future 
destination of the human race ; and to 
redeem us from sin and eternal death ; 
that is, to expiate human guilt by his 
sufferings and death on the cross. Thus 
our Saviour fulfilled the great design of 
his coming into the world. 

To enumerate all the passages of Scripr 
ture, which might be mentioned to shew 
you the depravity of our nature, and the 
shortness of human life, would occupy 
too much of our time. It may be useful^ 
however, briefly to suggest what lessons 
of wisdom we may learn from thence ; 
what consolation we derive from the 
gospel; how, amidst the weakness and 
corruption of our nature, we may still 
obtain eternal life ; and by what means 
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good men of every rank may be enabled 
to meet death with fortitude. 

It seems hardly necessary to prove 
what no one can well deny. We must 
all admit, that in every period of our 
lives, we are exposed to dangers which 
we cannot avoid, and that we are every 
moment liable to death. In this and 
in ev^7 church-yard you may see graves 
recording lives of different l^igths, the 
graves of infemcy, of youth, and of man-* 
hood, as wdl as of those of old age. 
These shew that no period of our lives is 
exempt from the stroke of death; and 
our own experience gives mournful proofs 
of the same truth. For there are few of 
us but have had to lament the loss either 
of a tender parent, an affectionate brother 
or sister, a promising child, or a kind 
friend. 

Nature, in all its operations, teaches 
wisdom to man. How forcibly does the 
quick succession of day and night admo- 
nish him of the progress of time, and of 
life fast hastening to its close ! ^^ Day 
unto day," says the Psalmist, *^ uttereth 
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^eech ; night unto night teacheth know* 
ledge." ^ When the morning dawns, 
noon b^ins to approach; the evening 
succeeds ; and the day ends in the dark 
shades of night. 

In tike manner, the annual revolutions 
of the seasons warn us by then- quick re- 
turn, that the end of our pilgrimage is 
at hand, and that the time to prepare for 
eternity is rapidly hastening by. " Man/* 
says Job, ^^ that is bom of a woman, is of 
few dsLjs, and is full of trouble. He 
cometh up like a flower, and is cut down; 
he fleeth as a shadow, and continueth 
not" « 

To convince you of this, need I remind 
you, my brethren, of the many genera- 
tions of human beings, who have trod 
the stage of life before us ? Whwe are 
our forefathers? They have answered 
the wise purpose of Providence in their 
creation, and are removed to another 
world. Look forwards to a portion only 
of a single century, and where shall we 

1 Ps. xix. 2. 2 Job xiv. 2- 
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be? We shall all be numbered among 
the dead, and our bodies will be crum- 
bled into dust : " for dust we are, and 
unto dust shall we return." The scene 
of our life is rapidly, though impercep- 
tibly, passing on, and will soon come to 
an end. Happy then is that man who, 
at the close of it, can look back on the 
part he has acted, and sees that it has 
been his great object to promote the glory 
of God and his own salvation, to di£Puse 
virtue and happiness among his fellow- 
creatures, to restrain his evil passions, 
and to improve his mind and morals! 
Though " his heart should begin to faint, 
and his strength to fail him," in the hour 
of expiring nature, there is a gracious 
Being who will support his spirits, and 
be " the strength of his heart, and his 
portion for ever." There is a Saviour 
who died for the pious and the penitent 
believer, and in him he may trust, for he 
came to be " a ransom for many." 

My brethren, if you are not raised by 
Providence to high stations, if you are 
not distinguished by superior talents and 
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learnings you may probably pass through 
life but little noticed^ — nay, you may be 
altogether unobserved by the eye of man. 
And though no monument should be 
erected to your memory, though poste- 
rity should never hear of your nameSi 
let it never be forgotten, that you are 
now, equally with the richest and the 
mightiest, in a state of trial for eternity ; 
that as you now sow, you will hereafter 
reap ; and that you should make a good 
use of your time, your talents, and the 
blessings you enjoy. 

Our fathers were once active and 
healthy, but they are now removed to 
the mansions of the dead ; and nature 
teaches us, with resistless eloquence, that 
we too must make room for another gene- 
ration, and pass away as they have done 
before us. 

We know that even kings, and states- 
men, and heroes, however powerful, and 
eloquent, and brave, are not exempt from 
the great law of mortality, but must 
share the universal doom. 

Nor is man the only object that hastens 
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to decay. History shows us in its in- 
structive pages, that the most populous 
cities, and the most powerful empires, 
have gradually risen to maturity, and, 
like the wave of the troubled ocean, have 
at last disappeared. In proof of this, let 
me ask — ^Where is Babylon, the mighty 
Babylon, which, if the accounts qf ancient 
historians, such as Herodotus, are to be 
credited, was considered as one of the 
wonders of the world? Babylon, how- 
ever, is now fallen, and is become, " a 
desolation among nations'^ ^ 

Where is Nineveh ? Nineveh was once 
one of the largest and most powerful 
cities of the world. The prophet Jonah 
says, it was '* an exceeding great city, a 
journey of three days^^ These, then, 
were places once extremely populous, 
magnificent, and renowned ; but now, 
(so completely are the awful predictions 
of Scripture fulfilled I) they are wild and 
solitary desarts. So totally are they 
rased from their foundation, that traveU 

1 Jer. li. 43. * Jonah iii. 3. 
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lers are at a loss to know the precise spot 
on which they stood. 

It is further to be remarked, that some 
states and empires, which were once in 
the greatest rudeness, ignorance, and 
barbarism, have by degrees become the 
seats of learning, religion, and civiliza- 
tion. And others, which were distin- 
guished for their progress in science, 
literature, and refinement, have degene- 
rated through luxury and vice, and have 
declined in manners, and in morals, and 
in all estimation. 

This happy country, my brethren, 
which has given us birth ; this country 
which equally protects every man's per- 
son and property, and which bestows on 
every rank of society the most valuable 
blessings, — should be the peculiar object 
of our affection. Yet who knows but 
Great Britain, which, at present, is the 
promoter of the arts and sciences, and 
the seat of literature, taste, and ms^ifi^ 
cence, of morals and religion, may at 
some very remote period, fall from its 
height of grandeur and renown, and sink 

G 



122 FOR THE NBW TEAB^ 

gradually into its origiaal obscurity and 
barbarism? Perhaps some stranger, 
prompted by its former splendour and 
celebrity, and excited by that curiosity 
which is natural to the human breast, 
may in some future age visit its once 
hospitable shore, and pointing to the site 
of its metropolis, may exclaim with great 
enthusiasm, — " Here once stood the 
wonder of the universe ! Not a trace 
now of those stately buildings which his* 
tory records ! The very spot on which 
so much beauty and grandeur were for- 
merly displayed, exhibits nothing but soli* 
tude and savageness !" 

All this awakens a painful but interest* 
ing train of thought. Reflections of this 
sort on the fate and revolutions of king- 
doms, on the uncertainty of human life, 
and on the course of time, tend to mo* 
derate our attachment to the pleasures 
and pursuits of this fluctuating world, 
and to guard us against its vices, its vani* 
ties, and its temptations. For why should 
we be too anxious about objects which 
are so fleeting in their nature, and so 
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liable to change ? All human pleasure is 
transitory ! All men are frail and mor- 
tal ! The world itself is passing away : 
it must yield to the final conflagration. 
^^ One thing," however, *^ is needful," ^ 
about which we cannot be too careful, 
because it is essential to our happiness, 
is of inestimable value, and will survive 
the dissolution of the world. The body 
must die, and become a mass of corrup- 
tion ; but the soul is distinct from matter, 
is immortal in its nature, and will live 
for ever. The care of our souls, then, 
ought to have the Jirst place in our 
hearts. Our eternal salvation through 
our Redeemer, should be the great and 
leading object of our pursuits. For 
" what wiU it profit a man, if he gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul ?"' 
This momentous consideration should 
make us frequently and carefully examine 
our hearts and conduct, should deter us 
from sin and bad company, and should 
excite us to piety and virtue. It should 

1 Luke X. 42. ^ Mark viii. 86. 
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induce us to " keep a conscience void of 
offence both towards God, and towards 
man." ' 

II. This leads me, my brethren, to 
direct your attention to some inferences 
which may be drawn from this subject. 

In the first place, as we are fr^il and 
mortal beings, we should guard against 
pride and vanity. Neither rank, nor 
riches, nor learning, will exempt us from 
afflictions, disease, and death. In the 
grave both the high and the low, the 
rich and the poor, the friend and the foe, 
are mingled together. " There," in the 
elegant and impressive language of Job, 
" the wicked cease from troubling, and 
the weary are at rest." " TherCy the pri- 
soners rest together ; they hear not the 
voice of the oppressor. The small and 
the great are there ; and the servant is 
free from his master." ^ 

As fellow-creatures, then, fellow-mor- 
tals, and fellow Christians, we should 
learn from hence sentiments of humanity. 

1 Acts xxiv. 16. 2 Job iii. 17—19. 
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A deep sense of the infirmities of our 
nature should prompt us to he pious and 
humhle^ to cherish kind and benevolent 
affections^ and to do every thing in our 
power to alleviate human misery and 
distress. 

In the second place, we see how 
wretched a being man is, uncheered by 
the light of the gospel and unaided by 
the Holy Spirit. How miserable would 
our condition be, if this life were the 
whole of our existence, and if we had no 
prospect beyond it ! no faith in a Creator 
and Redeemer ! no hope of pardon, and 
no prospect of eternal life ! But it is 
peculiarly consolatory to the human mind 
to see the light of divine truth beam forth 
amidst the greatest darkness and distress, 
and to reflect that, " Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners." * Blessed 
be God, our views are not confined to 
this transitory world. If we are faithful 
and good Christians, we have the hope 
of pardon, on our sincere repentance and 

1 1 Tim. i 15. 
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amendment: we have the promise of 
divine assistance, if we fervently pray 
for it. Nay more, we have the animat- 
ing hope of eternal life and happiness in 
heaven. These are inestimable blessings 
for which we cannot be sufficiently thank- 
ful. So that, you see, if it be not our 
ovm fault, we are rescued from future 
punishment through the divine mercy in 
the Christian covenant. To the good- 
ness of God (not to our own merits) we 
are indebted for these gracious offers. 
For ^* the wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord " * 

In the third place, amidst all the trials 
and afflictions of this life, the prospect of 
a better world animates the human mind, 
cheers us on the bed of sickness, and 
supports us in our last moments. Though 
death has deprived us of some of our 
friends and relations, yet we believe, that 
they are still in existence, and are re- 
moved to a better world. And though 

1 Rom. vi. 23. 
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old age be approaching, and our own dis* 
solution be drawing nigh, we have the 
unspeakable comfort to know, that if we 
have walked in the way of the Lord while 
here, and conscientiously fulfilled all the 
duties of a Christian life, death will be a 
passage to an endless state of happiness, 
where (to use the words of Scripture) we 
shall feel ^^ no more sorrow, nor pain, 
nor sickness ; for God will wipe away all 
tears from our eyes." * 

And here it may be remarked, that 
death of itself has always something ter- 
rific in it, but, to the faithful follower of 
Christ, the gospel has divested it of its 
terrors. Our Lord has brought " life and 
immortality to light." * We are assured, 
that, ^^ as he rose firom the dead, we shall 
rise also." Here we have no continuing 
dty, but we seek one to come^^ " a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God." ^ " For we know, 
that if our earthly house of this taber- 
nacle (the body) were dissolved, we have 

J Rev. xxi. 4. 2 2 Tim. L 10. ' Heb. xiii. 14. 

* Heb. xi. 10. 
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a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens." * 

In the fourth place, let the considera- 
tion of these animating truths show you 
the importance of public worship and in- 
struction. Let it excite you to reform 
what is wrong in your disposition, in your 
temper, and in your actions. I cannot 
too earnestly admonish you to be regular 
in your attendance at church, whenever 
divine service is performed; but most 
especially every Sunday, it is your duty 
to present yourselves here in the courts 
of the Lord's house, to unite in the public 
worship of God, both in the morning and 
aft^^ernoon. When you draw near to God, 
let it be in the spirit of humility, of 
peace, and goodwill. And remember, I 
beseech you, that you should be devout, 
serious, and attentive, and that nothing 
should interfere with the important du- 
ties of the moment. 

In the last place, since we all know 
that every year, every day brings us 

1 2 Cor. V. 1. 
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nearer to the grave, " the house appointed 
for all living/' let it " so teach us to num- 
ber our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom." ^ - Let us make a 
good use of the opportunities which Pro- 
vidence bestows on us, and do our duty 
faithfully and conscientiously in that sta- 
tion of life, into which it has pleased God 
to call us. In proportion to the advan- 
tages we enjoy, he expects us to make 
improvement. ^^ All are to rise from 
their graves ! " All the good shall rise 
to glory and eternal life ; and all the bad 
shall awake to shame and everlasting grief 
and torment.^ Now this, my brethren, 
is the most interesting, the most impor- 
tant, the most momentous truth that can 
be conceived. It is a truth, which should 
be deeply impressed upon all your hearts, 
whether you be rich or poor, learned or 
ignorant, old or young. Let it be your 
great study, then, to prepare yourselves, 
through divine grace, for death and judg- 
ment. If you examine your hearts and 

1 Ps. xc. 12. 2 Rom. ii. 7—10. 

G 3 
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conduct with attention, you will acknow- 
ledge that, in the course of last year, 
you have often said or done something, 
which, on reflection, you now regret. 
Your time has not been always spent in 
the best manner. Some have not been 
attentive to public worship and private 
devotion ; and others have been addicted 
to drunkenness and sinful pleasures, and 
have not acquired habits of sobriety and 
chastity. I therefore feel it my duty to 
warn all such persons to repent of their 
sins, to reform their lives, and to be pre- 
pared to answer for their conduct at the 
great day of judgment. 

You have now begun a new year ; and 
it behoves you to lead a new life. 

Trusting in the gracious *^ promises " 
of the gospel, let us '* cleanse ourselves 
from all pollution of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.*' * 
Let us endeavour, more and more, to 
acquire a sound faith, a pure heart, and 
a holy life. Then, under every dispen- 

1 2 Cor. di. 1. 
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sation of Providence, however severe, you 
may rest assured, that good designs are 
carrying on for your advantage. Then, 
we shall be enabled to adopt the language 
of the pious Psalmist : ^^ Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil ; for thou art 
with me ; thy rod and thy staff they com- 
fort me.*' * And then we may exclaim 
with the great Apostle of the Gentiles : 
*' O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, 
where is thy victory ? The sting of death 
is sin ; and the strength of sin is the law; 
but thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast and unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord." ^ 

* Ps. xxiii. 4. 2 1 Qqy, xv. 55 — 58. 
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THE CHARACTER OF JOSEPH. 

[preached in LENT-J 



Genesis xlv. 4 — 8. 

*< And Joseph said uDto his brethren, come near to 
me, I pray you ; and they came near. And he said, 
I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 
Now, therefore, be not grieved nor angry with your- 
selves that ye sold me hither, for God did send me 
before you to preserve life. For these two years hath 
the famine been in the land, and yet there are five 
years in the which there shall be neither earing nor 
harvest. And God sent me before you, to preserve 
you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by 
a great deliverance. So now it was not you that sent 
me hither, but God." 

Of all the patriarchal histories^ that of 
Joseph and his brethren is the most in- 
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teresting and instructive. No one of 
true sensibility can read the life of this 
great and good man^ without being de- 
lighted and edified by it. 

I propose, therefore, from the words 
of the text, to illustrate the character of 
Joseph, to excite in your minds a devout 
regard to the hand of Providence in the 
affairs of human life ; and to show you 
that he, whose character we are about to 
consider, was a striking type of the Mes- 
siah, — of that great and only Mediator, 
through whom we worship God, and 
humbly hope to obtain pardon, and grace, 
and eternal life, — blessings which the 
light of nature could never have disco- 
vered, and which are clearly revealed in 
the gospel. At an early age Joseph 
began to feel distress. This distress, 
you know, arose from Jacob's partiality 
towards him . Now, you who are parents, 
may learn a useful lesson from thence, 
and should be led to guard against any 
partiality of affection in the love which 
you bear towards your children. If un- 
fortunately, however, you have cherished 
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a partiality for one of your children, you 
should endeavour to conceal it ; for, if it 
be observed by the rest, envy and quar- 
rels will ensue : and perhaps the sparks 
of jealousy and hatred, which you have 
kindled in their infant breasts, may not 
be extinguished, when they grow up to 
manhood. This remark is strikingly ex- 
emplified in the history before us. For, 
in the absence of their father, we find 
Joseph's brethren laying a horrible plot 
for his destruction. "When they saw 
him afar ofF,'' says the sacred historian, 
" even before he came near unto them, 
they conspired against him to put him to 
death. And they said one to another. 
Behold this dreamer cometh! Come 
now, therefore, let us kill him, and cast 
him into some pit ; and we will say, an 
evil beast hath devoured him." ^ 

On this occasion, Reuben, who seems 
to have retained some affection for Jo- 
seph, suggests a method of rescuing him. 
With this view he said to his brethren, 

* 

1 Gen. xxxvii. 18—20. 
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*^^ Shed no blood ; but cast him into this 
pit, and lay no hands on him.'* ^ To this 
proposal they agreed. ^^ And they stript 
him of his coat, and cast him into a pit ; 
and the pit was empty: there was no 
water in it." And here, to the amaze- 
ment of every one, who is not lost to all 
the feelings of humanity, ten individuals 
sit down to " eat bread," while he is con- 
signed to be starved to death.^ During 
this repast, and while he was feeling the 
greatest anguish of mind, providentially 
a company of Ishmaelitish merchants 
passed by in their way to Egjrpt ; where- 
upon another expedient was suggested : 
" What profit is it," said Judah, " if we 
should slay our brother ? Come, let us 
sell him to the IshmaeUtes, and let us 
not lay our hands on him, for he is our 
brother and our flesh." ^ 

To this proposal his brothers agreed. 
And now you see them selling him for 
20 pieces of silver,^ with as little feeling 
and remorse, as if he had been one of 

1 Gen. xxxvii. 22. ^ Q^n^ xxxvii. 23-— 25. 

» Gen. xxxvii. 26, 27. « Gen. xxxvii. 28. 



136 THE CHARACTER OF JOSEPH. 

their camels. Thus was Joseph rescued 
from the deepest anguish and distress, 
and carried into Egypt. There he be- 
came a slave in the house of Potiphar. 
Though this was a great and sudden 
change, yet he cheerfully submitted to 
the will of Providence, and resolved faith- 
fully to perform the duties of that station 
of life in which he now found himself so 
unexpectedly placed. In this humble 
capacity he continued but a short time 
before his diligence, his integrity, and his 
sobriety attracted the attention of his 
master, who, in consequence of the high 
opinion he formed of his principles and 
conduct, made him *^ overseer of his 
house." ^ 

But observe the mutability of worldly 
prosperity. Scarcely had he escaped one 
danger, when he was exposed to a still 
greater. Allured by his youth, his beauty, 
and his engaging manners, Potiphar's 
wife endeavoured to seduce him from the 
path of virtue. And here you will see 

^ Gen. xxxix. 4. 
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the great importance to him of his reli- 
gious principles : " How," says he, " can 
I commit this great wickedness, and sin 
against God ?" * 

This is a striking instance of piety, 
and of self-government; and, in this 
enlightened but dissolute age, I cannot 
press upon you with too much earnest- 
ness these important duties. When you 
consider the weakness and depravity of 
human nature, you have the greatest 
reason to guard against criminal pas- 
sions, to " keep yourselves unspotted 
from the" vices of the " world," ^ and to 
pray fervently for the aid of God's Holy 
Spirit that you may not be " led into 
temptation." ^ 

Joseph's innocence, however, does not 
save him from the rage of his disap- 
pointed mistress : he becomes the object 
of her bitter resentment, and is com- 
mitted to prison by means of her false 
accusations, where he continues for the 
space of three years, till, by his interpre- 

> Gen. zxxix. 9. ^ James i. 27. ' Matth. vi. 13. 
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tation of some dreams concerning an 
impending famine, he was released, and 
^^ made rxiler over all the land of Egypt." ^ 

The nature and causes of dreams have 
been difficult to be accounted for : I pre- 
tend not to comprehend, and therefore 
do not undertake to explain this wonder- 
ful mode of perception. 

It may be remarked^ however, that 
dreams may be useful as physical admo- 
nitions. Dreams may also be useful as 
means of conve3dng instruction : and, in 
the early ages of the world, the divine 
will was occasionally revealed in this ex- 
traordinary manner. And certainly, when 
they remind us of any duty which we 
have neglected, or of any sin which we 
have committed, they are signs of the 
divine goodness, and proofs of a parti- 
cular Providence. But to be always 
viewing them with superstitious atten- 
tion, is a proof of a weak and ill-informed 
mind. 

Before we view Joseph as governor of 

i Gen. xli. 43. 
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Egypt, it may be proper to observe his 
conduct in prison. God, for wise pur- 
poses, does not always preserve his most 
faithful servants from trouble in this state 
of trial. But although he does not ex- 
empt them from the common lot of 
human nature, yet he administers aid and 
consolation to them amidst the various 
trials and afflictions of life to which they 
are exposed. Accordingly we are told 
that " the Lord was with Joseph, and 
showed him mercy, and gave him favour 
in the sight of the keeper of the prison/' ' 
Hence we learn, that when calamities 
befal a good man, God is not forgetful of 
him, but supports his mind, and alleviates 
his distress. 

The famine, we find, was now in the 
land. Impelled by want, Jacob's sons go 
down into Egypt to buy com. " But 
Benjamin, Joseph's own brother, Jacob 
did not send, lest peradventure mischief 
should befal him." ^ 

They were directed to Joseph, who, 

' Gen. xxxix. 21. ^ Gen. zlii. 4. 
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for his wisdom and prudence, was made 
governor of the land, and " sold corn to 
all the people." Perceiving that they 
discovered not who he was, the idea of 
sending for his younger brother suggested 
itself. To see whether affliction had 
softened and improved their hearts^ he 
put them into prison for three days, and 
pretended that they were spies. And 
mark here the wonderful power of con- 
science. Several years had elapsed since 
they had conspired to put him to death, 
and now they are at a great distance 
from the spot where this shocking cruelty 
was planned, and yet no sooner did dis- 
tress come upon them, than the recollec- 
tion of their atrocious conduct instantly 
took possession of their thoughts ; and 
they are forced, by the keen reproaches 
of a guilty conscience, to say one to 
another, ^' we are verily guilty concern- 
ing our brother, in that we saw the an- 
guish of his soul when he besought us, 
and we would not hear ; therefore is this 
distress come upon us. And Reuben 
answered them, saying, Spake I not unto 
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you, saying, Do not sin against the youth; 
and ye would not hear : therefore^ be- 
hold also, his blood is required." ^ 

This shows you, that God has endued 
us with a strong sense of good and evil, 
and that afflictions are often intended to 
lead us to repentance, and to promote 
our improvement. 

On the third day, Joseph dismissed 
them with a supply of com, and only 
bound Simeon, to show them what they 
all deserved. On their arrival in Canaan, 
they were alarmed to find that every 
man's money was in his sack. 

After a time, when they had consumed 
the com which they carried with them, 
they were obliged to make another jour- 
ney ; and Jacob, at the earnest intreaty 
of Judah, at last consents with extreme 
reluctance to part with his son Benjamin. 
" If it must be so," said the good old 
man with an aching heart, ^' If it must be 
so now, do this : take of the best fruits 
in the land in your vessels, and carry 
down the man a present, a little balm, 

> Gen. xlii. 21, 22. 
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and a little honey, spices and m3rrrh, 
nuts and almonds. And take double 
money in your hand, and the money that 
was in the mouth of your sacks, carry it 
again in your hand : peradventure it was 
an oversight. Take also your brother, 
and arise, and go again unto the man. 
And God Almighty give you mercy be- 
fore the man, that he may send your 
other brother, and Benjamin ! If I be be- 
reaved of my children, I am bereaved.'* * 
While we are speaking of the miseries 
of famine, we ought to reflect with feel- 
ings of gratitude to the Giver of all good, 
that we Uve in a country, which produces 
all the necessaries and comforts of life. 
With a view to promote contentment, 
let it also be observed, that we have great 
reason to be thankful that our lives and 
property are secured by mild and equit- 
able laws, and that every one enjoys the 
fruit of his own honest industry. In 
this free and Protestant country, one day 
in seven is set apart for religious worship 

^ Gen. xliii. 11 — 14. 
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and instruction; and for rest from la- 
bour. On every Sunday you ought to 
attend the house of prayer with humble, 
penitent, and devout hearts. On this 
sacred day, every man, if it be not his 
own fault, may be instructed in the great 
and fundamental articles of the Christian 
faith. Every man, therefore, may know 
the sublime and momentous truths of 
the gospel. Now reflect on these inesti- 
mable blessings as you ought, and youi 
hearts will be filled with gratitude to that 
gracious Being, who bestows on us all 
the blessmgs and comforts of this life, 
and all the hopes and assurances of a 
better. 

K you read your Bibles with attention, 
you will find that the account of the seven 
years of plenty is given in a few words. 
But the sacred historian dwells much 
longer on his account of the seven years 
of famine. Now this corresponds with 
what we see, and what we feel in nature. 
When distress of any kmd presses upon 
us, each minute seems wonderfully pro- 
tracted. But seasons of joy and happi- 
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ness pass on rapidly in appearance, and 
leave not such a lasting impression on 
the mind. 

When the sons of Jacob made their 
second journey into Egypt, and presented 
themselves to Joseph, the first question 
which he asked was about the health of 
their father : " Is your father well, the 
old man of whom ye spake ? h he yet 
alive ?" * And then, looking with an eye 
of affection on Benjamin, he inquired if 
he was the younger brother " of whom 
they spoke." But too many tender emo- 
tions arose in his breast to be suppressed. 
He was obliged to withdraw, and to give 
vent to his feelings in private. " He 
made haste, for his bowels did yearn upon 
his brother ; and he sought where to 
weep ; and he entered into his chamber, 
and wept there." ^ 

After he had composed himself, he 
returns, orders an entertainment to be 
provided for them, and, having previously 
commanded his steward to put his cup 

' Gen. xliii. 27. ' Gen. xlui. 29, 30. 
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into the sack of the youngest, dismisses 
them with a fresh supply of com. They 
had not proceeded far, when they were 
overtaken, and accused of theft. Consci- 
ous of innocence, they deny the charge ; 
but to their surprise and confusion, when 
search was made for the cup, it was found 
in Benjamm's sack. 

With shame and terror, they are again 
brought before Joseph ; whereupon Judah, 
who had been most urgent with his father 
to send Benjamin, tries to excite his pity 
and compassion.^ 

He represents to him, in a most touch- 
ing and pathetic speech, the miserable 
condition of his aged parent, worn out 
with years and sorrow, still lamenting 
the loss of his favourite son ; now com- 
pelled by want to part with the son of 
his old age, and extremely anxious for 
his safety and return. And he concludes 
with these a£Pecting words : — " If we do 
not bring him back with us, and mischief 
befal him, we shall bring down the grey 

' See Dr. Hunter's Sacred Biograpby in loc, 

H 
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hairs of our father with sorrow to the 
grave. Now, therefore, I pray thee, let 
thy servant remam a bondman to my 
lord> instead of the lad ; and let the lad 
go up with his brethren, lest I see the 
evil that will come on my father." * 

Every one, who admires the language 
of nature, must be deeply a£Pected by this 
moving speech. Accordingly Joseph 
could not restrain the emotions of his 
heart. *^ And he cried. Cause every man 
to go out from me. And there stood no 
man with him, while Joseph made him- 
self known unto his brethren : and he 
wept aloud." Being left alone with his 
brothers, he made the astonishing disco- 
very, " I am Joseph.^^ ^ 

It is impossible to conceive, much less 
to describe the emotions of their souls 
on this affecting occasion. ^^ His bre- 
thren," we are told, ^' could not answer 
him, for they were troubled at his pre- 
sence."^ Nor need we wonder at it. 
The page of history does not show a 

^ Gen. zliy. 31—- 34. s Gen. xly. 1—3. 

> Gen. xly. 3. 
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acre striking contrast between virtue and 
ice^ innocence and guilt. On the one 
land^ we behold Joseph^ melting into 
jrmpathy and forgiveness ; equally trans- 
ported and astonished, when he reflected 
m the wonders of Providence. And on 
he other, we see criminals, conscious of 
fuilt, agitated with remorse, and unable 
o make any reply. 

Joseph, having recovered himself, did 
lot proceed, as many in his situation 
vould have done, to vent his fury and 
'evenge; but to extenuate their guilt, 
ind to comfort them with this animating 
assurance, that a wise and good Provi- 
lence bad so directed the course of events, 
hat what they considered as a calamity, 
lad proved a blessing to their father, to 
hemselves, and to their posterity. ^^ Now 
herefore be not grieved, nor angry with 
(^ourselves, that ye sold me hither; for 
Sod did send me before you to preserve 
yon a posterity in the earth, and to save 
four lives by a great deliverance." 

And thus, we see, that God renders 
duman passions and wickedness subser- 

H 2 



148 THE CHARACTER OF JOSEPH. 

vient to his own wise and good purposes. 
But we must not infer from hence, that 
since God brings good out of evil, he is 
therefore the Author of evil. No, my 
brethren : ^^ God," sajrs the apostle James, 
" cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man. But every man 
is tempted, when he is drawn away of his 
own lusts, and enticed." * 

The next scene is described with the 
most beautiful and unaffected simplicity. 
^^ Haste ye," says Joseph, " and go up to 
my father, and say unto him. Thus saith 
thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord 
of all Egypt ; come down unto me, tarry 
not. And thou shalt dwell in the land 
of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto 
me, thou, and thy children, and thy chil- 
dren's children, and thy flocks, and thy 
herds, and all that thou hast. And there 
will I nourish thee, (for yet there are five 
years of famine,) lest thou, and thy house- 
hold, and all that thou hast, come to 
poverty. And you shall tell my father 

^ James i. 13, 14. 
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of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that 
you have seen ; and ye shall haste, and 
bring down my father hither. And he 
fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, 
and wept ; and Benjamin wept upon his 
neck. Moreover, he kissed all his bre- 
thren, and wept upon them ; and, after 
that, his brethren talked with him." * 

The condition of this good old man 
had long been truly pitiable. We here 
behold this aged patriarch, after suffering 
many domestic afflictions, at length bend- 
ing under the infirmities of age. He 
had long been deprived of Rachel, to 
whom he had been endeared by the strong 
ties of conjugal affection. God had, in 
great mercy, removed her from grief and 
sorrow, which might have overwhelmed 
her tender heart. 

This leads me to remark, that this life 
is a mixed scene of joy, and of sorrow. 
Jacob, however, before his death, was 
not only to have the unexpected happi- 
ness of hearing that his son Joseph was 

I Gen. xlv. 9—15. 
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alive, but of being delivered through his 
prudence from aU the horrors of an in- 
creasing famine, and of seeing him raised 
to a situation of the highest rank and 
importance in the land of Egypt where 
he lived. What must have been the 
emotions of his heart, which had been 
long embittered with the deepest afflic- 
tion, when his sons returned to the land 
of Canaan, and told him, ^' Joseph is yet 
alive, and he is governor over all the land 
of Egypt !" * The tidings were too joyful, 
and too unexpected, to be at once be- 
lieved. " And Jacobus heart fainted, for 
he believed them not. And they told 
him all the words of Joseph, which he 
had said unto them ; and when he saw 
the waggons, which Joseph had sent to 
carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father 
revived. And he said, It is enough: 
Joseph my son is yet aUve : I will go and 
see him before I die." ^ 

We now behold him, in the decline of 
Ufe, removing with his family into Eg]rpt. 

1 Gen. xlv. 26. > Gen. xlv. 25—28. 
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The first interview between Jacob and 
Joseph is very affecting : it is thus beau* 
tifuUy and feelingly related by the histo- 
rian : And " Joseph made ready his cha- 
riot, and went up to Gosben to meet his 
father ; and presented himself unto him. 
And he fell on his neck, and wept on his 
neck a good while." The venerable 
patriarch, m the overflovnngs of his heart, 
could only say : " Now let me die, since I 
have seen thy face ! because thou art yet 
aUve !'• * 

From the history of Joseph, thus far 
illustrated, several important reflections 
may be drawn, which claim our atten- 
tion. 

In the first place, his fratemid affec- 
tion is peculiarly striking. Indeed the 
whole tenor of his conduct to his bro- 
thers shows the most cordial forgiveness. 
This will clearly appear, if we reflect on 
a very remarkable transaction, after his 
father's death. The tender tie, which, 
they thought, had secured them from 

' Gen. zlvi. 29, 30. 
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punishment^ was now broken. " When 
Joseph's brethren saw that their father 
was dead, they said: Joseph, perhap:!$, 
will hate us, and will repay all the evil 
which we did unto him." * But they 
were much mistaken. No resentment 
harboured in his breast. Bad men are 
alarmed, when no mischief is intended. 
This was the case with Joseph's brethren. 
They, therefore, first sent, and afterwards 
came to implore his forgiveness. But 
observe his anxiety to remove their suspi- 
cions : " Fear not," said he to them in 
great tenderness, " for though ye devised 
evil against me, God meant it for good. 
Now, therefore, fear ye not : I will nou- 
rish you and your little ones. And he 
comforted them, and spake kindly unto 
them."* In Joseph, then, we have a 
striking example of the forgiveness of in- 
juries, which is peculiarly necessary for 
us to imitate in our intercourse with the 
world. No station is at all times secure 
from the ingratitude of friends, or the 

1 Gen. 1. 15. « Gen. 1, 19— 21, 
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malevolence of enemies. Our Saviour 
prepares us to expect them : " offences,' 
says he, " must needs come." * But were 
they always punished according to the 
measure which passion might dictate, 
the world would soon be deluged with 
blood. We are sinful and imperfect be- 
ings ; and we are disciples of that blessed 
Saviour, who by precept and example, 
has taught us " to forgive, as we hope to 
be forgiven. For if ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses." * 

So far, then, from having a spirit of 
hatred and revenge, if a spirit of bene- 
volence and Christian charity does not 
animate our hearts, and regulate our con- 
duct, we are uninfluenced by the clearest 
and most important principles of the 
gospel,— that gospel, which was graci- 
ously intended to restrain our wicked 
passions, to repress quarrels and conten- 
tions, and to promote '^ peace on earth, 
and goodwill towards men." * " For by 

^ Matth. xyiii. 7. ' Matth. yi. 14, 15. ' Luke ii. 14. 
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this," says our divine Master, '* shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another." ' 

In the second place, Joseph, amidst 
the various trials and vicissitudes of his 
eventful life, showed a devout attention 
to the ways of Providence. One who 
had been accustomed to look no higher 
than himself, would have imputed all his 
aflBlictions to his brothers. He would 
have viewed the past events of his life 
with pride and self-importance, and would 
have laid the cruelty of throwing him 
into the pit, — of selling him to the Ish- 
maelites, — of being a slave in Eg]rpt, — 
and of being cast into prison, all to ihext 
charge. Whereas, he would have attri- 
buted his advancement to Pharaoh^s 
court, and, in short, all his greatness to 
his Cfmi talents and good conduct. But 
sentiments of this sort are unworthy of 
so pious a man. He looked beyond all 
secondary causes to the grand and pri- 
mary cause of events. '^ It was not you. 

> John ziii. 95. 
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that sent me hither^ but God^ So far 
from being elated with his success in life, 
he ascribed it entirely to his Maker. 

In the third place^ his fiUal piety is 
another lovely feature of his character, 
which I would earnestly impress on the 
mind of every young person here pre- 
sent. Though his father*s occupation as 
a shepherd was held in contempt among 
the Egyptians, yet he did every thing 
that fiUal piety required for the ease and 
comfort of his aged parent. What an 
example is here set to many, who neglect 
this important duty, and who, instead of 
assisting their indigent parents, leave 
them to the care of others ! 

I shall not, however, be able on the 
present occasion to enlarge, as I could 
have wished, on the important duties 
which children owe to their parents, or 
give that attention to this part of the 
character of Joseph which the subject so 
justly merits. For my time will now 
only permit me, in the last place, very 
briefly to show you, that Joseph is a 
striking and beautiful type of our Savi- 
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ouTy " who came into the world to save 
sinners," ^ and who, through his atone- 
ment and mediation, has put us into a 
capacity of obtaining eternal life and 
happiness. 

Was Joseph hated by his brethren, 
and did they conspire against him to put 
him to death ? Jesus, the eternal Son 
of God, who came down from heaven, 
met with the most cruel sufferings from 
those, whom he came to instruct and re- 
deem. Instead of welcome, he met with 
reproach. " He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not. But as many 
as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe in his name." ^ 

Did Joseph's brethren sell him for 
twenty pieces of silver ? We read that 
Judas betrayed our blessed Saviour^ and 
sold him for " thirty pieces of silver." ^ 

Did Joseph resist and overcome temp- 
tation? Our Lord was tempted of the 
devil, and, after a severe trial of his con- 

» 1 Tim. i. 15. 2 johni. 11, 12. 

» Matth. xxvi. 14—16. 
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stancy, triumphed over every enemy of 
our salvation.^ 

Was Joseph placed between two cri- 
minals ? Did he foretel the advancement 
of the one^ and the approaching death of 
the other ? We read in the evangelical 
history, that Christ was crucified between 
two thieves :^ he predicted that the one 
would that day be with him in paradise, 
and that the other would die impenitent. 
Did the son of Jacob continue three 
years in prison? The Son of God lay 
three days in the grave. Joseph, cor- 
dially forgiving his brethren, is likewise 
a striking tyipe of him, who, in his life 
and in his death, has taught us the di- 
vine lesson of forgiveness : " Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what 
they do." ^ 

Joseph diligently discharged his duty, 
and by his prudence and sagacity saved 
his country from impending ruin : our 
blessed Lard, in like manner, interposed 
for the salvation of the world, inculcated 

1 Matth. iv. 1—11. * Matth. xxvii. 38. 
' Luke xxiii. 34. 
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the great duties which we owe to God 
and man^ and ^^ hrought life and immor- 
tality to light through the gospel."* 
" Therefore, being justified by faith^ we 
have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ,"^ who was delivered " for 
our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification." ^ 

Was Joseph raised from the dungeon 
to the palace ; from a prisoner did he 
become the governor of Egypt, and the 
preserver of the kingdom ? Jestis, be it 
ever remembered, took our nature upon 
him, and suffered death upon the cross 
for our redemption. And after he had 
expiated human guilt by his sufferings 
and death, he rose from the dead, 
ascended into heaven, '^ and sitteth at 
the right hand of God to make interces- 
sion for us." ^ " Wherefore," says the 
Apostle, '* God hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name, which is above 
every name ; that at the name of Jeaus^ 

i 2 Tim. i. 10. ^ Rom. ▼. 1. > Rom. it. 25. 

♦ Heb. vii. 25. 



THE CHARACTER OF JOSEPH. 159 

every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth ; and that every tongue 
should confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord^ 
to the glory of God the Father.'* * 

Hence, from his death, his resurrec- 
tion, and his ascension, arise our most 
animating hopes, our chief consolation, 
our future and eternal happiness. 

To him, therefore, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, be ascribed, as is most 
due, all glory, honour, and majesty, now 
and for ever. 

» Philip, xi. 9—11. 
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THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THE POOR. 



Matthew xi. 5. 
" The poor have the gospel preached to them." 

We are informed in the gospel history, 
that while John the Baptist was in prison, 
he sent two of his disciples to inquire of 
our Saviour whether he was the long- 
expected Messiah, or not. It happened 
that our blessed Lord was then curing 
many of their diseases, was casting out 
evil spirits, and was giving sight to the 
blind. He therefore directed the mes- 
sengers to tell John what miracles they 
had seen him perform : *^ the blind re- 
ceive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead 
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are raised up, and," as a further charac- 
teristic of my religion, ^' the poor have 
the gospel preached to them.'* 

Now the blessings of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ are indiscriminately offered 
to rich and poor ; to all ranks of men 
who are disposed to receive its saving 
truths. But to the poor, these blessings 
are peculiarly interesting. Accordingly 
it appears, that our Lord's attention was 
principally directed to the most indigent, 
the most ignorant, and the most wretched 
of mankind. When he first preached 
^' the glad tidings of salvation," it was 
not to the rich, the proud, and the 
learned ; but chiefly to the poor, the 
humble, and the illiterate. 

Let it be observed, however, that the 
word poor has here both a literal, and a 
spiritual meaning. It denotes the poor 
in fortune, and also " the poor in spirit."^ 
And when the blessings of the gospel are 
bestowed on those who are destitute of 
worldly riches, who are humble and well- 

* Matth. V. 3. 
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disposed, and who apply with earnestness 
to the fountain of light and truth, we 
have a striking proof of the divine good- 
ness. 

Let it also be observed, that the Chris- 
tian religion has a peculiar tendency to 
recover men from a state of ignorance 
and sin, to improve the human character, 
and to inspure pious and benevolent sen- 
timents in the heart. We have reason 
to believe, that those moral and religi- 
ous truths, which are widely spreading 
through every quarter of the globe, will 
by degrees rescue mankind from their 
deplorable state of ignorance, and vice, 
and degradation ; and that the diffusion 
of Christian knowledge wiU, in time, pro- 
duce the most beneficial effects on the 
minds, the manners, and the moral cha* 
racter of the human race. Accordingly, 
the necessity of extending the benefits of 
religious education to the lower classes 
of society is now felt by all men of liberal 
and enlightened minds. I shall therefore 
suggest to your consideration some topics 
which will merit your serious attention. 
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But it may be necessary, in the first 
place, to explain to you what is meant 
by the word gospel. It is a term which 
literally signifies ^^ glad tidings/* and is 
an expression of peculiar importance 
am<mg Christians. 

It is the name which is applied to the 
New Testament^ to that holy and inesti- 
mable Book containing the Christian 
revelation. It sometimes only denotes 
the four histories or narratives, which 
were written by the four Evangelists, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John St. 
Mark introduces his narrative with these 
words : " The beginning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God." 

Now each of these sacred Books is pro- 
perly called the gospel, because they con- 
tain an account that is peculiarly impor- 
tant of our Saviour's life, — his incarna- 
tion, his ministry, his miracles, his doc- 
trines, his precepts, his parables, his 
death, his resurrection, and his ascension 
into heaven. 

The word gospel, though used in the 
H(dy Scriptures in various senses, has 
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always some reference to that subject of 
unspeakable importance to the human 
race, — those best tidings that ever came 
from heaven, — the accomplishment of the 
promises that were made to the patri- 
archs, who were looking forwards to that 
happy period, when our Saviour was to 
come into the world to instruct, to re- 
deem, to bless, and to save mankind. 
And hence the Christian dispensation is 
styled ^^ the gospel of Jestis Christ ;" ^ 
^' the glad tidings of the kingdom of 
God,"^ as making known to us those 
inestimable blessings procured for us by 
Jesus Christ, announcing the joyful in- 
telligence of his advent for our redemp- 
tion. 

It appears from a variety of passages, 
which at present need not be quoted, 
that all the sacrifices which were offered 
during the Mosaic economy, all the blood 
which flowed on the Jewish altar, bore a 
reference to the Messiah, to that one 
great sacrifice that was to be offiered, in 

^ Mark i. 1. ^ Luke viii, I. 
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due time^ for the expiation of human 
guilt. They pointed to Jesus, " the Lamh 
slain/' in eflFect, " from the foundation of 
the world ;" * to " the fountain that was 
to be opened to wash away sin.'* ^ They 
so fully and so clearly prepared men for 
the reception of the gospel, that when 
John the Baptist was bearing testimony 
to Jesus as the Messiah, and to the mer* 
ciful dispensation he was to introduce, 
he pointed to him, and said : " Behold 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sins of the world !" ^ 

It has been already intimated, and it 
cannot be too deeply impressed upon 
your minds, that the literal meaning of 
the word gospel is glad tidings. And to 
a serious and reflecting mind, the doc- 
trines contained in the gospel, are the 
most interesting, the most consolatory, 
and the most important that can be con- 
ceived. Isaiah, in the spirit of prophecy, 
speaks of them in the following animated 
and sublime strain : " How beautiful are 

1 Rev. xiii. 8. ' Zech. xiii. 1. * John i. 29. 
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the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that hnngtihgood 
tidings of great joy ; that publisheth sal- 
vaHon; that saith unto Sion, % God 

reigneth .'" * 

This passage is highly poetical, and is 
with great propriety applied by St. Paul 
to the preaching of the gospel? And it 
is here to be remarked, that the language 
of the heavenly messenger who announc- 
ed our Saviour's buth near Bethlehem, 
strictly corresponds \rith the prophesy : 
« And the angel of the Lord said unto 
them. Fear not ; for behold I bring you 
good tidings of great jog, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is bom, this 
day, in the city of David, a Saviour, who 
is Christ the Lord." » These " glad tid- 
ings," my brethren, were not only then 
announced, but the divine goodness to- 
wards fallen and sinful man was there 
praised in the loudest and most joyful 
acclamations : " And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

I Isa. lii. 7. Luke iv. 16—22. ' Rom. x. IS. 

I Luke ii. 10, 11. 
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host^ praising God^ and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest ; and on earth, peace ; 
goodwill towards men." ^ 

It deserves your particular notice^ that 
many of the prophecies refer to spuitual 
and eternal hlessings. If you read the 
writings of the prophets with attention, 
and particularly the prophecies of Isaiah 
from the 40th chapter, you will see that 
our Saviour and his religion were the 
leading objects of their predictions.* 
Other topics were occasionally mention- 
ed ; but our Redeemer, and the blessings 
we were to derive from him, were the 
great themes of all, from the first pro- 
mise at the fall of man, to Malachi the 
last of the Jewish prophets. They refer 
to one grand and momentous subject, 
which is most peculiarly interesting to 
the whole human race, — to the glad tid^ 
ings of the redemptian of the world /ram 
sin and eternal misery through the merits 
and intercession of our Redeemer.^ They 
relate to his office, to his character, and 

1 Luke zi. 13, 14. ' See Isa. Hii. 

' Dan. ix. 23— 27. 
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• 

to his religion ; to the miracles he per- 
formed^ to the doctrines he taught^ and 
to the precepts he inculcated. 

It may he of importance, then, to state 
to you some of the most peculiar and in- 
teresting doctrines of the gospel ;— doc- 
trines, which are well suited to our wants 
and imperfections, and which cannot he 
pressed on your attention with too much 
earnestness. 

Now the first, and one of the leading 
doctrines of the gospel to which I shall 
briefly advert, is the corruption of our 
nature. This truth, however humiliating 
to human pride, should not be forgotten. 
On the corruption of our nature St. Paul 
has laid the whole system of the gospel : 
" All,'' says he, " are by nature bom in 
sin, and the children of wrath." * Of the 
truth of this doctrine, no one, who exa- 
mines his heart and conduct, or is con- 
versant with the world, can have any 
doubt. In the holy Scriptures it is stated 
in the clearest manner—" there is none 
that doeth good ; no, not one.'* ^ This 

1 Eph. ii. 3. * Ps. xiv. 3. 
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IS the language of the Old Testament. 
A.nd the apostle Paul in the New " con- 
cludes all under sin." * " All,' says he, 
'^ have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God." ^ " By one man, sin en- 
tered into the world, and death by sin ; 
and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned J*^ ^ If you read his 
epistles, you will find this great truth 
clearly proved, — that, through the dis- 
obedience of Adam, man is born with a 
corrupt nature, prone to evil, averse to 
holiness, and unable of himself to please 
God, " who is of purer eyes than to be- 
hold evil, and cannot look on iniquity." ^ 
If, then, you feel & deep sense of your 
own sins and imperfections, — ^if, in the 
language of our excellent Liturgy, you 
are conscious that " you have left un- 
done those things which you ought to 
have done, and have done those things 
which you ought not to have done," you 
will cherish that humility of soul which 
the gospel enjoins, and which is most 

1 Gal. Hi. 22. » Rom. iii. 23. ' Rom. v. 12. 

« Habakkuk i. 13. 
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suitable to the weakness and corruption 
of our nature. 

But notwithstanding these sins and 
imperfections, and this depravity of man's 
heart, blessed be God, we are not left 
without hopes of pardon, and of mercy, 
and of eternal life. 

For another important topic of the 
gospel, which should excite gratitude in 
all our hearts, is the atonement of Christ 
for our sins. If you read the Scriptures 
with attention, and as they ought to be 
read, you will there find that salvation is 
attainable only in his death. St. John 
says, " If any man sin, we have an Advo-^ 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous ; and he is the propitiation for 
our sins.'' ^ The efficacy of his sufferings 
is strongly asserted when he says, " The 
Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his Hfe 
a ransom for many.*' ^ " As Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wildemess,*' to heal 
the deadly venom of the fiery serpents, 
" even so must the Son of Man be lifted 

* 1 John ii. 1. 2 Matth. k. 28. 
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up" on the prosB> " tk&t \^}^99oevQr be- 
lieveth in him, should not pens^h, but 
have ..€iverlj3^stipg liffi.'.' ! , ., 

To, ^how the e$caey of ^^is death for 
the redemptiou of i](iaiUdnd» you need 
only be reminded, at present, of the words 
of the apostle, which are extremely strik- 
ixig s^nd satUfactory : ^^ Now once in the 
end of the world," that is, at the conclu- 
sion of the Mosaic dispensation, ^^ hath he 
appeared io put away sin by the sacrifice 
of hifnsellfr ^ " He was once offered to 
bear the sins of many ; and unto them 
that' look fcH* him, shall he appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation."^ 

Now " salvation^' in Scripture has a 
most important meaning. It denotes not 
only a deUverance from future and eter- 
nal punishment in hell, but the attain- 
ment of future and eternal happiness in 
heaven. This immense benefit is ascribed 
to the goodness of God, and the merits 
of our Redeemer. But it should never 
be forgotten, that this gracious offer is 
made to us conditionally. You should, 

1 John iii. 14, 15. 2 Heb. ix. 26. » Heb. ix. 28. 

I 2 
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therefore, cotisidfar iJ^e cQu^e, and the 
condition', The ^e^ase. of (Mu: sajlvatioa is 
unquestionably, tb^ugaod^f^ss and mercy 
of our Creator^ and tbe fi9^iats.«ii4 oitone- 
ment of our Redeemer^ And theeondi^ 
tion, is our oompliaCHSi^'^Uib the t^nn$ of 
the go&pel,— our rep^tanoe, oujp fekh, 
and our. future obedieiwe, — our,h»prp>ye' 
XQfint in virtuous and religio^is h^it;^#r 

Now, eveacy human being who ^seripu^ly 
reflects on his thoughts, his vfQrd^y an4 
his actions, mi^t be conscious; that he^\$ 
frail and sinful, and therefore, should/ Ifi 
thankful that his eternal salya^o^i ^69 
not entirely depend on bis Qwn perfect 
obedience. Our sms and imperfec^ons^ 
which are manifold, clearly s^lplY; tbfit we 
do not deserve that immei^s^ aq4 endleass 
reward which is offered to us in a foture 
state. If you carefully considei; the great 
duties, which you owe to Gfod, t,<^ your 
fellow-creatures, and to youiis^lv^s^^ you 
will soon be convinced how impevi^tly 
you perform them — ^that " you do no^, love 
God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your strength; and 
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your neighbour a^» yejdiwlf^" ' andliow 

much yotf'^stattd^iii »feiftd of^a Redeemer, 

a Mediator; tttid Ifirtei^sfeor. You tvffl 

see thaft the' ao«(*tri^e- held by the Sodi- 

nian or * Unitarian^ ' thoi^e t^ho' dfeny tiie 

DwinHjf of'0t}!r''Swi61xty tod his atane- 

ment, is of a most dangerous tendency, 

and fcdirtrtrry to the clear and contolatory 

prineiifles of the gospel. For the more 

we examine thfe great doctrine of the 

atonement; the more deeply shall vre find 

its roots to -be fixed, not merely in the 

obvious language of Scripture, but in our 

own wants, and wishes, and anxious 

hopes.' And you will also see, that there 

is no ihcttasistency between the efficacy 

of the death of Christ, and the necessity 

of sincere and earnest exertions after 

purity of hcArt and sanctity of life. 

A. third most importiant and consola* 
tory doctrine of the gospel, which has 
been ' much misrepresented, and which 
th'eireR3ite requires your serious consider- 
ation/ is tht assistance and influence of 

■ 

1 Mark xii. 30, 31. 
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GocTs Holif Spirit. This doctrine is 
plainly and clearly laid down in the New 
Testament. And yet we live in an age 
in which this sacred influence is not only 
slighted, but even vilified. But, my 
Christian brethren, the weakness of our 
nature requires the aid of God*s Holy 
Spirit in carrying on the great work of 
our salvation. To enable us, therefore, 
to check our vicious propensities, and to 
give us the inclination and the ability 
to do our duty, we are taught in Scrip- 
ture to implore the divine assistance, ^* If 
ye," says our Saviour, " being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren, how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him ?" ^ For it is then by the influ- 
ence of this Spirit that we have aid and 
assistance given to us from above.* 

I do not allude, then, to those extraor- 
dinary, instantaneous, and miraculous 
eflFects of the Holy Spirit, which were 
peculiar to the apostolic age. Nor am I 

1 Luke xi. 13. 2 Eph, iy. 23^ 24. 



TO THE POOR. 175 

def Elding those, misguided enthusiasts^ 
who pretend to sudden, irresistible, and 
supernatural impulses^ who reject the 
principles of sound piety and devotion, 
and substitute doctrines extremely mis- 
chievous. I am only pointing out to you, 
and contending for, that divine mfluence 
and guidance, which the Scriptures in- 
culcate, and which inspires holy desires, 
excites good thoughts and purposes in 
us, and invigorates our virtuous resolu- 
tions. But it should be deeply impressed 
upon all your minds, that this influence 
may either be received or rejected. And 
of two things you may be assm*ed ; first, 
that divine grace is necessary to your 
salvation ; and, secondly, that if you ear- 
nestly pray for it and use your own 
endeavours, you will obtain it. And re- 
member it is by " prayer, by humble and 
fervent prayer, that it is to be sought ; 
it is by humble and earnest prayer that 
it is to be obtained." " Ask, and ye 
shall receive." ^ 

^ John xyi. 24. 
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You will observe, then, that the ordi- 
nary gifts of God's Holy Spirit are very 
diiFerent from his extraordinary opera- 
tions in the apostolic age. His ordinary 
influence is offered to all who sincerely 
pray for it : but his extraordinary aid 
was bestowed only on a few. It was 
given to the apostles, who were thereby 
enabled to perform many miracles, and 
to propagate the gospel in spite of every 
opposition.^ By the ordinary influence 
of divine grace, which will be given to us 
if we fervently pray for it, we are aided 
in our devotions, are assisted in the per- 
formance of our duty to God and man, 
and are enabled to govern those turbu- 
lent passions, which are the source of so 
much misery, and so many crimes.^ 

Now this doctrine of the gospel, as 
here explained, has been strenuously 
maintained by men of the most cool, the 
most enlightened, and the most dispas- 
sionate minds. I beseech you, then, do 
not reject this important and animating 

^ Acts ii. 4. Heb. ii. 4. 

2 Tit. iii. 5. Rom. v. 5. Gral. v. 22 — ^24. 
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doctrine of the gospel. On the contrary, 
daily implore the aid of God's Holy Spirit 
to enlighten your understanding, to assist 
your endeavours, to comfort you under 
every trial and difficulty, and to enable 
you to persevere in your Christian course 
to the end of your lives. 

Let us consider, in the fourth place, 
another vital principle of true reUgion ; 
and that is, its tendency to make us 
pious, and good, and charitable. 

It evidently appears from the Jewish, 
and more particularly from the Christian 
dispensation, that the cause of piety and 
virtue, and the general happiness of man- 
kind, have been much promoted by the 
light of revelation. The system of mo- 
rality which Moses and the prophets 
inculcated, is founded upon the purest 
principles. " They tempered its severity 
with the love of mercy, and with the 
feelings of benevolence. With all the 
warinth of fervent charity, and with all 
the energy of eloquence, they recom- 
mended the cause of the stranger, the 
widow, and the orphan. The piety which 

I 3 
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they required; was an inward and haM- 
tual persuasion of the existence and Pro* 
vidence of God. It earnestly excited 
gratitude for his favours^ supplication for 
his forgiveness^ and reliance on his pro- 
tection. Moses and the prophets^ in a 
strain of divine eloquence^ give a far 
more sublime description of the perfec- 
tions of God; than the human mind had 
ever conceived in the days of paganism. 
He is represented as the Supreme Beings 
existing from all eternity, present through 
all space, possessing all power, and know^ 
ing all things, past, present, and to come. 
He is represented as spiritual in his na- 
ture, as the Maker and Governor of the 
universe, the constant Friend of virtue, 
and the certain Punisher of vice. The pro- 
phets assiu*e us, that he delights not ia 
the odour of incense, but in what is infi- 
nitely better, — in holiness of heart and 
purity of life, in acts of beneficence, and 
in the duties of warm and unaflfected 
piety." The language of the prophet is 
very solemn and striking: *^ He hath 
•hewed thee, O man, what is good ; and 
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what doth the Lord thy God require ci 
thee, but — ^to do justljr, and love mercy, 
and^" as sinful creatures^ '^ to walk hum* 
bly with thy God ?" ^ 

Now the precepts of the gospel are no 
less pure, than its doctrines are sublime. 
In the gospel we see a wonderful blaze 
oflight and knowledge bursting upon the 
worid all at once. We are not surprised 
at this ; for our Lord revealed the most 
momentous truths, and inculcated the 
most important duties. He has given us 
this interesting and awful information, 
that there is to be a resurrection of the 
dead, a future judgment, and an eternal 
state of existence. 

This leads me to observe, in the fifth 
and last place, that there is still another 
most important doctrine of Christianity, 
which yet remains to be considered ; I 
mean, the great doctrine of life and im^ 
mortality. This I need scarcely say, is 
a point of the deepest and most vital 
importance. Every one of us is inte- 

1 Micah vi. 6, 7, 8. 
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rested in it. We are aU mertal oreatttres^ 
and must sood be laid in our graces, and 
be crumbled into dust. But we are 
assured that we are to. rase again, and 
enjoy immortal life. " The wages of sio 
(be it remembered) is death, but the §ift 
of God is eternal life^ through Jesus 
Christ our Lord'' ^ 

We are told in the Bible, the best oS 
all books, that the righteous shall haira 
'^ an inheritance incorruptible, undefiledi, 
and that fadeth not away"^^— whwe 
'^ they shall shine forth as the sun^ in 
the presence of their Father"^ — where 
" sin, and sorrow, and misery shall be no 
more;"^ and where ^^ God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes:" ^ 

Now, if you aU believe in a future and 
eternal state of existence, then aety I 
beseech you, as those who beliet^ and 
have the promise of eternal life^ those 
everlasting joys above, which are at Qod's 
right hand for evermore. Having, tbere-> 
fore, these promises, dearly beloved, " let 

1 Rom. vi. 23. « i Pet. i. 4. s Matth. xiii. 43. 
4 Rev. xxi. 4. « Rev. vii. 17. 
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ilesh and q)i]!it^ perfecti&g botiness m the 
Fear of God." * ' 

From what has been said it- ajipearfi, 
that the gospel tends to excite in our 
hearts love to God, faith in our Redeem* 
er, and aa habitual dependence on Divine 
aid. It affords the greatest consolation 
amidst aU the trials and afflictions of life ; 
and it gives good men the animating 
prospect of another and better state of 
existence beyond the grave* 

Let us often think, then, witli grati- 
tude on the divine goodness in the Chris- 
tian covenant. Let us prize, as we ought, 
the great blessings which we derive from 
Christianity, and endeavour, through the 
aid of the Spirit, to lead a sober^ an 
hcmest, and religious life. Let the rich 
attend to the wants of the poor, and 
strive to encourage industry, to relieve 
distress, and to convey their charity in a 
way that is most likely to be useful. And 
let the poor, instead of repining at the 

1 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
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dispensations of Providence, study by- 
sobriety and honest industry to discharge 
the duties of their station, to be thankful 
for any favours they receive, and to sup- 
press the emotions of envy, turbulence, 
and discontent. 

Whether you are rich or poor, let me 
earnestly exhort you to come regularly 
to church every Sunday, and to listen 
with serious attention to the great and 
saving truths of the gospel. Let me be- 
seech you to bring with you seriousness, 
humility, and devotion, and always at- 
tend to your moral and religious duties. 
And let us all often reflect on the inesti- 
mable blessings of the gospel, and che- 
rish the animating hope it inspires, — 
^- the hope of eternal life and happiness, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." * 

Now, &c. 

1 Tit, i. 2. 
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SERMON IX. 



ON BENEVOLBNCE TO MAN. 



1 John iv. 21. 



" This comiDandment have we from him, that he 
who loveth God, love his hrother also." 

We all know, that the Bible reveals to 
us an infinitely great, and good, and holy 
God, whom we ought to worship and 
obey, and who requires of us the purest 
and most devout sentiments of affection. 
We also know that the Christian dispen- 
sation is the most precious of all his 
gifts ; that it is a wonderful and merciful 
design concerning the recovery and sal- 
vation of fallen man through the merits 
of our Redeemer ; that it conveys to us 
the knowledge of our duty, informs us 
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how we may' obtain the pArdott 'of our 
sins— ^how we may attidn ^untd holiness 
of heart and life, ---and how, fih^y, we 
may be made partakers of etertial happi- 
ness, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
These, let it be remembered, are bless- 
ings of inestimable value, which should 
raise in our hearts the grateful tribute of 
adoration and love towards God, aiid df 
benevolence and goodwill towards m&n. 
Accordingly we are taught by our blessed 
Saviour, to '^ Ime the Lord our God with 
all our heart, and with all our soul, and 
with all our mind :*' ^ that " this is the 
first and great commandment ;" and that 
^^ the second is like unto it : thou shall 
love thy neighbour as thyself. ^^^ And St. 
John declares, that '* the love of God to 
us'^ should lead us to love one another. 
" In this," says he, ^^ was manifested the 
love of God towards us, because that God 
sent his only begotten Son into the World 
that we might live through him. Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that 

1 Matih. xxii. 37, 38. ^ Matth. xzii. 38, 39. 
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le loved jgi^j. aipjd sent^.^is Son to be the 
iropji,1;i9,tioi^,.for (ff^,..sip§. Beloved, if 
Grod so iQv^d u^, ' we ought also to love 
one another^' ^ , . . . 

Nq«w this is ^ point of the greatest 
importance. If the. gospel had incul- 
cated, : or had even tolerated hatred . or 
injustice, it Js certain thart it could not 
hE^ve cpme from God ; a Being of infinite 
goodl^e^i . .The benevolence, then, which 
the .go$pejL enjoins, is a striking evidence, 
of it? truth : " By this," says our Lord» 
^^ shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have hve one to another r*^ 
St. John says in the text, ^^ this com- 
mandment have we from him, that he 
who loveth Gpd, hve his brother also.''^ 
And to the same effect, and with the 
same benevolent view, St. Paul exhorts, 
us to " be Mndlyi affectioned one to an^ 
otheK, ,with brotherly love.*' ^ 

Now the word brother in Scripture does 
notjftefely denote one of the same, family ; 
it ha^ ^ |ar more extensive meaning. It 

1 1 John iv. 9 — 11. ^ John xiii. 35. 

» 1 John iy. 21. ^ Rom. xii. 10, 11. 
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denotes one of the sam^ faith and reli- 
gion. It was the name, which the first 
Christians gave to each other in the 
apostolic age, as being all children of 
one God by faith, when they were said to 
be " of one heart, and of one soul." ^ 
And it often signifies all our fellow-crea^ 
tures. Of this our Saviour gives us a 
beautiful explanation in the parable of 
the good Samaritan.^ We are brethren 
as men, and as Christians; by nature, 
and by grace. 

Let it be observed, then, that " bro- 
therly love'* is the temper and disposition 
of a true Christian. Love to one another 
is the distinguishing mark of our Lord's 
disciples : ^^ a new commandment," says 
he, " I give unto you, that ye love one 
another.*' ^ He, then, who is unmerciful 
and hard-hearted ; he who suffers mali* 
cious passions to get possession of his 
heart, excludes himself from the favour 
of God. This is strikingly illustrated in 
the parable of a certain King who would 

1 Acts iv. 32. 2 Luke x. 29—37. » John xiii. 34. 
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;ake account of his servants,* where our 
Lord particularly warns us against a re- 
^^engeful spirit, and where he inculcates 
mutual forgiveness. 

Before you can call yourselves Chris- 
tians, true benevolence must animate your 
hearts, and you must learn to " love one 
Emother," that important lesson of our 
divine Master, who came down from 
heaven, submitted to the greatest suffer- 
ings, and died for the salvation of the 
human race. But when we consider 
Christianity as it is described in the New 
Testament, and see how imperfectly its 
precepts are practised in the world, the 
reflection must fill our minds with deep 
concern. The lower classes of society 
are too apt to repine at their condition, 
and to look upon the rich with envy. 
Among tradesmen you often see jealousy 
and hatred. And some of the higher 
classes are absorbed in their pleasures, 
and inattentive to the distresses of the 
poor — " lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God." ^ 

1 Matt, xviii. 21—35. 2 2 Tim. iii. 4. 
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But Tery £ffiar^t ^'are the -feelings of 
him, whois animate ^ the love of God, 
and the imllbeing of society. A real 
Christian harbours nb' ttaBoe and hatred 
in his heart. He wishes vftVL to ali^ and 
uses his utmost endeavours to promote 
the comfort and happiness of all within 
his reach. For his religion considers 
every man as his '^ brother/' whom he is 
able to assist. 

Qujstmnity represents man as origin- 
ally made in the image of God, holy and 
hsppy, but now in a fallen and corrupt 
state, debased by sin.^ Natural sympatiiy, 
therefore, i^ould make him humlde^ and 
charitable, and kind to those who are in 
the same misery. Christianity also gives 
a wonderful proof of the divine goodness 
in rescuing mankind fit)m all the miseries 
of the fall, and in showing us how through' 
Christ we may obtain (by repentance, 
and faith, and future obedience) the for- 
giveness of sin, the assistance of God's 
Holy Spirit, and endless happiness be- 

J Rom. V. 12. 
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ond the grave. Now this hope of di- 
ine assistanoe^ a»d of endless happiness, 
hould animate our minds, and dispose 
IS to love God, and to do good to our 
ellow-oreatmes, when we have an oppor- 
tunity. 

In your intercourse with society, no 

aw can teach you the various offices of 

kindness, by which you may promote the 

peace and comfort of your neighbours. 

You axe therefore enjoined in the gospel, 

on every occasion, to appeal to your own 

hearts^ when you have no law to direct 

you. Our blessed Lord has given us an 

easy and comprehensive rule, by which 

we o^ght to regulate our conduct, and 

which should be, as it were, engraven on 

our hearts : it is this : ^^ as ye would 

that men should do to you, do ye also to 

them likewise." ^ Put yourselves in their 

situatipn,. and act accordingly. Here, 

then, is an important rule, which is level 

to the lowe/8t capacity : Do as you would 

he done by. Carry this rule of life into 

^ Luke yi. 31. 
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the world with you^ and you will acquire 
a habit of benevolence^ and a readiness 
to be charitable; but to love all men 
equally^ would be impossible. Your 
parents^ your children^ your relations and 
friends have the first claim on your af- 
fections. Your next duty is to cheri^ 
benevolent feelings towards others^ as far 
as may be in your power. 

To induce you to practise this Chris- 
tian duty^ consider who are the persons 
among your acquaintance whose charac* 
ters are most deservedly esteemed^ and 
you will find that they have been atten- 
tive to their moral and religious duties, 
and to the offices of humanity. 

Look into the history of former times, 
and you will find that the man who has 
taken the advantage of his neighbour's 
ignorance or necessity, who has been 
guilty of fraud, treachery, or oppression^ 
is always held in detestation, and his 
name branded with infamy. Who, for 
instance, that reads of the cruel and 
bloody deeds of Herod, but detests such 
a monster of human nature ? 
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On the other hand^ they who, like Job, 
ave relieved the indigent, have com- 
3rted the disconsolate, and have been 
tie friends of the oppressed, — they who 
Lave " visited the fatherless and widows 
a their affliction," ^ have been loved and 
isteemed by all men while they lived, 
md their names respected when they 
vere dead. 

Did not Abraham, when he interceded 
'or the inhabitants of Sodom, thereby 
$how that he was a true friend to his 
Fello w^reatures ? ^ And might not nam- 
berless other bright examples of benevo- 
lence be adduced from the pages of the 
Old Testament ? 

But this principle of love to man shines 
with more peculiar lustre in the New 
Testament. St. Paul, in the 1 3th chap- 
ter of his first epistle to the Corinthians, 
gives you a most beautiful and sublime 
description of charity, or that love to God 
and man which ought to be impressed 
upon all your hearts, and to influence 

I James i. 27. ^ Gen. XTiii. 16 — 38. 
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your temper and conduct. " Charity ^^ 
says he^ in a strain of the most glowing 
eloquence, ^' charity sufEereth long, and 
is kind; charity envieth not; charity 
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up; doth 
not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not 
her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh 
no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the truth ; beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things." * 

This charity, my Christian brethren, 
this goodwill was deeply impressed upon 
the minds of the apostles, and showed 
itself by their exposing themselves to 
every danger, that they might enlighten 
the ignorant, might convert the infidel, 
might reclaim the profligate, and might 
show how they might be saved " through 
the redemption that is in Jesus." ^ 

This benevolence, however, shines still 
more conspicuously in the conduct of 
our Saviour^ who died for the salvation 
of frail and sinful man. His life, you 



1 1 Cor. xiii. 4 — 7. ^ Rom. iii. 24. 
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:now, was one aotatinued Ecene of bene- 
icenoe. B«hc^ him " godng about doing 
;ood" ^ to the sovih aaad bodies or men ; 
lealing their bodily infirmities, and oaring 
:heir spiritual blindness, and, ia imita' 
ion of his example, and in obe^ence to 
lis commands, " go, and do thou like- 
•vise."^ 

You cannot, as he did, still the tem- 
pestuous ocean. You cannot, by a word, 
Dr touch of your finger, heal the sick, 
You cmmot make the dumb to speak, 
the lame to walk, and the blind to see.^ 
You cannot feed five thousand persons 
with five loaves and two fishes.^ Nor 
can yott rsdse the dead.^ All this sur- 
passes every power, but what is divine. 

But thin you can do : you can be just 
and honest in your dealings : you can be 
peaceable members of society; and you 
can use every means that your situation 
and doKiumstances will allow to alleviate 
the s(»rows, to relieve the wants^ and to 
increase the comforts of others. 

I Acts I. 38. ' Luke x, 37. ' MaUh. xi. 2—6. 
• Mattta. xiT. 15_S1. >- John xi. 1—45. 
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Few have it in their power to be of 
great and extensive use to their fellow- 
creatures. The condition of many ren- 
ders it impossible for them to contribute 
much towards the removal of their neigh* 
hours* wants. But wherever there is a 
pious and benevolent disposition^ wher- 
ever there is an inclination to soothe and 
alleviate sorrow and distress, and to pro- 
mote contentment and Christian benevo* 
lence, something may be done: and 
whatever is done with a good intention^ 
will not be overlooked by our merciful 
Judge. " Wherever there is a willing 
mind, it is accepted/' says the Apostle, 
'^ according to what a man hath, and not 
according to what he hath not/' ^ Here^ 
then, is our encouragement to be pious, 
and to be humane. Our Saviour him- 
self assures us, that the smallest services 
performed from love to him, shall not be 
unrewarded. And from the instance of 
the poor widow, who, from pious motives, 
threw into the treasury ^' two mites, whicb 

1 2 Cor. yvL 12. 
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lake a fiurtfaing/' ^ he teaches us the 
;reat importance of true Christian oha- 
ity. He shows that we should embraee 
ivery opportunity of exercising our be- 
levolence. He shows that to the poor 
ve should give our attention^ our protec- 
ion, and our assistance whenever we 
nay have the opportunity. Some lament 
heir inability to do good. They are apt 
o say, — ^^ If I had a large fortune^ I 
;hould make an excellent use of it : I 
vould not squander it away, as some do, 
n useless expense. I would employ it 
:o pious and charitable purposes. No 
iistress should happen in the neighbour- 
lood, but I would relieve: no want 
should I hear of, but I would supply." 

Thus, while they are often negligent 
in doing kind and neighbourly actions 
within their reach, they imagine that 
they would perform most important ser- 
vices to their fellow-creatures, if thev 
were raised to a higher raisin life. Bu^ 
Let such persons reflect, that if they are 

1 Mark xii. 42. 

K 2 
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not of a humane and l)eneTolent disposi- 
tion in the station in which Providence 
has placed them, there is no reason to 
suppose, that a change of fortune would 
improve their hearts, would dispose them 
to be more charitable, and to pay greater 
attention to the distresses of others. 

The Word of God teaches us, that in 
the next life, the most distinguished re- 
wards will be bestowed, — not on the 
wisest or the greatest of men, but on the 
most fervent lovers of God and of their 
fellow-creatures, — on those who are most 
pious, and humble, and charitable, — on 
those who confide in their Saviour for 
pardon, and grace, and everlasting hap- 
piness, and who have a humble depend-^ 
ence on the aid of the Holy Spirit to 
guide, and support, and qualify them for 
that higher and better state of existence 
beyond the grave. 

From hence we may infer, that the" 
pe]*sons who will be doomed to suffer the 
most severe punishment will be, those on. 
whom God has bestowed the means of 
being singularly useful in the worlds but 
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vho have perverted his gifts to misehiev- 
)us purposes, and, instead of relieving 
listress, and promoting peace and happi* 
ness, haveheen instrumental in disseminata 
ng bad principles, in corrupting innocent 
minds, in sowing dissentions, and in doing 
mischief among men. 

You see, then, the nature and import- 
ance of true benevolence. It is that 
Christian spirit which teaches us, in the 
language of Scripture, to " bear one 
another's burdens ;" ^ to ^^ love as bre- 
thren ;" to be " kind and tender-hearted;" 
to " support the weak, and to be patient 
towards all men." ^ 

But let it not be imagined, that in 
order to our admission into heaven, it is 
only necessary for us to be charitable. 
We have other important duties to per- 
form. We must attend, for instance, to 
the arduous duty of self-government, and 
must set a guard over our corrupt pas- 
sions.^ We must never forget that we 
are sinful and imperfect beings,^ and that 

« Gal. vi. 2. « 1 Thess. v. 14. ^ James i. 27. 

4 1 John i. 8. 
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our hopes of future happiness arise from 
the mercy of God, and the merits of our 
Redeemer. We must hear in mind, that 
our blessed Lord was ever attentive to 
the sufiFerings of human nature, and to 
the important duties of humanity. Let 
men in affluence, then, shew themselves 
his disciples in this respect. Let them 
exercise kindness and charity, as far as 
they can, and encourage industry and 
good principles. Let them be at pains 
to select proper and deserving objects of 
charity, and, by every means, study to 
promote their temporal, and especially 
their eternal interests. For as the soul 
is preferable to the body, so the charity 
that tends to instruct the ignorant, and 
to promote the spiritual happiness of our 
fellow-creatures, fer surpasses every kind 
that relates merely to the concerns of 
this life. 

This leads me to remark, that every 
thing that promotes the great objects of 
reUgiony — ^public worship, — ^the due ob- 
servance of the Lord's-day, — religious 
education, the erection of schools, and of 
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Lurches and chapels in populous pa* 
ihes, — these are objects of vast import- 
ice, and they are felt to be such by 
en of liberal, benevolent, and well-in- 
rmed minds. By these means the cha^ 
cter, the habits, and the morals of the 
iople will be gradually improved. The 
res of many idle and profligate men will 
3 reformed, and their hearts brought 
ader the influence of Christian princi- 
Les. Thus, great evils will be prevented, 
ad much good will be produced. Thus, 
3mfort will be given to the cottage, and 
lability to the throne. And thus, through 
ivine Providence, peace will be promoted 
ere, and happiness hereafter, — eternal 
appiness through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let it be our care, then, that the poor, 
^ well as the rich, be taught the funda* 
aental doctrines of the gospel, and be 
rained up in the knowledge and practice 
)f true religion and sound morals. Let 
)ur views of divine truth be clear, and 
rational, and scriptural. Let our great 
Dbject be, to secure the salvation of our 
wuk. And with this view, let us look 
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to God for wisdom to direct, and grace 
to support us in fulfilling the duties of 
our station. Let each of us cherish those 
doctrines, and practise those duties, which 
tend, through divine grace, to improve 
our temper, and to unite us in worship, 
in benevolence, and in love. 

You should ever reflect, that in the 
gospel we have a wonderful proof of 
God's mercy to the fallen race of Adam. 
Let it be your fervent prayer, then, and 
daily endeavour, to ** love God with all 
your hearts, and your neighbour as your- 
selves." ^ And as an important means of 
promoting piety to God and benevolence 
to man, let me earnestly recommend re- 
gular attendance on ^vine worship at 
church, and family prayers at home. 
And you cannot be too often admonished 
to *^ take heed how ye hear," ^ and to 
have your minds deeply impressed with 
the solemnity of a future judgment, and 
with the importance of the present life 
as determining the happiness or misery 
of the life to come. 

> Matt. xxii. 37—39. « Luke viii. 18. 
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With this view, let me beseech you to 
inish from your hearts all envy, hatred, 
id malice. Let not those evil passions 
Bstroy your peace of mind here, nor be 
le source of your misery hereafter. On 
le contrary, let me admonish you very 
imestly, as neighbours and Christians, 
) mutual forbearance and goodwill. Let 
16 particularly intreat you to guard 
gainst quarrels and contentions, and to 
ultivate the spirit of true Christian bene- 
olence. ^* Let all bitterness, and wrath, 
nd anger, and clamour, and evil-speak- 
ig, be put away from you, with all 
aalice. And be ye kind one to another, 
ender-hearted, forgiving one another, 
ven as God, for Christ's sake, hath for- 
;iven you." * 
Now, to God, &c. 

1 Eph. iv. 31, 32. 
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SERMON X. 



A GRACIOUS PROMISE TO SOCIAL 

PRAYER. 

[preached on WHITSUNDAY.] 



Matthew xviii. 20. 

" Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them." 

We are here assembled in the presence 
of our blessed Lord, the Supreme Head 
of the Church. When he took our na- 
ture upon him, it was to recover man- 
kind from a state of ignorance and de- 
pravity, or, as it is expressed in the ener- 
getic language of Scripture, " to turn 
them from darkness to Ught, and from 
the power of Satan unto God." ^ 

* Acts xxvi. 18, 
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To accomplish this most stupendous 
purpose, two things were necessary \ first y 
to make atonement for sin, which has 
subjected the human race to the divine 
displeasure ; and, secondly y to put them 
into a capacity of making that improve* 
ment in piety and virtue, which would 
restore them, in some measure, to the 
Divine image, and to that purity of heart 
and holiness of life in which they were 
originally created. 

These, then, being the two great and 
merciful ends for which our Saviour came 
into the world, the first of them he ac- 
complished, namely, the making expia- 
tion for human guilt, when '^ he bare our 
sins upon the cross ;" ^ when he redeemed 
us " with the price of his own blood ;" ^ 
when '' he laid down his life a ransom 
for our redemption." ^ 

In this part of the great work of our 
salvation, man had no share. We were 
indeed the objects of the divine compas- 
sion ; but we had no power to procure, 

i 1 Pet. xi. 24. 2 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. s i Xim. xi. 6. 
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and no merit to deserve such abundant 
mercy. But although ^^ God so loved 
the world that he gave his only-begotten 
Son " 1 to rescue the human race from all 
the miseries of the fall, yet this gracious 
gift was not given in such a manner as 
to exclude man entirely from all share in 
the work of his own salvation. 

For, as the second momentous end of 
dur Lord*s assumption of human nature, 
was '^ to bring in everlasting righteous- 
ness," ^ and " to purify unto himsdf a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works/' ^ 
it seemed good to the divine wisdom, 
that man should have a part in e£Pecting 
this improvement of his nature, and in 
promoting his own happiness. Though 
the mercy of God was freely offered to. 
all men, yet it was not offered uncondi- 
tionally and indiscriminately. To have 
bestowed eternal life and happiness on all 
men without distinction, and without any 
regard to their moral character, would 
have been a discouragement to all good 

' John iii. 16. « Dan. ix. 24. » Tit. xi. 14» 
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exertion, and inconsistent with those 
principles of piety and virtue, which God 
has impressed upon our minds* When, 
therefore, our Saviour oame into the 
world to offer salvation to men, he ex- 
pressly required, as the conditian upon 
which alone it could be conferred, that 
they should repent of their sins, that they 
should believe his doctrines, should im- 
bibe his principles, and obey his precepts. 
And the apostle, whom he sent to incul- 
cate and disseminate the great truths of 
Christianity, further taught, that those 
who look for ^' the blessed hope of ever- 
lasting life " through his merits and in- 
tercession, must " renounce ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, and live soberly, righte- 
ously, and godly" ^ in this state of trial. 

But, as he knew what was in man ; as 
he knew what was his natural disposi- 
tion ; what were his powers ; wherein 
lay his strength, and wherein the weak- 
ness and corruptions of his nature, he 
did not require of him an obedience, 
ivhich he did not enable him to perform. 

1 Tit. xi. 12, 13. 
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He did not require of man a perfection 
of character beyond his abilities to attain. 
When he was taking his last affectionate 
leave of his disciples before his ascension 
into hearen, and was directing them to 
observe, and to inculcate '^ all the things 
which he had commanded them/' he 
graciously adds^ " and lo ! I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world," ^ 
This was agreeable to what he had inti- 
' mated to them on many memorable occa- 
sions: as when he taught and commanded 
them '* to pray in his name ;" ^ when he 
promised to send ** the Holy Ghost, the 
Comforter/'* to enlighten their minds, 
to purify their afiFections, and to influence 
and direct their conduct. And when he 
assured them, before his departure, that 
" where two or three should be gathered 
together in his name, there would he be 
in the midst of them." ^ 

• Matth. xxviii. 20. 

2 John xiv. 13, 3 John xiv. 16, 17, 18, 26, 27^ 

* This refers to his omnipresence. It shows, that he 
is in all our religious assemhiies : and this he could 
not be, unless he was divine. 
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Now^ it may be here observed, that the 
Holy Smptures shew us the importance 
and necessity of Divme grace, and direct 
us how to obtain it. To our fervent 
prayers we must add our own strenuous 
exertions. This is an interesting and 
important topic, to which I wish to call 
your attention. And there is no subject 
of religion about which men have difiered 
so widely, and have run into such dan* 
gerous extremes. 

Let it here, then, be particularly re- 
marked, that man still retains his rational 
and active powers, which enable him to 
perform many duties required of him; 
but that his heart, his passions, his will, 
his understanding, and indeed all his 
faculties and powers, in consequence of 
the weakness and depravity of his nature 
inherited through the fall, are so cor- 
rupted, so perverted, and so impaired, 
that they are insufficient to accomplish 
the arduous work of his salvation. This 
is agreeable to reason, to experience, and 
to Scripture. 

At the same time it is material to ob- 
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serve, that our inability consists, not so 
much in our want of power to discharge 
our duty to God and man, as to a want 
of moral goodness, Indisposing us to 
exert our faculties in the improvement 
of our nature, and in securing the salva- 
tion of our souls. To supply that moral 
goodness in which we are deficient, to 
produce in us holier and better feelings 
and affections, God has therefore graci- 
ously promised the aid and influence of 
his Spirit, to all who fervently pray for it. 
This influence, though not distinguish- 
able from the operations of our minds, is^ 
admirably adapted to the fallen nature 
of man, as an imperfect and sinful being. 
And, as it is not given to supersede but 
to assist and improve the faculties of our 
minds and the dispositions of our hearts, 
it is represented in Scripture as aiding 
our weakness, and *^ helping our infir- 
mities." ^ 

This animating assurance, then, of the 
divine assistance, is the great foundation 

1 Rom. yiii. 26. 
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of our Christian faith and our obedience. 
As God has called us to a state of salva- 
tion^ and has given us a perfect law to 
direct us in this our time of trials he has 
also promised us his divine aid to assist 
our exertions in observing what he has 
enjoined. He has commanded us to 
" work out our own salvation ;'* ^ and he 
has assured us, that he will co-operate 
with our sincere endeavours, and ** work 
in us both to will and to do according to 
his good pleasure." ^ 

Now this gracious promise of help, fol- 
lowing the command to exert ourselves, 
places, I think, in a clear and important 
point of view, one of the most difficult, 
and one of the most controverted sub- 
jects of religion, — the distinct operations 
of Divine Grace, and of human liberty ; 
the assistance of God, and the power of 
man in the great work of salvation. Bear 
in mind, then, that we are to exert all 
our faculties with the same energy, — we 
are to " give as much diligence" in add- 

1 PhiKp, ii. 12. 2 Philip, ii. 13, 
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ing to our Christiftn faith every Chiistian 
virtue^ (^^ temperance^ patience^ godli- 
ness^ brotherly kindness^ and charity/') 
as if all depended on ourselves.^ And 
yet, we are to look up to God^ knowing 
that he alone can strengthen our resolu- 
tions^ can prosper our exertions to please 
him, and can enable us effectusdly to 
resist the temptations of " the world, the 
flesh, and the devil," — ^the three great 
enemies of our salvation. One previous 
and indispensable condition, however, let 
it be remembered, of obtaining his assist- 
ance is, that we sincerely ask it. " Ask," 
says our Lord, *^ and ye shall receive." • 
The whole analogy of nature shows, that 
we have no reason to expect a benefit of 
any kind, without using the proper means 
of procuring it. If a man does not sow, 
surely he cannot expect to reap. In like 
manner, you have no reason to expect 
that God will give you the assistance of 
his Holy Spirit, unless you humbly and 
earnestly seek it by frequent and fervent 
prayer. 

1 2 Pet. i. 5—8. 2 John xvi. 24, 
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This doctrine has been so much per- 
verted by ignorant enthusiasts, who would 
depend entirely on the influence of Di- 
vine grace, exclusive of their own endea- 
vours, that many well-meaning persons 
have been led to doubt altogether the 
truth of any divine influence operating 
on the heart of man. But to reject a 
doctrine, which is clearly revealed, and 
frequently inculcated in Scripture, merely 
on account of its perversion by men of 
enthusiastic minds, is extremely weak 
and reprehensible. Be assured, my bre- 
thren, that the principles of true devotion 
are deeply implanted in the heart, can 
alone carry us through all dangers, and 
support us in all temptations. Amidst 
the various trials and afflictions of life, 
when every other source of health and 
comfort fails, we still feel it " good for 
us to draw near to God."^ It is our 
privilege, no less than our duty, to wor- 
ship the great Author of our being : and 
in vain will you seek for happiness, if you 

1 Ps. Ixxiii. ^. 
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exclude devotion from the heart. A 
neglect of public worship, an inattention 
to the duties of the Lord's Day, is a sure 
sign of great insensibility, or great want 
of seriousness. For, what can be more 
proper than to adore, and to live under 
an habitual sense of, that great and good 
Being, to whom we are indebted for all 
the blessings of this life, and for all the 
hopes and expectations of a better? 
Surely there is no sentiment which is 
more natural to the mind of man, and 
which more clearly points out the dignity 
of his nature. Amidst the vast variety 
of creatures on the face of the earth, man 
alone is capable of worshipping God, and 
was made for that important end. God 
has, therefore, been pleased, for his own 
glory, and for the benefit of his creatures, 
to set apart one day in seven, to be kept 
holy to himself, and to prepare us for 
spending an eternal Sabbath of rest in 
the kingdom of heaven. ^ 

Accordingly public worship has been 

J Heb. iv. 9. 
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sanctioned by the example of the wise, 
the religious, and the good in every a-^e. 
The sight of a number of our fellow- 
creatures, of different ranks and condi- 
tions, all prostrated in the humble act of 
devotion, as true penitents, created by 
the same heavenly Father, redeemed by 
the same Saviour, and candidates for the 
same eternal happiness, on that sacred 
day, when there ought to be a total ces- 
sation from the ordinary occupations of 
life throughout the whole Christian 
world, and in the house appropriated to 
religious purposes : such a sight of devout 
worshippers has a peculiar tendency to 
keep alive a spirit of piety, and to inspire 
us with love to God, with faith in our 
Redeemer, and with benevolence to man. 
For, let it be observed, that by thus cul- 
tivating these principles of devotion, such 
sentiments of piety and virtue are formed 
and cherished, as best enable us to dis- 
chai^e our duty in our various stations^ 
They prepare us, when the present state 
of trial shall be ended, — when •* our 
earthly house of this tabernacle shall be 
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dissolved," and even when the world it- 
self shall yield to the final conflagration, 
to become inhabitants of that nobler 
temple which is above, — of that house 
^^ not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens," * — ^those imperishable treasures 
of a brighter world to come. Some men 
of superior talents and education, or who 
affect to be wiser than their neighbours, 
may imagine that, with the aid of books 
of devotion at home, and by reading a 
sermon in their closets, their time may 
be as well spent, and their devotions as 
fervent, as if they attended at church. 
But admitting this, for the sake of argu- 
ment, they should still recollect that God 
has expressly enjoined, and that too for 
the wisest purposes, the religious observ- 
ance of the Lord*s-day, and the suspen- 
sion of labour, and has strictiy com- 
manded you all without exception, " not 
to omit the assembling of yourselves to- 
gether," ^ but to ** remember to keep the 
Sabbath day holy." And therefore, in 

' 2 Cor. y. 1. « Heb. x. 25. 
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answer to all such excuses, we say : " all 
this you ought to have done, and not to 
have left the other undone." ^ 

Every reflecting hearer will further 
consider^ that though some might be well 
employed, yet how are servants and la- 
bourers to know their duty to God and 
man ? What other time, and what other 
means have the lower classes for religious 
instruction ? If the poor and illiterate, 
who have no other opportunity of hearing 
their duty explained to them, habitually 
misspend this sacred day, and omit 
to come to church, the consequence is 
most awful : they must be ignorant here, 
and miserable hereafter. And if any of 
the higher ranks of society absent them- 
selves from the pubUc worship of God, it 
is but too obvious, that they are very 
ungrateful for the valuable blessings they 
enjoy. It need hardly be added, that the 
observance of the Lord's-day is peculiarly 
calculated for the ease and relief of man 
and beast, as well as for our [religious 

1 MaU. xziiL 23. 
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improvement. *^ Six days," then, you 
may labour, " and do all your work." 
Six days you may be employed in the 
shop, and in the field; in bu}dng and 
selling ; and in providing for yourselves 
and families by honest industry. " But 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
your God." The Lord has " blessed the 
seventh day, and hallowed it." It is 
therefore to be devoted, not to worldly 
pursuits, not to idle amusements ; but to 
public worship, to religious improvement, 
to friendly conversation, and to works of 
charity and mercy. Every encroachment 
on its proper and sacred employments is 
carefully to be avoided. I exhort you, 
therefore, to come regularly to church to 
be instructed in your duty to your God 
and Saviour, and to each other. Vou 
should come to implore his pardon and 
grace ; to set forth his praise ; to thank 
him for the many favours bestowed on 
you and on all men ; and particularly to 
adore him for the redemption of the 
world by Jesus Christ, for the inestim- 
able blessings conveyed to you in the 



TO SOCIAL PRAYER. 217 

gospel^ and for the animating hope of 
eternal life. 

Now, an important question here oc- 
curs. Under such favourable circum- 
stances, how is it that we see so little 
moral and religious improvement among 
Christians, and so much lukewarmness 
in their devotions ? May we not attri- 
bute this small progress in piety and 
goodness to their not preserving a due 
reverence for the Sunday, to their neglect 
of private prayer and of family devotion, 
and to their want of confidence in the 
divine assurance, that God will be with 
them to bless their pious endeavours? 
They do not confide in this divine pro- 
mise: and hence their total neglect, or 
their low opinion of prayer, and of the 
other ordinances of Christianity, which 
God has appointed to be the means of 
conveying his blessing to them. 

Many do not pray, because they do 
not believe in the efficacy of prayer. 
Others, again, do occasionally offer up 
their devotions to God: but in what 
manner, with what disposition, with what 
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temper, and with what sentiments ? 
When we see how httle they make it a 
stated object ; when we see what trifling 
excuses interfere with this important 
duty, it is, alas ! too obvious, that their 
minds are not duly impressed with the 
weakness and corruptions of om* nature, 
with a belief in God as the Hearer of 
prayer, and with the truth of that graci- 
ous assurance of our Lord, that he will 
be with them in their religious services ; 
that " where two or three are assembled 
in his name, he will there be more imme- 
diately present to bless them,'* and to 
give efficacy to their prayers. After such 
a promise of the divine presence to render 
his Word and Sacraments effectual to our 
improvement and salvation, it is evident 
that they can never fail of their desired 
effect, if the persons to whom they are 
administered be rightly disposed. 

As this shows the importance of having 
a humble and pious frame of mind, when 
you are engaged in any religious duties, 
it gives you, at the same time, the great- 
est encouragement to join in social wor- 
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ship. It teaches you, my brethren, to 
look up to God for consolation and sup- 
port under all the distresses of life, and 
to omit none of the ordinances, which 
our Lord has instituted to be the means 
of conveying the blessings we derive 
through him. For unless you feel the 
importance of God's blessing to sanctify 
your hearts and to regulate your con- 
duct, and the necessity of imploring the 
aid of that Divine Grace, which has been 
promised to all who humbly ask for it, 
your religion can have little or no influ* 
ence on your minds and conduct. Con- 
sequently, it will be in vain that you are 
called to this state of salvation, and that 
you have " the means of grace, and the 
hope of glory." 

Prom all this you will see the propriety 
and the necessity of public worship. 
Public worship impresses the various 
ranks of society with a reverence for 
God, and a regard for man. Let it par- 
ticularly excite in your hearts a proper 
and devout behaviour in all your ap- 
proaches to the throne of grace and 

l2 
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mercy ; >aad as yoo. admit the import<- 
auce of #cfi^ua> instikictiion to those 
who-are exposed^ as wcf att ajre> to yari^ 
ous trials and difficiildteia/aiid wer engaged 
in the business or pleasuiHSS^ of lifo^-^-l^ear 
your testimony to its nsefulbess by your 
regular attendance^ and allows I ibeseeah 
you, of no encroachments on this neces- 
sary duty. Supported by that aense oi 
God and religion, which you bring with 
you into his presence, aided by tke in- 
fluence of his Holy Spirit, — the asperily 
of many unkind passions will be gradu- 
a.lly softened ; and you will return to the 
world better able to withstand its triids 
and temptations. You will return to its 
pursuits with a more pious disposition to 
God, with a more benevolent disposition 
to your fellow-creatures, and with a firmer 
reliance on your Redeemer, — on his Di- 
^dnity, and his atoning sacrifice. Where- 
as, if you fi-equently absent yourselves 
from public worship, and neglect to seek 
the Lord where he has promised to be 
found, you need not wonder that you 
should feel most sensibly the sorrows of 
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life^ that yx)u should fall into sin and had 
company^ and that you should be little 
influenced by the energy of his Spirit^ 
and by the animating hope of a higher 
state of existence. 

Let us, therefore, daily pray to God, 
that our minds may be brought, more 
mA more, under the influence of religi*^ 
oils principles ; and let us study, through 
DiMne Grace, to devote our hearts and 
atteontion to piety to God, to benevolence 
to man, to the duty of self-government, 
and to the attainment of eternal happi- 
ness through the merits and mediation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Tb whom, &c. 
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SERMON XI. 



ON THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD's 

SUPPER. 

[passion SUNDAY, OR GOOD FRIDAY.] 



1 CORIKTHIANS xL 26. 

" As oft as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you do shew the Lord's death till he come." 

My Brethren, we are soon to commemo- 
rate the death of our hlessed Saviour ; 
we are to meditate on the affecting cir- 
cumstances of his passion; to lament our 
sins and depravity, which were the causes 
of his sufferings ; and to reflect on the 
great doctrine of our redemption through 
his atonement and intercession. 

It will he almost unnecessary, there- 
fore, to show you the decency and pro- 
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priety of a due observance of Good Fri- 
day, and of resting from your worldly 
employments. I trust that, on that day 
of solemn humiliation, you will feel it to 
be your duty to assemble here to implore 
the pardon of your sins, and to show your 
gratitude to your Redeemer, when we 
commemorate the most awful, the most 
astonishing, and the most important event 
that has ever taken place since the crea* 
tion of the world, — the death of the Son 
of God for the salvation of the human 
race. 

The Scriptures teach us, that " all 
have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God ;" * that all stand in need of a 
Redeemer ; and that our Lord humbled 
himself even to the death upon the cross* 
for the redemption of the world. These, 
my brethren, are awful and important 
truths, which ought to be deeply im- 
pressed upon your hearts. 

As the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
is one of the most solemn ordinances of 

1 Rom. iii. 23. 2 Philip, ii. 8. 
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our religioni it idU be propery in the first 
plaee» to explaia > to .y ou itS' (nature and 
design ; and, in the deeond place, to state 
to you the dispositioii of heart and aooaiid 
mih which you o^ht to receive it. 

To illustrate this subject, it may be 
necessary to remark, that when man be<- 
came a sinful creature, God did not 
abandon him and his posterity to all the 
miseries of the fall: he was ^aciously 
pleased to give some intimations of the 
Messiah, the Saviour of the world, and 
of mercy through him.^ Accordingfy^ 
to prepare men for the great plan of sal- 
vation, which infinite wisdom was pleased 
to devise, and by degrees to unfold, we 
find that sacrifices were soon appointed 
These sacrifices had a reference to our 
Redeemer, and derived their efficacy from 
the relation they bore to him. Tkey wen 
probably instituted immediately after God 
had given the first promise of meroy to 
the fsdlen race of Adam,"^-*the first inti-^ 
mation of the stupendous work of our 

1 Gen. iii. 15. 
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redemption through Jesus Christ. They 
were designed to be types >iand figures of 
the great atonement or sacrifice of '^ the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sins 
of the world.*' * And they were also 
appointed to remind our first parents and 
their posterity of that penalty of death, 
which they had incurred by transgres- 
-sion. 

Now^ of all the Mosaic sacrifices, that 
of the atonement was the most solemn, 
and the most important. It was to be 
offered for the sins of the whole nation. 
And we should never forget that it- was 
t3rpical of the great atonement to be made 
for the sins of the whole world by Jesus 
Christ. 

This leads me to observe, that it was 

at the celebration of the Passover that 
our Lord instituted the Sacrament of the 
Supper to commemorate the blessings we 
derive firom his death. " Do this," said 
he, *^ not as hitherto, in memory of your 
deliverance firom Egyptian bondage ; but 

^ John i. 29. 

L 3 
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in memory of that infinitely greater de- 
liverance of which the Passover was only 
a type : Do it in remembrance of m«." * 
For, as the apostle well explains it, " as 
oft as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do shew (or commemorate) the 
Lord's death till he come*'^ to judgment. 
This sacrament, then, reminds us of 
the weakness and corruption of our na- 
ture, and shows that our hopes of pardon, 
and of future happiness, depend entirely 
on the merits of his death. It is, there- 
fore, intended to excite in otu* hearts 
piety to God, gratitude to our Redeemer, 
and charity to man. It is designed to 
be a principal means of conveying to us 
the blessings of the gospel,— -of improv- 
ing our corrupt nature, and of preparing 
us, through divine grace, for a future and 
more perfect state of existence. And it 
shows, that by our Lord's death and re- 
surrection, we have the hope of the par- 
don of sin on our sincere repentance, and 
of a happy immortality. 

i Luke xxii. 19. » 1 Cor. xi. 26. 
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Hence it appears, that the Sacrament 
of the Lord^s Supper was instituted to 
commemorate the death of our Saviour, 
and the benefits which we derive from it. 
And, in fact, this ordinance, as it is re- 
corded in Scripture, is so simple, so strike 
ing, and so obvious to the lowest capa* 
city, that there can be no difficulty in 
understanding its nature and design. 

Water in baptism is surely a significant 
rite to represent that cleansing of the 
soul, — that purity of heart and conduct, 
which Christianity is intended to pro- 
duce. 

Now, bread and wine in the Lord's 
Supper are equally striking S3rmbols to 
denote the body and blood of Christ, 
with the spiritual benefits which the faith- 
ful derive from his death. 

From these remarks you see the nature 
and design of this ordinance, — that it 
reminds us of the sacrifice of the Mes- 
siah, to which all the sacrifices from the 
fall had a reference ; that " to show forth 
the Lord's deaths'' has ever been one 
grand object of religion ; that, as in the 
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Jewish sacrifices^ the beast was slain and 
the blood shed, to typify and foreshow 
the future sacrifice of ^^ the Lamb of 
God ;" so, in our Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, the bread is broken and the wine 
poured out, in token that his body was 
crucified, and his blood shed, for the re- 
mission of sins. 

^' Some Christians,'' it has been well 
observed,^ ^^ have been shocked at the 
idea, that our Saviour should have suf- 
fered the ignominy of the cross, and 
have, therefore, endeavoured to soften 
those circumstances in his history, which 
appear to human apprehension most hu- 
miliating;/' But, my brethren, of the 
nece.^ -d P^pe/step, to effect o«r 
redemption, we are not competent judges. 
For that there should be things astonish- 
ing, or even unaccountable in transac- 
tions so far superior to all other objects 
of our meditations, is what we ought in 
reason to expect, ever remembering that 

God's thoughts are not our thoughts ; 

' Dr. Campbell. 
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nor are our ways his ways.'* * iWe ought 
humbly to reflect upon and acknowledge 
our ignorance and imperfections^ and to 
adore his mscrutable wisdom and good- 
ness. 

And here it is obvious to reason^ that 
nothing which man can do^ can expiate 
guilt: sacrifices cannot do it: penance 
cannot do it: repentance cannot do it: 
future obedience cannot do it. And^ by 
the Law is the knowledge of sin, not the 
remission of it. The Law requires per- 
fect, unsinning obedience. The Chris- 
tian doctrine, therefore, of redemption 
by the death of Christ is alone adapted 
to our condition as sinful and imperfect 
beings. " We are justified freely," says 
the apostle, " by the grace " or mercy 
" of God, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus." ^ 

In allusion to this important doctrine 
of Christianity, the saints, who are de 
scribed in the book of Revelation as 
arrayed in white robes, are said to '^ have 

^ Isa. l7. 8. * Rom. iii. 24. 
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washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb.*' ^ Garments, 
washed in blood, cannot, strictly speak- 
ing, be made white. But when it is con- 
sidered that sin, in the figurative language 
of Scripture, is the pollution of the soul, 
and that it is through the merits of our 
Redeemer that mankind are restored to 
a state of purity in the sight of God, you 
cannot be at a loss to understand the 
meaning of the apostle, when he says, 
that " if we walk in the light, the blood 
of Christ cleanseth us from all sin ;" ' 
and consequently, in what sense the robes 
of the pious and the penitent are said to 
be made white by being washed in the 
blood of the Lamb. 

But it is necessary, in the next place, 
to consider the disposition of heart and 
mind with which you ought to receive 
this sacrament. This, my brethren, is a 
very important inquiry, to which I must 
request your particular attention. Now, 
you should examine yourselves," as the 

1 Rev. vii. 14. 2 i John i. 7. 
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Church Catechism clearly and properly 
expresses it, " whether you repent you 
truly of your former sins ; steadfastly 
purposing to lead a new life; — ^have a 
lively faith in God's mercy through Christ, 
with a thankful remembrance of his 
death; — and be in charity with all 
men.'* 

These, you know, are the Christian 
duties, which I have often pressed on 
your attention. And these are the reli- 
gious principles and affections, which this 
sacrament requires, and has a tendency 
to produce. First, ^^ you should repent 
you truly of your former sins, steadfastly 
purposing to lead a new life^ Without 
a sincere repentance of sin, and a full 
resolution to forsake it, and lead a holy 
life for the time to come, you in vain draw 
near to God in any act of worship. If 
you hope to be saved, you must use every 
exertion to avoid and resist those tempta- 
tions to which you have yielded. And 
you must pay the most serious attention 
to your religious duties. Remember, 
then, that no sorrow, no contrition can 
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be sincere without this. But this sor- 
row, and this change of mind will pro- 
duce a change of conduct. " Godly sor- 
row worketh reformation'' ^ It warns you 
against the repetition of those sins which 
you have committed ; ^nd it excites you 
to the performance of those duties which 
you have neglected. 

And here it is necessary that the weak- 
ness and corruption of our nature should 
be distinctly acknowledged, and deeply 
felt. Of the truth of this doctrine no 
one who examines his own heart can have 
the least doubt. In the Old Testament 
we read that ^^ there is none that doeth 
good, no not one.**^ In the New, the 
same humiliating doctrine is often incul- 
cated : ^^ as by one man (Adam) sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, ybr all 
have sinned.'' ^ And, in the language of 
our excellent Liturgy, we confess, that 
^^ we have left undone those things which 
we ought to have done, and we have 

1 2 Cor. vii. 10. ^ pg. ]^ 3, s Rom. v. 12. 



tM£ toitfi s suppeh. 233 

done tfa66e things which we ought not to 
have done/* 

We' are,' indeed, frail and sinful crea- 
tures, surrounded by dangers, prone to 
etil, and unable of ourselves to obey the 
law of* Clod, Our only hope, therefore, 
19 in his mercy through a Redeemer, 
Here is our great comfort amidst all the 
infirmities of our nature^ 

In tiie next place, then, ^' we should 
have a Ihely/aith in GocTs mercy through 
Christ, with a thankful remembrance of 
his death.^* You need hardly be told, 
diat it is entirely owing to the divine 
mercy in Christ Jesus, that any of the 
fallen race of Adam can expect pardon, 
and grace, and eternal life. But, by the 
death of Christ, all the difficulties that 
stood in the way of obtaining the divine 
favour are happily removed. Though 
conscious of many sins and imperfections, 
we confide in the merits of our Redeemer, 
through whose prevailing name and in- 
tercession we can approach our Maker, 
and have access to the throne of mercy. 

But there is another point of very great 
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importance, to which we must advert. 
We are also required to be " in charity 
with all men.'' We are to harbour no 
iU-wiU to any of our neighbours. On the 
contrary, we are to use our endeavours 
to promote their happiness, and, as much 
9S possible, to ^^ live peaceably with all 
men." ' 

My brethren, this principle of benevo- 
lence to the whole human race is the 
distinguishing mark of a true Christian, 
and, without it, you do not deserve the 
name. " By this," says our blessed Lord, 
" shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another." ^ 

Now, if this principle of benevolence 
be essential to the character of a Chris- 
tian, if it be a disposition of mind which 
you should always cultivate, surely it is 
peculiarly proper when you commemo- 
rate the greatest instance of benevolence 
which you can possibly conceive. 

If, then, you receive this sacrament 
with any degree of faith and attention, 

' Rom. xii. 18. ^ John xiii. 35. 
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you will, I am sure, derive benefit from 
it : your aversion to sin will be strength-- 
ened; your corrupt affections will be 
mortified; your fear and love of God 
will be excited ; and your piety and vir- 
tue improved. The reflections which it 
naturally suggests, all tend to settle these 
Christian principles in your hearts, and 
to remind you of the saving truths of the 
gospel. Hence, you see, by devoutly and 
regularly partaking of this Sacrament, 
you will grow more humble, more pious, 
and more charitable. Besides all this, 
you will find that it affords great comfort 
and support under every trial. It admi- 
nisters consolation under every sorrow 
and affliction. It prepares you for your 
great change by death. And it opens to 
your view the prospect of a happy eter- 
nity. 

You are called upon then, my Chris* 
tian brethren, by three powerful motives 
to partake of this Sacrament, — ^by duty, 
by gratitude, and by interest : by duty, 
as it is the command of him who is your 
Lord and Saviour, and who will be your 
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future Judge. By gratitudey as it is the 
dying request of him, who is the Re- 
deemer of the human race. And by in* 
teresty as it is the means of promoting 
your improvement in piety and virtue. 
Let no one, then, think lightly of this 
subject : it is, be assured, a matter of no 
ordinary import, but one entitled to com« 
mand your serious attention. 

But though this ordinance be so foil 
of comfort and benefit to every trae 
Christian, yet I know that objections are 
urged against it. Now we need not be 
surprised, that hardened sinners should 
refuse to come to the holy table. While 
a man persists in wickedness, we can give 
him no encouragement to receive tins 
Sacrament, and no hope of mercy to be 
derived from it. But to the truly petd* 
tent, the language of our Saviour is pecu- 
liarly consolatory : ^^ Come unto me," 
says he, " all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden " with a sense of your sins^ 
" and I will give you rest.*' ' And his 

' Matth. xi. 28. 
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apostle John says, ^^ if any man sin, we 
hate an^ Advocate 'with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous^ ; and he is the pro^ 
pitiatkmfor owr sins'' * 

None^ then, are excluded from this 
Sadrament, who are truly pious and pe- 
nitent. On the contrary, the greatest 
sinner, if he be sarry for his offences, if 
he believe the truths of the gospel, and 
resblve, thraagh divine grace, to lead a 
Christian life for the time to come, is in- 
vited to partake of it. Surely, then, 
every well-disposed Christian who now 
bears me, and who hopes for salvation 
through the merits of Christ's death, will 
feel it to be his duty to receive this Sa- 
cram^it, and particularly at this season. 
And here I must remind you, first, that 
be who is not fit to receive this Sacra- 
ment ds' not fit to die, and not prepared 
for that future judgment, which all must 
undergo. And, next, that it was on the 
night before our Lord's death, when he 
was about to submit to the most painful 

1 1 John ii. 2. 
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sufferings on our account and for our 
salvation, that he instituted this holy rite 
in memory of these events. To him, in- 
deed, we owe the remission of sin, the 
improvement of our weak and corrupt 
nature, and our hopes of future happi- 
ness. Reflect, therefore, with attention 
on what he has done and suffered for 
your redemption, and the warmest feel- 
ings of gratitude will he excited in your 
hearts. I trust, then, that you will not 
omit to partake of an ordinance, which 
has heen instituted on purpose to remind 
you of the blessings you derive from him ; 
nor will you, I am sure, attend it without 
reverence and humility. But remember, 
that in all your approaches to God, the 
chief thing to be attended to, is the dis- 
position of our own hearts. When men^ 
engaged in the business of life, cherish a 
spirit of devotion, and worship him as 
sincerely as they can, they may be as- 
sured, that whatever may be their sta- 
tion, and however obscure they may be, 
their services will be accepted through 
the mercies of the Christian covenant. 
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He who implores the pardon of sin and 
the influence of God*s Holy Spirit, and 
is thankful for the blessings he enjoys, 
may, however poor and illiterate, com- 
memorate that great event by which the 
pardon of sin, and all these spiritual 
blessings are obtained. He will wish to 
do so ; he will not omit the opportunity. 
Another opportunity may not be given. 
I hope, therefore, my brethren, that you 
will show yourselves Christians by your 
obedience to this command of your Sa- 
viour who *^ died for your sins." ^ Bear 
in mind, however, that you must culti- 
vate such pious affections towards your 
Maker, such feelings of gratitude towards 
your Redeemer, and such a kind and for- 
giving disposition towards your fellow-* 
creatures, as will be accepted through 
the divine mercy in Christ Jesus. You 
need hardly be told, that in the truth of 
the gospel we have all a very deep con- 
cern. Each of us has an interest in the 
doctrines it inculcates, in the duties it 

* 1 Cor. XV. 3. 
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enjoins, and in .the hopes' it inspires. 
The great olqect df^ ekch :of lasf shoidd be 
to secure our saliRatioB^-MRyobtBm eter* 
nal life. This sabjeck' is pecufiarly cal- 
culated to bumble the pride of the human 
heart, and to remind us that we tfeisin- 
ful and imperfect beings. Now thib fon- 
damental doctrine of the go^el 70a 
should never forget. You should afao 
bear in mind, that you have three for- 
midable enemies to resist and overcome^ 
— the worid, the flesh, and the deTsi. it 
is, therefore, necessary that you riikoidd 
guard with vigilance against their attadcs, 
and that you should pray daily and fer^ 
vently to God to enable you, by the aid 
of his Spirit, to avoid t^nptation, and to 
" work out your salvation." * 

Now this piety, and these Christian 
sentiments, you are required to cultivate. 
Thousands, labouring under the same 
imperfections, exposed to the same trials, 
and liable to the same temptations, have 
overcome their difficulties, and become 

1 Philip, ii. 12. 
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sober^ morale and religious^ and have 
received comfort to their souls. Imitate, 
then> their example. Follow their good 
resolutions. You have the same rule of 
faith to regulate your conduct — the 
Word of God. You have the same aid 
offered for strengthening your faith, and 
animating your hopes. You have the 
same means of grace, the same hope of 
glory, the same reward of heaven. You 
look for salvation through the death of 
the same Saviour. You implore the as-^ 
distance of the same Holy Spirit, by whom 
we all have access to the Father. And 
you maintain with them, the necessity of 
that " holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord." ^ Let these impor- 
tant truths be deeply impressed upon 
your hearts. Let it be remembered, that 
if you endeavour to do your duty faith- 
fully and conscientiously in the station 
allotted to you by Providence, God will 
guide, and assist, and comfort you by his 
Spirit; and, after the trials of this life 

i Heb. xii. 14* 

M 
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are at an end^ will^ through his mercy in 
Christ Jesus^ bestow on you a crown of 
never-fading glory. It is, however, to 
be feared, that the business or the plea- 
sures of the world have too strong a hold 
upon us all. They engage too much of 
our time and attention. You ought, 
therefore, to moderate your attachment 
to the pleasures and pursuits of this tran- 
sitory world. 

With this view, you should daily and 
earnestly offer up your prayers and praises 
to your Maker. You should do all you 
can to cherish a spirit of true devotion. 
This is a point of the greatest importance 
in promoting your best interests, — the 
salvation of your souls. It will lead you 
to reflect on your weakness and imper- 
fections, and to consider the means and 
opportunities of religious improvement. 
Be regular, then, and fervent in your de- 
votions. And let nothing prevent you 
from discharging this duty of receiving 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and 
of contributing liberally to the relief of 
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the poor. " Freely ye have received, 
freely give." ^ 

Let parents and heads of families in- 
struct their children and servants in 
these important points, and prepare their 
minds to partake of this Sacrament. 

Impressed with the most fervent devo- 
tion to our God and Saviour, and with 
the most sincere benevolence to our fel- 
low-creatures, and touched with just con- 
trition for past oflfences, let us draw near 
to the table of the Lord, with faith, with 
gratitude, with charity and with humi- 
lity. " I beseech you, therefore, bre- 
thren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service." * 

^ Matth. X. 8. * Rom. xii. 1, 
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THE EFFICACY OF THE DEATH OF 

CHRIST. 

[passion SUNDAY, OR GOOD FRIDAY.] 



John xix. 30. 



" When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar^ 
he said, It is finished. And he bowed his head, and 
gave up the ghost." 

When our blessed Lord said, " It is fi- 
nished/' he, no doubt, had something in 
view of peculiar importance,— something 
which would give comfort to the human 
mind, and which it may be useful to us 
to consider. 

To give an adequate idea of all that 
wa$ passing in his mind on that awful 
occasion, would exceed human abilities. 
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The words, however, which he uttered^ 
may furnish us with some useful topics, 
which tend to impress us with feelings of 
humility, of gratitude, and devotion, and 
thus prepare us for receiving the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. 

Now, it will readily occur to you, in 
the first place, that when he said. It is 
Jlnishedy he probably meant that his suf-- 
ferings were at an end. 

We, my brethren, have great reason 
to be thankful to Providence, that the 
afflictions which are before us in life are 
unknown to us till we actually feel them. 
Our gracious Creator has in great mercy 
drawn a veil over futurity, and has hidden 
from our sight what may be about to 
happen to us, and to our families, even 
to-morrow. But our Saviour saw the 
■whole of his unparalleled su£Perings in 
one comprehensive view. Yet he volun- 
tarily submitted to a life of reproach and 
sorrow, of poverty and distress, and ended 
it by a death of ignominy and torture. 
Shall I endeavour to describe what he 
suffered in his body, and in his soul, for 
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the salvation of the haman race ? After 
the description of tiie Evangelists^ which 
is so pointed^ so impressive^ and so affect* 
ing, an attempt of this sort seems imne* 
cessary. We little know, and therefore 
we are unable fully to describe, the evil 
nature of sin, which was the cause of his 
sufferings. It made even the Son of 
God exclaim, to the amazement of men 
and angels : ^^ My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me ?'* ^ But, adored 
be his name, amidst all the painful suf- 
ferings he endured, he still persevered ia 
the benevolent purpose for which he 
came into the world, till the whole was 
accomplished, — ^till he could say, " It is 
finished*^ 

Another meaning which our Lord might 
have had in view when he uttered these 
words, was, — that the types and Jigures 
concerning him in the Old Testament, 
and the sacrifices under the Law, were 
now fulfilled. 

To some of these tj^e^ and figures it 

' Matth. xxvii. 46. 



THE DBATH OF CHRIST. 24/ 

may be proper to call your attention. 
God had given intimations of mercy to 
the human race immediately after the 
fall : for Adam is represented in Scrip- 
ture ^^ as a figure of him who was to 
come ;" * *^ As in Adam all die, so in 
Christ shall all be made alive." ^ 

In the life of Noah^ the preacher of 
righteousness^ who saved all who fled to 
the ark, we plainly see our Redeemer 
shadowed forth, " saving to the utter- 
most all that come to God by him."^ 
Abraham is another beautiful and lively 
figure of Christ ; and of Christians, who 
look for *^ an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away."* 
This is well illustrated by the apostle 
Paul. And in the birth and death of 
Isaac, we see a striking ty^e of the birth 
and death of the Messiah." ^ Moses 
leading the children of Israel through the 
wilderness, delivering to them the tables 
of the Law, and interceding with God on 
account of their rebellion and unbeUef, 

J Rom. V. 14. 2 1 Cor. xv. 22, ' Heb. vii. 25. 
4 1 Pet. i. 4. * Heb. xi. 17—19. 
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obviouQly.ppiii^ opt our blessed Lard, 
who co;i4j^C5ts Jijla ft^i,difi^l.sqryants^ 
the trials, of. t^ mortal stat^^inoulcates 
good principle Qn their hearts, and now 
intercedes with God in thpir behalf.^ 

You will observe, next, that Aaron^ 
the highr-priest, who daily offered sacri- 
fices, and once every year entered into 
the holiest, ^^not without .blood which 
he offered for himself and the errors of 
the people," thereby shadowed forth our 
Saviour, who is *^ the only Mediator be- 
tween God and man," and who *^ entered 
not into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true, but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us." ^ 

When we read of Joseph in the prison, 
of Jonah in the whale's belly, and of 
Daniel in the lion's den, they all point to 
the Messiah, and have a reference to the 
mystery of our redemption. In the same 
manner, the bondage of the children of 
Israel in Egjrpt was a striking represent- 

1 Acts vii. 37, 38. Heb. xi. 23—26. 
2 Heb. ix, 7—24. 
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lEition of the bondage of siny from which 
we are delivered by the mercy of the 
gospel-dispensation. And it ought not 
to be omitted, that the brazen serpent, 
erected in the wilderness to heal the 
Israelites of the poison of serpents, is 
pointed out by our Saviour himself in 
the gospel history as typical of his cruci- 
fixion : " As Moses," says he, " lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be Ufted up {on the 
cross), that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." ' 

Again : Joshua leading the Israelites 
into the Holy Land, is a beautiful tj^pe 
of our Saviour conducting his disciples 
into the kingdom of heaven. In short, 
all the wonderful persons, and all the 
astonishing events, recorded in the Old 
Testament, were designed by Providence 
to be types of the Messiah, and " sha- 
dows of good things to come." ^ 

We are assured, that the sacrifices 

^ John iii. 14. * jjeb. x. 1. 

M 3 
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under the Jewish Law had no intrindc 
value in them to purify the soul from 
sin : they derived their efficacy from the 
relation they bore to the Messiah,* and 
the disposition of the worshipper. The 
Jewish Passover, though originally insti- 
tuted in remembrance of the angel's 
passing over the houses of the Israelites, 
when he slew the first-bom of the Egyp- 
tians, was intended also to prefigure 
*' the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sins of the world." ^ 

The various rites and ceremonies, then, 
of the Jewish church, which otherwise 
would have appeared extraordinary and 
unintelligible, become striking and im- 
portant, when we find that they are types 
of a more spiritual mode of worship un- 
der the gospel, and intimations of the 
redemption of the world by Jesus Christ. 

A third event, to which our Lord might 
allude, when he said " it is finished," is, 
that the prophecies which had been de- 
livered from time to time through a 

' Heb. X, 14. 2 John i gg. 
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long succession of ages^ were now fnU 
filled. 

The New Testament clearly shows, 
that hoth our Sayiour and his apostles 
appealed to the prophecies of the Old 
Testament^ as affording a principal proof 
of his Divine mission. The first promise 
which was made after the apostacy of the 
human race, was this — that ^^ the seed of 
the woman should bruise the serpent's 
head." ^ And in following ages, this ob- 
scure promise was gradually explained. 
Though the patriarchs and prophets be- 
held the beams of ** the Sun of righte- 
ousness" ^ only through the medium of 
types and prophecies, yet those rays illu- 
minated the mind of the devout wor- 
shipper with a distinct though distant 
view of the Messiah. " Abraham," said 
our Lord, " rejoiced to see my day ; and 
he saw it, and was glad." ^ But as the 
time drew near when our Saviour was to 
take the nature and form of man, the 
prophets gave a more minute description 

1 Gen. iii. 15. » Mai. iv. 2. » John viii. 56. 
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of his life and miracles, his office and 
character^ the nature of his kingdom, and 
the end of his divine mission. So that, 
if the Jews had studied the Old Testament 
with sufficient attention, they might have 
clearly seen, that it was he ^^ of whom 
Moses in the Law and the prophets did 
write.'* * Read, for instance, the remark- 
able prophecy of Isaiah, in the fifty-third 
chapter, which is extremely important, 
and where he says, that " he was wounded 
for our transgressions, and bruised for 
our iniquities." '^ He was numbered with 
the transgressors (that is, he died between 
two thieves) ; he bare the sin of many, 
and made intercession for the transgres- 
sors." In this chapter you will find a 
plain, literal, and affecting descriptk>n of 
our Saviour's sufferings, death, and burial. 
But, on the many wonderful prophecies 
that relate to our Saviour and his reli- 
gion, the time will not allow me to dwell. 
It may be observed, however, that when 
the last prediction concerning him was 

^ John i. 45. 
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about to be accomplished^ the Evangelist 
informs us in the context, that our Lord 
gaid, " I thirst. Now there was set a 
vessel full of vinegar ; and they filled a 
sponge with vinegar, and put it upon 
hyssop, and put it to his mouth. When 
Jesus, therefore, had received the vine- 
gar, he said. It is finished. And he 
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost," 
or expired. 

Here, then, at this memorable sera, the 
Jewish economy ceased and the Gospel 
dispensation commenced. The important 
hour was now come, when the Mosaic 
rites and saaifices were to be abolish- 
ed, when the Christian religion was to 
be introduced, and mankind were to 
*^ worship God in spirit and in truth." 
The wall of partition, which had hitherto 
separated the Jews and Gentiles, was now 
broken down ; and they became one flock 
under onie Shepherd. " For through him, 
we both (Jews and Gentiles) have access 
by one spirit to the Father." ^ 

1 Eph. ii. 18, 
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A fourth object which might occupy 
our Lord's ndnd on this occasion is, that 
his example was finished ; that the work 
of his public ministry was accomplished; 
and that the intention of Providence in 
sending him into the world was also com- 
pleted. " I have given you an example/' 
says he, *' that ye should follow my steps, 
and do as I have done unto you." ^ And 
observe, I beseech you, what an example 
of meekness and humility, of patience 
and resignation, of piety and benevolence, 
has he set us ! We should therefore con- 
sider him not only as our Redeemer and 
Intercessor, but as a pattern for our imi- 
tation, — " an ensample of godly life." 

Alluding to the case of the man who 
was born blind, and to whom he was 
going to give sight, he says, — " I must 
work the work of him that sent me, while 
it is day."^ Now the important work 
for which he came into the world was, — 
to set an example of piety and virtue, to 
teach the pure and heavenly doctrines 

* John xiii. 15. 2 Jq^h ix. 4. 
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and duties of the gospel^ to bring ^^ life 
and immortality to Ught/' ^ and to expiate 
human guilt by his death on the cross. 
In the energetic language of Scripture, it 
was " to redeem us from all iniquity, and 
to purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works." ^ So forcibly was 
the Roman centurion and many others 
struck with the character and conduct of 
our Saviour, and with the astonishing 
circumstances of his death, that they 
could not forbear exclaiming, *^ Truly 
this was the Son of God.'' ^ 

If you view him as a public Teacher, 
you see him inculcating the most sublime 
piety and morality, and pointing out the 
way to immortal happiness. After con- 
templating his heavenly character, as it 
is drawn with inimitable beauty by the 
Evangelists, we may ask, " Whence hath 
this man this wisdom, and this power " 
of working miracles ? ^ Every reflecting 
hearer must indeed confess, not only that 
he. is wise, and great, and good, but that 

> 2 Tim. i. 10. • Tit. ii. 14. » Matth. xxvii. 54. 

4 Matth. xiii. 54. 
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he is divine. So that^ amidst the gloom 
which hung over the cross, we can dis- 
cover one grand object of a gracious Pro- 
vidence accomplished, — the salvation of 
the world from sin and eternal misery. 

This leads me to mention another im- 
portant event, which engaged our Lord's 
attention in his last moments; namely, 
that the sins of mankind were then ex- 
piated, and that our redemption was 
accomplished. 

Some articles of the Christian faith 
relate to subjects far beyond the reach of 
the human understanding : and it would 
be surprising if they did not. We are 
unable to account for the origin of evil, 
or to explain why God permits it. Men 
are often employed in prpng into mat- 
ters the knowledge of which is beyond 
their limited capacities, and yet are apt 
to neglect what may be easily known, 
and what is most essential to be prac- 
tised. But in nothing is this more appa- 
rent, than in the momentous subject be- 
fore us. For, instead of receiving with 
gratitude and humility this important 
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and dearly revealed truths that '^ God so 
lonred tiie wcxpld, that he gasre his only 
begotten Son, that ^osoever bdieveth 
in him* ^sbouhl not pmsh, but have ever* 
lasting lifb ;" ^ and instead of imbibing 
the spmt and obeying the precepts of 
Ghristianity, many reject the terms of 
salvation, for no other reason but because 
they cannot fathom the depths of the 
counsel of God, or fully comprehend all 
the mysteries of redemption. Hence^ 
even in the apostolic age, the doctrine of 
a crucified Redeemer proved ^^ to the 
Jews a stumbling block, and to the Greeks 
foolishness; but to them that are called,'' 
that is, to them that are sincerely dis- 
posed to accept the offer of divine mercy 
made to them in the gospel, it is '^ the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God."* 
What though there be mysteries in our 
holy religion, which we are unable tho- 
roughly to understand ; what though we 
cannot fully comprehend the stupendous 
plan of our redemption, into which " an- 

1 John iii. 16. « 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. 
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gels desire to look :** ^ is it not sufficient 
for every good and practical purpose to 
know, that amidst the weakness and cor- 
ruptions of our nature, God is merciful, 
and has promised to the pious and the peni- 
tent, pardon and acceptance through the 
merits and intercession of our Redeemer? 
In the New Testament, do you not find, 
that every thing that is useful, and con- 
solatory to the human mind, is clearly 
written for your instruction, and im- 
provement, and salvation through Christ? 
Be thankful, then, for what God has 
been pleased to reveal. Rejoice that a 
period will come, when all mysteries shall 
be unfolded ; when the capacities of the 
human mind shall be enlarged; when 
the wisdom and goodness of God shall 
appear conspicuous in all his dispensa* 
tions, and when the faithful and devout 
Christian will be admitted into the re- 
gions of eternal happiness. And, above 
all, let the tenor of your lives be as be- 
cometh those to whom God has revealed 

J 1 Pet. i. 12. 
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that ^^ the wages of sin is deaths but the 
gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." ^ 

From what has been said, it appears 
that the life, the sufferings, the death, 
and the religion of our divine Saviour 
were not only predicted by the prophets, 
but were prefigured by the rites of the 
Jewish church. 

Now, these reflections suggest some of 
the most important inferences that can 
be drawn from the discoveries of the 
gospel, and particularly claim our atten« 
tion at this solemn hour. 

In the first place, the promises of God, 
thus fulfilled, should lead us to trust in 
him for the accomplishment of all his 
other promises. 

When the Son of God appeared upon 
earth in the form and nature of man, 
when he more clearly revealed the will 
and merciful design of his heavenly Fa^ 
ther, and when he at last died, as at this 
time, upon the cross for our redemption, 

1 Bom. yi. 23. 
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then W€re the promises, which at ^^ sun- 
dry times, and in divers manners'* had 
been made '^ to the fathers by the pro^ 
phets," wondotfuUy fulfilled.^ With these 
astonishing instances of the txuth of Godls 
word before us, we may be assured, that 
whatever he promises, he will in his own 
time and manner accomplish. Of his 
wisdom^ his fidelity, and his goodness to 
the human race, we have the clearest and 
the most stupendous display. We havte, 
indeed, the greatest reason to confide in 
his power, his wisdom, his b^fievolence, 
his moral government, and his blessed 
promises revealed to us in the gospel. 

Let us, therefore, do our duty faith* 
fully and conscientiously, and resign Our-i> 
selves and all our concerns to the dis« 
posal of that gracious Being, who will 
guide and support us in our passage 
through this world, and who will, at last, 
conduct us to a better, to ^* those new 
heavens^ and that new earthy wherein 
dwelleth righteousness." ^ 

1 Heb. i. 1. 2 2 Pet. iii. 13. 
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In the second plaoe^ we should bless 
God for his mercy in our redemption. 
His mercy to the human race is displayed 
in the most striking manner in the New 
Testament. The discoveries of the gos- 
pel are admirably calculated to sooth the 
wounded conscience^ labouring under a 
sense of guilt. They suit the imperfec- 
tions and corruptions of our nature. 
They shew the importance and necessity 
of divine aid. They teach the penitent 
and the sincere believer to trust in God 
for the pardon of sin amidst our own 
guilt and imperfections. Let us study, 
therefore, to have an habitual sense of 
the divine goodness on our minds, and 
particularly when we draw near to God 
in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

In the last place, we should show our 
gratitude to our Redeemer for all that 
he has done and suffered for us. 

My brethren, we are here assembled to 
oommemorate his painful and ignomini- 
ous death upon the cross : it is the anni- 
versary of that great and wonderful event 
by which we humbly hope to obtain par-. 
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don, and peace, and eternal life, — bless- 
ings which the light of nature could never 
have discovered. 

By the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
you are remmded of the inestimable be- 
nefits which you derive from his death, 
if " you truly repent, and unfeignedly 
believe his holy gospel." Now, when 
you seriously reflect on what he has done 
and suffered for your salvation, you will 
feel, I trust, the most powerful motive 
for obedience to his commands. Let me 
admonish you seriously to reflect on the 
weakness and corruptions of your nature. 
Reflect, I beseech you, on your sins and 
imperfections, as you ought, and you 
cannot but be touched with feelings of 
sorrow and penitence. Who does not 
feel that he is a sinner, — that he has 
offended his Maker in thought, word, 
and deed ; that he has offended some of 
\A% fellfyW'Creatures ; and that he has not 
been always attentive to the duty of se^-^ 
gaoemment ? And further, — who does 
not know, that to be saved as Christ came 
to save mankind, is to be delivered from 
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the wrath to come^ and to be translated^ 
after this life is ended^ into a state of 
eternal happiness ? 

Let me earnestly exhort you, then, to 
commemorate the dying love of your 
Redeemer. But do not deceive your- 
selves in a matter of infinite moment. 
For to those " who neglect so great sal- 
vation," ^ — who will not obey the com- 
mands of their Saviour — who will not be 
reclaimed by the promises and threaten- 
ings of the gospel, " there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fear- 
ful looking for of judgment, and fiery in- 
dignation, which shall devour the adver- 
saries." ^ 

But perhaps you will ask me, (and it 
is a most important question,) — with 
what disposition of mind ou^ht you to re- 
ceive this Sacrament P Now, turn to the 
Church Catechism and to the Commu-. 
nion Service itself; there you will find it 
briefly and distinctly stated : " You are 
to repent truly of your former sins ; to 

1 Heb. ii. 8. « Heb. x. 26, 27. 
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have a lively aiul 8l;epicl£ft8t biMh m God's 
mercy through Christ;. to. ajanend youi: 
lives ; and to be in perfeet cliiaiwty mth 
all men/' In this masoAer^.iaid.with this 
disposition^ you become «aeet pairtakers 
of this holy Sacrament^ and derive com-* 
fort and benefit to your souls. Now, my 
brethren, since the benefits are so gre^t, 
the means of preparation so easy, and 
the duty so important, I have again earn 
nestly to beseech you to partake, of it. 
Let none, then, neglect an ordinanpe sp 
full of comfort, and so essentaal to your 
salvation. Let the poor, as well, as the 
rich, let masters and servants, draw near 
with faith, with sincere repentance for all 
your past sins, with Christian charity, 
aind with the most serious resolutions of 
amendment. And surely the old and 
infirm, who are on the brink of the grave, 
should turn their serious thoughts to the 
method of making their peace with God 
through their Redeemer, and should pre-* 
pare for eternity. 

With this view, let me impress in the 
most forcible manner the importance of 
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cherishing those sentiments of humility 
and self-abasement, which our sins and 
imperfections naturally inspire; and of 
exciting in our souls those feelings of 
gratitude and devotion, which such un- 
merited and unspeakable blessings de- 
serve. I shall, therefore, conclude in the 
words of the apostle : " Seeing, then, 
that we have a great High Priest, that is 
passed into the heavens, JestiS, the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our profession. 
And let us come boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need." * 
Now, to God, &c. 

» Heb. iv. 14—16. 
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SERMON XIIL 



OUR AFFECTIONS TO BE SET ON HEA- 
VENLY, NOT ON EARTHLY THINGS. 



CoLOSsiANS iii. I9 2. 

^ Hyefhok be risen vithChrisI, seek those.danga 
wlwak aie abovey wbeie Ghost siiteth oa the r%ht 
bmd of God. Set your affections cm things above, 
not on things on the earth." 

Easter Sunday is the day on which we 
commemorate our blessed Sai4dup*« re- 
surrection firom the dead; and^ at this 
great Festival^ I shall offer s6me vkriMpks, 
which are of peculiar importatioe to us, 
and to all Christians. 

But let it first be observed/ thttt^the 
design of the apostle in the eplstl€rfiy>m 
which my text is taken, wa^ to piet«Qbde 
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the Colossians to act according to their 
Christian principles, and to cherish the 
purity, the charity, the simplicity, and 
the sublime hopes of the gospel. 

To explain, however, his meaning 
more fully, let us compare the words of 
the text with a passage in his epistle to 
the Rpmans, contained in that portion 
appointed to be read in the service of 
this day. 

There, having strenuously asserted the 
doctrine of the divine mercy in the Chris- 
tian covenant in the first five chapters, 
the apostle proceeds in the beginning of 
the sixth to consider the effects which it 
ought to produce on our conduct. ^* What 
shall we say, then," to this doctrine of our 
redemption ? " Shall we continue in sin 
that grace may abound? God forbid! 
How shall we that are dead to sin, live 
amy longer therein ? Know ye not, that 
so many of us as were baptized into Jesus 
Christ, were baptized into his death ? 
Hiierefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death, that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory 

N 2 
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of the Faiheri ^▼cii so we also should 
walk 111 newness of UfeT ^ 

As if he had said, so fEor ought we to 
he firom living in the practice of any 
known wickedness hecause Christ died 
for our sins^ and rose again for our justi- 
fication, that, on the contrary, we are 
hound hy the strongest ties to lead holy 
Uves. For hdng dipped in, or sprinkle 
with water at our baptism, we therehy 
virtually promise to '' rise from a death 
of sm to a life of righteousness,^' and to 
approve ourselves the children of the 
legurrection, by « seeking those thing* 
which are above, where Christ sitteth at 
the right hand of God.'* 

This sufficiently explains what the 
apostle means by being ^^ risen with 
Christ.'' It is, however, of the greatest 
importance to understand the figurative 
language of Scripture, and the proper 
method of explaining it. To r«nove, 
therefore, some of the difficulties which 
may occur to you in the writings of the 

1 Rom. tL 1—4. 
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apostles^ and to illuBtrate their meaning, 
it may be useful to mention some of the 
metaphorical expressions, so frequently 
made use of in their epistles. 

Now you will observe that the depra- 
vity of our nature is sometimes called by 
t\mn " the botfy of sin and deaths " O 
wretch^ man that I am ! who shall de* 
liver me from the body of this death ?" * 
m opposition to that principle of true 
il^ligion, by which we are enabled " to 
mortify the deeds of the body*'^ — to that 
better turn of mind, that piety and good- 
iiess, which Christianity was intended to 
produce. 

In the beautiful and energetic language 
of Scripture, light frequently denotes a 
state of knowledge and virtue ; and dark^ 
nesa^ a state of ignorance and vice. The 
apostle, addressing his Christian converts, 
says, " ye were sometimes darkness, but 
uow are ye liffkt in the Lord : walk as 
children of light.'' * That is, ye were for- 
merly in heathen ignorance, but now ye 

^ Rom viL 24 2 Rom. viii. 13, ^ Epb. v. 8. 
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enjoy the fight of the gospel : cultivate, 
therefore, a true Christian spirit. " Cast 
off the works of darkness, and put on the 
armour of fight :" * lead Christian lives. 
Again, the evil propensities of our nature 
are styled by St. Paul ^* the old man ^ 
and that change of the affections, that 
renovation of our nature, that sanctity of" 
heart and holiness of fife, which the gos- 
pel produces, is caUed " the new man** 
*' The old man,'* says he, (our corrupt- 
nature, which we derive from Adam) " iis 
crucified with Christ, that the body of 
sin might be destroyed." ^ ** Put off^ 
therefore, the old many which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, and be 
renewed in the spirit of your minds, and 
put on the new man^* (the Christian 
disposition,) " which after God is created 
in righteousness and true hoBness." ' 

There is another passage, closely con- 
nected with this, which has been much 
misrepresented in the present day, mA 
therefore requires to be explained. " If 

J Rom. xiii. 12. 2 Rom. vi. 6. » Eph. iv. 2d_24. 
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kny man/' says the apostle^ " be in Christ, 
he is a new creature.^ 
- To illustrate this passage^ it is to be 
observed, that when the gospel was first 
preached to the heathen, they were idola- 
ters, and addicted to the grossest crimes- 
. But if a man be a sincere Christian, 
he will abandon his vicious principles 
and bad practices. His views, his mind, 
his manners, his disposition will be so 
altered and so improved by his Christian 
principles, and by the hopes they inspire, 
that he may be said, in the language of 
Scripture, to be *^a new creature'' — to 
have a new will, new desires, new afiec- 
tions, and new hope through Christ, He 
will show by his faith, his pbedience, his 
devotions, and his partaking of the LordV 
Supper, that he believes the saving truths 
of the gospel. You will also find, that 
the sinful propensities of our nature are 
frequently put in opposition to our reli- 
^ous state, under the metaphorical ex« 
pre4ssions of " flesh and spirit." Hence 

• 2 Cor. V, 17. . 
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our.SsMiour says, ^^ that which is bom of 
the fleshy is fleshy** partakes of our cor* 
rupt nature, '' and that which is born of 
the Spirit, is spirit/' ^ is formed to a re- 
semblance of that Holy Spirit, who en* 
lightens our mmds, and excites good 
thoughts and purposes in our hearts. 
Our Saviour did not here mean " a new 
birth'' in a natural, but in a moral sense. 
" If ye live after the flesh," if ye follow 
your vicious inclinations and corrupt 
principles, " ye shall die. But if ye, 
through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds 
of tiie body, ye shall live,"^ ye shaU 
experience the renewing and sanctifyiiig 
influences of the Holy Spirit on your 
souls, leading you to eternal life in 
heaven. 

It is further to be remarked, that the 
word death, in the writings of St Paul, 
does not always denote the dissolution- of 
the body, the extinction of l\fe : it is fr©-. 
quently put for future misery, or eternal 
punisbjnent. Thus, in his epistle to the 

> John iii. 6. ^ Rom, viii. 13. 
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Romans^ " the wages of sin is death/' * 
and " to be carnally minded is death." 
In both of these passages the apostle is 
not speaking of that natural death, which 
all must undergo, but of that spiritual 
death, that misery and punishment, those 
dreadful and eternal torments to which 
sin brings the wicked in the world to 
come. 

And here, it will be well for you to 
ask your own hearts. Whether you are 
making any improvement in piety and 
goodness ? Whether religious principles 
be gaining possession of your thoughts ? 
Whether you think more frequently and 
more seriously of God, and of the salva- 
tion of your souls ? If you perceive this, 
then you perceive a change for the bet- 
ter : if you be " spiritually minded, you 
will have life and peace." ^ 

Now, as these and similar expressions 
show us in very strong language the ex- 
tent of our frailty and corruption, so they 
give us the highest ideas of the import- 

^ Rom. vi. 23. ^ Rom. viii. 6. 

N 3 
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ance of Christianity in* imjirovihg our 
weak nature^ and in raising .us through a 
state of discipline here, t6 that happiness 
which was forfeited by the fell. Hence 
St. Paul exhorts us in the iext to ^* set 
our affections on heavenlt/y not on earthly 
things." 

" If in this life only/' says he, *^ we 
have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable." ^ He particularly alludes 
to the first Christians, when they were 
exposed to the severest trials and perse- 
cutions. But, oh ! how miserable should 
even we be, notwithstanding we enjoy 
many peculiar blessings, if, after the trials 
and afflictions of life are ended, there 
awaited us nothing but a state of total 
and everlasting insensibility ! Wretched 
is that philosophy, which argues that man 
will perish like the brutes ! Other crea- 
tures have faculties and pursuits assigned 
to them by Providence, admirably adapt- 
ed to their nature. But man is a diffe- 
rent kind of being. Man is endued with 

• 1 Cor. XV. 19. 
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ireason and reflection. Man alone^ of all 
earthly creature^, is capable of virtuous 
sentiments^ and of religious improvement. 
He alone feels that he is created and pre- 
served by a power superior to his own. 
He alone can contemplate and adore the 
great Author of nature, and he alone 
derives comfort in reflecting that he is a 
rational and immortal being. 

Now, can any of you believe, that a 
wise and good Providence would have 
bestowed on. us such surprising faculties, 
both of body and soul, if it had not been 
intend^ that we should attain that state 
of perfection, of which we are capable ? 
Would God have implanted in our nature 
such ardent wishes for immortality, — and 
after all, only to disappoint our most anx- 
ious hopes ? No, my brethren, our hearts 
revolt at the thought. We are destined 
to live in a purer, a happier, and a more 
spiritual state. We cannot, therefore, 
be sufficiently thankful, that we are not 
left to doubts and uncertainties upon a 
point which so nearly concerns us. " Life 
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and immortulity are now clearly brought 
to light through the gospel/' ^ 

Here^ then^ is a subject of the deepest 
interest to us. We all know^ that our 
eternal welfare is now at stake. We 
know, that the momentous hours are now 
rapidly passing away, which will fix our 
doom for ever. I beseech you, therefore, 
to think of this subject with smousness, 
give it that earnest attention which its 
vast importance deserves. 

Can you look upon yourselves, as de- 
signed for a higher state of existence 
beyond the grave, and yet have all your 
thoughts fixed on the present moment ? 
Can you reflect that you are now in a 
state of trial for eternity, and yet have 
your minds wholly engaged about the 
things of time ? The world wiU, no doubt, 
claim a great share of your time and at- 
tention : this our religion does not forbid. 
But you must not allow the cares and 
pursuits, or the fascinating pleasures of 
the world to occupy all your thoughts ; 

1 2 Tim. i. 10. 
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you must not devote to them that tuae^ 
which reason and Scripture inform us 
should be employed in the service of 
your Maker. Six days you may be prin* 
cipally engaged in the pursuits of this 
life^ and may make an honest provision 
for yourselves and families. But the se* 
tenth day^ God claims as his own: he 
requires you on Sunday to suspend your 
worldly business, and to devote it to relU 
giotis purposes. 

Be not, then, so solicitous about pro- 
curing the comforts and conveniences of 
this life, which is short and uncertain, as 
to neglect qualifying yourselves for the 
neaetj which is permanent and eternal. Be 
not so anxious to " lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust do corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and steal," as to lay " up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust do corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor 
steal" ^ 

' Matth. vi. 19, 20. 
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I do not exhort you, my«bi;e,thren,. to 
abstain from innocent pleasures <and 
amusements. I only say to you^ in the 
language of Scripture, " be not lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God." ^ I 
do not call on you to despise riches : but 
do not, I beseech you, sacrifice a good 
name and a good conscience to obtain 
them. For, however serviceable they 
may be in warding off or mitigating some 
of the evils of life, they can neither 
exempt you from death, nor purchase for 
you a title " to a crown of Ufe." * Nor. 
do I advise you to renounce the vforld 
entirely : I only admonish you to mode- 
rate your attachment to its pursuits. 
And the reason for admonishing you to 
use such moderation about the pleasures 
and pursuits of life is obvious and impor- 
tant : you will long exist after this . worl4 
is at an end. And, consequently, it will 
be your wisdom, as it is your duty, to 
acquire that divine temper, those sound 
principles of piety and virtue, which on, 

1 2 Tim. Hi. 4. » Rev. ii. 10. 
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the terms of the Christian covenant, will 
qualify you for another and higher state 
of existence. 

View yourselves as immortal beings : 
born for eternity, will you not be ashamed 
to have your thoughts constantly em- 
ployed about the pleasure and pursuits 
of this transitory life, without any atten- 
tion to your religious duties, and without 
any regard to a future state ? Reflect on 
those blessed regions, which our Lord 
has purchased for his faithful followers 
by his suflferings and death on the cross. 
Meditate with seriousness on that eternal 
happiness^ which you may obtain through 
his merits and mediation ; look down tq 
that awful and tremendous place, where 
there is the deepest anguish and misery 
—where '' there is weeping and gnashing 
of teeth ;"^ — say, if you can any longer 
be ** the servants of sin" — careless any 
longer about your conduct, or can come, 
this day, to the house of prayer, express- 
ing, as you have done, your gratitude to 

J Matth. viii. 12. 
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God for the inestimaUie benefits of re- 
demptioii, and for the hope of a blessed 
immoTtalitjr, — and then, forget all these 
sacred and solemn engagements^ and 
jrfimge mto sm. 

Bnt I hope better things of you^ my 
brethren ; I hope that reli^ous principles 
are gaining ground among you, and oc- 
cupy a great share of your thoughts. I 
hope that you are endeavouring, through 
divine grace, to strive against sin^ against 
the corruption of your nature, to secure 
your eternal salvation through him, who 
saves you firom the guilt of sin by his 
blood, and to be guided by those Christian 
principles which you profess. 

You see, then^ to what all this tends. 
In the first place, our hopes and our fears 
lead us to believe that there is to be a 
future state of rewards and punishments ; 
and observe, they are wonderfully con- 
firmed by the light of revelation. The 
momentous information which is con- 
veyed in the gospel, deserves your seri- 
ous attention. Happiness is not bestowed 
on men according to rank, birth, or for- 
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tune^ but aooordiag to moral worth. In 
another worlds a wonderful distinotion 
vrill take place between the righteous and 
the wicked. The distinction is this^ and 
it should never be forgotten : — " they 
that have done ^food shall rise from their 
graves to enjoy eternal life; and they 
that have done evil shall Tise to suffer 
eternal punishment J" ^ 

In the second place^ this subject should 
excite in our hearts sincere ^^ love to 
God" for his great mercy to the fallen 
race of Adam. We should particularly 
thank him ^^ for his inestimable love in 
the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christy for the means of grace^ and 
for the hope of glory." No other sub- 
ject is so peculiarly calculated to excite 
gratitude and praise. Let us rejoice^ 
then^ in ^^ the exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises of the gospel/' ^ and that 
if we are good Christians we have a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead^ to " an inheritance incor- 

' John V. 28, 29. 2 2 Pet. i. 4. 
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ruptible^ and undefiled^ and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for us." ^ 

In the third place, by our Lord's atone- 
ment and resurrection from the dead, we 
are assured that he has completed the 
great work of our redemption^ and that 
he will bestow on his faithful followers 
the pardon of sin, the aid of his Holy 
Spirit, and eternal life and happiness. 

We therefore rejoice, this day, in the 
great truth of our Lord's resurrection- 
Now the inference, which the apostle 
draws from his resurrection, and which 
renders it a most interesting and a 
most important event to us all, is, that 
it is a pledge and assurance of our 
own. " If we believe," says he, " that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also that sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him," ^ That is, if we believe, as 
we do, the death and resurrection of 
Christ, we have just reason to believe 
that God will raise the dead at the last 
day. 

> 1 Peter i. 3—4. « I Thess. iv. 14. 
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At this season of the year^ when seed 
is thrown into the ground^ it seems to 
rot ; but at the proper time^ it revives 
and shoots out afresh. Now^ this is a 
striking sign, a lively symptom of the r^- 
surrection of the human hody^ which 
(Christianity teaches us to expect. We 
all believe, that upwards of 1800 years 
ago, Jesus Christ lived in Judea, and died 
on the cross to accomplish the salvation 
of the human race ; that he rose from 
the dead, and ascended into heaven. 

On these great truths, all our hopes, 
as men and Christians, are founded. No 
person who studies the evidences of Chris- 
tianity can doubt its authenticity. And 
no one can pass through life, without 
cherishing its truth after tasting of the 
sorrows and afflictions to which huma* 
nity is subject. 

If you have lost any near relations or 
friends, you should submit with resigna* 
tion to the dispensations of Providence, 
and should pray for divine comfort and 

1 1 Cor. XV. 35 — 42. 



284 OUB AFFECTIONS TO BE 

support. Affliction^ if properly improred, 
has probaUy brought you to serious re- 
flection^ and to earnest prayer. It has 
therefore been beneficial and salutary to 
you. It has a tendency to promote a 
devout and humble temper. And you 
are not without consolation : in the gos- 
pel you hare the animating hope that 
jfowr friends will rise again. So that^ if 
you have shed a tear of sorrow, your grief 
should be mitigated ; " your sorrow will 
be turned into joy." * We have already 
observed, that all our hopes of a better 
world rest on the stupendous fact of 
Christ*s resurrection from the dead. If 
he be risen from the dead, then ice have 
a direct and decisive proof of our oum 
resurrection. We cannot, therefore, be 
sufficiently thankful, that of this great 
and vital truth we have the clearest 
proofs. Hence the apostle assigns the 
first place to this doctrine : ^^ I delivered 
unto you," says he, ^^ first of ally that 
which I also received, how that Christ 

^ John xvi. 20. 
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died for our sins according to the Scrip- 
tures ; and that he was buried, and that 
he rose again the third day. And that 
he was seen of Cephas (the name which 
our Saviour gave to Peter) ; then of the 
twelve. After that, he was seen of above 
five hundred brethren at once ; of whom 
the greater part remain unto this day," — 
witnesses of the fact when the epistle 
was written, — " but some have fallen 
asleep," — that is, some are dead. " After 
that, he was seen of James ; then, of all 
the apostles. And, last of all, he was 
seen of me also." ^ 

Such is the evidence of our Lord's re- 
surrection from the number of witnesses. 
And these are important facts, about 
which they cauld not be mistaken. When 
the apostle came to Antioch and preached 
the gospel there, what was the subject of 
his discourse ? *^ We declare unto you,*' 
says he, '^ glad tidings^ how that the pro- 
mise, which was made unto the fathers, 
God hath fidfilled the same, in that he 

» 1 Cor. XV. 3—8. 
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hath raised up Jesus again'' ^ Yes, my 
brethrai, Chris's resurrection from the 
dead is one of the best authenticated, 
one of the most important, and one of 
the most interesting facts that can be 
mentioned. It affords, then, peculiar 
consolation to us amidst all the trials and 
afflictions of life. We ought to rejoice, 
this day, from the bottom of our hearts, 
that ^' Christ is risen from the dead/* 
We ought to be particularly thankfril, 
that we have the most unequivocal evi- 
dence of its truth. Cherish, therefore, 
this belief in youth and in old age, in 
prosperity and in adversity. 

In the fourth place, our Lord's resur- 
rection should teach us to imitate his 
e^jeample. The doctrine of immortality 
should have a most powerful influence on 
our hearts and conduct. In the discharge 
of the duties of our station, we should 
never forget that we are accountable be- 
ings. We are candidates for future hap- 
piness, and therefore, let us carelEully 

1 Acts xiii. 82, 33. 
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attend to our thoughts, our words, and 
our actions. We are now in a state of 
trial for eternity, — ^a life that will never 
end. Think of this with seriousness; 
and ^^ let the same mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus.*' ^ Let us re^ 
member that " Christ suffered for usj 
leaving us an example that we should 
follow his steps." ^ 

In the last place, labouring, as we are, 
under the weakness and depravity of 
nature, let us fervently implore the assist* 
ance of God's Holy Spirit to save us from 
the dominion of sin, and to enable us to 
lead Christian lives. 

It is an awful consideration, which the 
Scriptures suggest, that some are ^^ dead 
in trespasses and sins,"^ are insensible 
of the depravity into which they are 
sunk, and of the danger to which they 
are exposed : they have no principle of 
spiritual life in their hearts. It is obvi- 
ous, then, that from this awful and alarm- 
ing state the sinner must be raised, or 

1 Plul. ii. 5. a 1 Peter ii. 21. » Eph. ii. 1. 
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he is lost for ever,— without anyliopes of 
pardon and happiness. Of the efficacj 
of divine influence the apostle, speaks in 
these striking and magnificent terms : '' if 
the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus 
Christ from the dead dwell in you, he 
that rmsed up Christ from the dead will 
also quicken your mortal bodies by Ms 
Spirit thait dwelleth in you." ^ From this 
he draws this practical and importaiit 
inference: therefore, brethren, wie'are 
debtors, not to the flesh, ^^ to Kve after 
the flesh," — to follow our corrupt indi^ 
nations. ^^ For if ye live alitor" the Justs 
of ^' the flesh," and gratify your stabd 
propensities, '^ ye shall die,'* — ^ye shaQ 
die eternally : '^ but if ye, throi^" the 
influence of ^^ the Spirit," do mortify the 
deeds of the body, '^ ye shaU.lwey*^ ye 
shall obtain spiritual life and peace and 
salvation. 

Let me beseech you, thercifore, as yoa 
love your own souls, to use thegreatxHit 
diligence to *^ make your calling and elec- 

) Rom. viii. 2. a Rom. viii. 12, 13. 
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tion sure/' ^ and to ^' work out your sal- 
vation''^ with care and diligence. And 
if you strive y^th earnestness and perse- 
verance to do so^ you will^ at last, be re- 
ceived into those everlasting mansions 
" of which the Builder and Maker is 
God."^ Glorious hope! Cherish it in 
health, in sickness, and in sorrow. 

Now this hope should excite in your 
hearts an anxious desire to secure your 
salvation, and to obtain a happy immor- 
tality. Let it e£Fectually guard you, then, 
against sin. Let it prompt you to daily 
and fervent devotion, and to " keep a 
conscience void of o£Fence both towards 
God, and towards man.*' ^ Let it induce 
you to look forwards to your great change 
by death, and so to live that you may 
wait for it with calmness, with firmness, 
and with humility. And bear in mind 
this gracious assurance, that " God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 

1 2 Pet. i. 10. 3 Phil. ii. 12. 9 Heb. xi. 10. 

^ Acts xxiy. 16. 
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in him should not perish, but have ever-- 
taxiing lifer » 

What a' wonderful proof is here ^en 
of God's immense goodness to fallen man! 
O what love^ and gratitude, and obedi- 
ence are due to him ! ^^ Blessed be the 
Gk>d and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, according to his abundant mercy, 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance incorrup- 
tible and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away."* 

To the Father, therefore, who created 
us, to the Son who redeemed us, and the 
Holy Ghost who sanctifieth us, be all 
honour and glory, thanksgiving and 
praise, now and for ever. 

» John iii. 16. » 1 Peter i. 3, 4. 
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SERMON XIV. 



THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL 
ABROAD^ AND THE DIFFUSION OF 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE AT HOME. 

[a CHARITY SERMON.] 



Malachi L II. 



<' From the rising of the sun, eren unto the going 
down of the same, my name shall he g^reat among the 
Gentiles ; and, in every place, incense shall he offered 
UBto my name, and a pure offering ; for my name shall 
he great among the heathen, saith the Lord of Hosts.** 

Op the nature, the extent, and duration 
of the Messiah's kingdom, — the kingdom 
of Christ, — we have many striking pre- 
dictions. On this important subject, the 
prophets point out to us^ in colours at 
once clear and glowing, the most sublime 
prospect. 

o 2 
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For several years after the Ascension 
of our Saviour^ his religion was advanc- 
ing with a rapidity that was astonishing. 
Its progress^ however, was afterwards re- 
tarded. But, within the three last cen- 
turies, it has been gaining ground; and 
men begin to feel the importance of its 
momentous and saving truths. 

Let us, first, consider the causes of the 
success of the gospel. Next, the reasons 
which afterwards checked its progress. 
Thirdly, the present state of the Chris- 
tian world. And, lastly, the great im- 
portance of a moral and rehgious educa- 
tion in promoting the extension of Christ's 
kingdom among men. 

In the first place, let us consider the 
causes of the success of the gospel. In 
the times of the apostles, the truth of 
Christianity was evinced by extraordinary 
evidences. Many stupendous miracles 
were performed : the blind were restored 
to sight ; the sick were healed i the dead 
were raised ; the knowledge of different 
languages was instantaneously imparted; 
and, by various spiritual gifts, the Chris*' 
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tian religion made a rapid progress 
'^ among the Gentiles." ^ 

Now the principal cause of the success 
of the gospel at that period was its pecu- 
liar excellence^ and the astonishing and 
luminous evidences of its divine origin. 
The apostle Paul, whose mind was deeply 
impressed with its importance, observes, 
that when the extraordinary communica- 
tions of prophecy, of languages, and of 
religious knowledge, shall cease, Ohris- 
tiamty woul4^till retaih ifeT peculiar ^>yc- 
cellence^^ts ^^, faith, its hope, and its 
charity;* « 

When the primitive Christians argued 
with the heathens . on the vanity of poly- 
theism and idolatry, they prevailed 
through the goodness of their cause. 
The doctrines of the gospel produced 
immediate conviction ; the truths of the 
New Testament became highly interest- 
ing to them ; while its sound moraUty 
impressed on the mind a proper sense of 
moral obligation. 

* Matth. xi. 4—6. « 1 Cor. xiii. 4—13. 
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Among Other important * doctrines^ 
Christianily teaches us that there is one 
Supreme Being, the Creator and Gorer- 
nor of the universe/ in whom we may 
confide, and of whom we may implore 
Hie relief of our wants, and the pardon 
of our sins. It teaches us, that there is 
a gracious Providence regulating the -af-^ 
fimrs of the world ; ^ and that, if we f <^^ 
rently jHray for the assistance of God^s 
Holy Spirit, he will enlighten our under* 
standings, wiH comfort us in sickness and 
in sorrow, and co-operate with our sin- 
cere endeavours to please him. C!hris- 
tianity shows, what we feel to be too true, 
that we are sinful and imperfect beings ; 
that, by the disobedience of our first 
parents, our nature became sinful and 
corrupt.^ It also shows, that God did 
not abandon the human race to all the 
miseries of the fall, but devised a stupen-^ 
dous plan of redemption, and sent his 
Son to instruct, to enlighten, to save,* 

» ft. civ. 24—30. * Matth. vi. 25—34. 

s Rom. T. 12 ; ill. 10, 23. 
« John iii. 16. Rev. xv. 3, 4. 
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and to bless mankind. Acoordlnj^y it 
teaches us that Jesus Christ is the etmial 
Son of God^ and that he is the Saviour 
of the worlds the Restorer of our lost 
hopes and happiness ; that he has expi- 
ated human guilt by his death, ^ has pro- 
claimed forgiveness to the penitent who 
believes in him, and has revealed this 
important truth, that ^^ the hour is com- 
ing, in which all that are in the graves 
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth, -' 
with this awful distinction : '^ they that 
have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation/' ^ 

Besides these doctrines, which are pe- 
cuUarly interesting and important, Chris- 
tianity inculcaties the purest principles — > 
love ia God, and benemience.to man.^ It 
makes known to lis an' infinitely great, 
and good, and holy God, whom it is our 
duty, as it is our privil^e to worship ; 
and it naturally requires, that we should 

i 1 John iv. 10. « John v* 28, 29. 

« Luke X. 25— 27. 
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gratefully appra(4al^^^4iike8timableloYe 
in the redensptionrofitke world by Jesus 
Christ. 

Here^ then, let me remind you^ my 
brethren^ <^ the most precious gift which 
the kindness of one man can bestow on 
another^ — ^the knowledge of redeeming 
love. 

With reqpect to the duty which we 
owe to our fellow-creatures^ let it be re* 
memberedj that Christianity also tends 
to promote order^ and peace^ and social 
happiness. It softens and improves the 
temper and manners of mankind. It cools 
their animosities^ and unites them in her 
nevolence and love. It expands the 
human mind ; and is thus hi^y favour* 
able to civilization^ and to improvement in 
arts^ science^ and Christian knowledge. 

It may be said^ perhaps^ that all men 
cannot compr^end these doctrines and 
duties of the gospel; that the Indian, 
for instance^ cannot understand them. 
But^ my brethren^ the human mind^ in 
every country^ is capable of culture^ and 
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of religious improvement: Maoy of the 
Indians are acquainted wdh some of the 
sublime doctrines of Christianity : they 
acknowledge one Supreme Being, as the 
great object of religious worship and 
adoration. Now men, capable of form- 
ing su^ just ideas of God, might, with 
proper instruction, be led to understand 
the important doctrines and moral duties 
of the gospel. The poor in Judea, to 
whom Christ and his apostles preached 
the gospel, have not been considered 
superior to the people of other nations 
in the powers and qualities of their minds. 
Every intelligent inquirer, then, will ad- 
mit tifiat the Christian tenets are admir- 
ably adapted to the comprehension of 
mankind in all that is necessary to salva- 
tion. And it certainly does not require 
any proficiency in the arts and sciences 
to understand, that God is good, and 
ought therefore to be loved ; to acknow- 
ledge Jesus Christ to be the Saviour or 
the world ; to own that we ought to love 
one another ; that we ought to attend to 
the arduous duties of self-government; 

o 3 
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to be humble and patient ; and to have 
pure thoughts and kind affections. 

From what we hare stated^ it appears 
that the great excellence of the Christian 
religion was the principal cause of its 
success. At length, however, it met with 
a great and lasting check. 

Let us, in the next place, consider some 
of the causes, which have retarded its 
progress. 

Now, it may here be observed, that 
many of the heathens, perceiving that 
Christianity was the way to opulence 
and rank, and finding that they were 
exposed to penalties by adhering to Pa* 
ganism, abandoned their superstitious 
rites, and became converts to the Chris- 
tian faith. Their conversion, however, 
was often nominal, and did not proceed 
from conviction. 

During the fourth and fifth centuries, 
many superstitious rites and ceremonies 
were introduced into the Christian 
church : human systems were intermixed 
with the pure and heavenly doctrines of 
the gospel. By this means, the beauty 
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of religion, as a rule of life, was tarnished. 
MaifCs redemption from sin and eternal 
miserly and his improvement in piety 
and virtue, for which our hlessed Lord 
submitted to the greatest sufferings, and 
actually died on the cross,* were neglect- 
ed ; and opinions, subversive of religion 
and virtue, were adopted. From all this 
it followed, that the Christian principles, 
thus altered and debased, were contrary 
to the dictates of reason, and repugnant 
to the spirit of true religion. Of course, 
such opinions were propagated with little 
success. 

It may be desirable here to remove a 
prejudice, by which some speculative 
men have been misled. It has been 
alleged, that superstition is necessary in 
human life; that pure religion cannot 
sufficiently engage the attention of man- 
kind ; that, to promote Christianity, re- 
course must be had to pompous ceremo- 
nies, or to enthusiasm, or to both ; and 
that deception must be used to promote 

» Tit. ii. 14. 
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the happiness of the weak, the unthmk^ 
ing, and the ignorant. 

If these maxims were well founded^ 
they would present a most humiliating 
view of human nature. It is to be ob- 
served, however, that the Christian reli- 
gion was established on principles di- 
rectly opposite to these. Its doctrines, 
in the simplicity of truth, were revealed 
to a few illiterate men of unprejudiced 
minds ; and they were explained to them 
by degrees, as they were able to under- 
stand them. But on no occasion were 
they corrupted by superstition, or sup- 
ported by deception. 

Let us attend here to some interesting 
facts recorded in ecclesiastical history. 
During the middle ages, an extreme de- 
gree of ignorance and depravity of man- 
ners prevailed. Yet men were ready to 
listen to arguments founded on reason, 
or derived fipom Scripture. In the rude 
and illiterate times to which I aUude, 
Providence raised up some, who, having 
acquired more accurate knowledge about 
the great truths of the gospel, declaimed 
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yehemently against the errors of the Ro- 
oiish church. With great boldness they 
exposed the corruptions of Popery, and 
strenuously endeavoured to persuade 
mankind to fOTsake them. But all their 
exertions proved ineffectual. Such feeble 
lights could not dispel the darkness of 
that cloud, which hung over the minds 
of their fellow-creatures. 

At length the Reformation in religion, 
which began in Germany and Switzer- 
land, produced a wonderful and benefi- 
cial change in the sentiments and man- 
ners of mankind. In a short time, the 
light of that pure and sublime religion, 
which, through the goodness of Provi- 
dence, has been so fully conveyed to us 
in this free and Protestant country, spread 
its benign influence with astonishing ra- 
pidity. The Reformation from Popery 
was an event peculiarly calculated to dif- 
fuse Christian knowledge, — to improve 
the minds, and humanize the manners of 
men. Accordingly the Reformers were 
justly revered as the Mends of the human 
race. Their success was great ; and, if 
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the cause had heen left to free discussion, 
all Christendom would have reformed its 
creed, and its reUgious worship. 

This leads me to consider, in the third 
place, what peculiarly deserves your at- 
tention, — the present aspect of the Chris- 
tian world. Now, though a serious mind, 
in reflecting on the state of religion at 
the present day, will perceive men com- 
mitting crimes which are a disgrace to 
human nature, and which show the oor- 
ruption of the human heart ; yet when 
we take into consideration the leading 
features of the times, we shall see various 
causes, which seem designed hy Provi- 
dence to accelerate the ultimate success 
of the gospel. 

First : The revival of learning, and the 
invention of the art of printing. literar- 
ture revived after the darkness of the 
middle ages; and it acquired stability 
from the Reformation, through the free 
discussion which that great event che- 
rished in the human mind. It has con- 
tributed, in some measure, to improve 
the morals and habits of mankind, and 
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to subvert some of the principal tenets 
of popery. Learning gives us* a supe- 
riority of character^ and of intellect^ which 
the heathen must feel and respect. It 
is the means by which Christianity is 
better understood^ and by which the 
beauty of Scripture is displayed to the 
world in its true and bright colours. 

Another cause likely to accelerate the 
progress of the gospel arises from the 
spirit of toleration, which is gaining 
ground among Christians of all denomi- 
nations. It is pleasing to think that the 
temper, the manners, and passions of 
men are much softened. The spirit of 
persecution is weakened; and there is 
reason to hope, that the time is not far 
distant, when an intolerant spirit will be 
totally abated of its violence,— when, to 
use the language of prophecy, ** men wiU 
not hurt nor destroy in the holy mown" 
tain of Gody' that is, in the Christian 
church, for '^ the earth shall be fiill of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea.'* * 

Msa. xL 9 
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A ditrd oaiOBe Bkely U> pwmatB the 
propagation of the goapd, ^wU in the 
facilitieB affbrded through the estension 
of commerce* Commerce in modem 
timeB^ and particularly in this country^ 
has arisen to a mei^tude^ whkh is with- 
out .precedent in the history of human 
affairs. Actuated hy a bcdd and conift 
merdal enterprise^ we traverse eyery seas 
we visit every island; and we ex|^lore 
every continent. No nation or tribe is 
so remote^ or so obscure^ as not to be, in 
some measure, within the sphere of 
European intercourse. 

It may be asked, then, Why does not 
CSiristianity make greater progress ? Why 
are not its sacred truths, in this vale of 
sin and soirow, more deeply implanted 
in the heart? Attempts, though ire* 
quently made, have generally failed both 
among barbarous and civilized nations^ 
The Roman Catholics have been particU'* 
larly zealous in making converts: and 
yet the heathens have not imbibed their 
tenets ; and the reason is, God has en- 
dued them with understanding. Will 
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the Hindoo listen to the European, who 
hids him renoiiQce the adoration of the 
Greest Spirit^ the Maker and Preserver of 
all things, to repeat certain words in an 
unknown language before an image? 
Will the Qiinese submit to the instruc- 
tions of a Roman Catholic priest, and 
become a convert to aU the superstitious 
rites and ceremonies of Popery? The 
idea Is absurd. 

But even the exertions of Protestants 
have not been so successful as might 
have been expected. Though Protestants 
reject those tenets on which the Catho- 
lics lay the greatest stress ; yet they have 
gained few proselj^es. For this, various 
reasons may be assigned. 

But the principal reason is probably 
this : they inculcate the peculiar tenets 
of their own sect, as the essence of Chris^ 
tianity, and the only way to obtain salva- 
tion, instead of the pure, the fundamen- 
tal, and heavenly doctrines of the gospel, 
— ^^ the truth as it is in Jesus." * 

i Eph.iv. 21. 
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This leads me to remaik,tfaat for the fur-* 
ther diffufflon of Christiaiiity, it must be 
preserved in its genuine purity. Now it 
must be owned, that the chief obstacle to 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts arises from the vices and prejudices 
of Christians. 

It is obvious, then, that a reformation 
in theu* minds, their morals, and their 
manners must first be effected. Vice and 
superstition must decline. But to pro- 
mote an improvement in the hearts and 
lives of Christians corresponding with 
the improvements they have made in 
science and literature, may appear to be 
an object of peculiar difficulty. But 
though difficult, yet, through God's bless- 
ing, it is not impracticable. We know 
that, in the apostolic age. Christians acted 
according to the principles of their reli-* 
gion.^ The work is therefore possible. 
The gospel is as capable as ever to dis- 
play its influence, and to renovate our 
minds by the aid of the Spirit;^ and we 

> Acts iL 41—47. a Luke xL 13. Eph. iv. 23, 24. 
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are assured that Christian principles will 
ultimately prevail. For this purpose^ 
various med>ns are to be uded^ some of 
which I shall briefly mention. 

In the first place, teachers of youth 
must take great pains to inculcate moral 
and religious principles. In the next 
place, parents and heads of families must 
attend to their respective duties, and set 
good examples. Magistrates must be 
useful in suppressing vice, and promoting 
peace and virtue in the world. The 
clergy also, like the aposdes, must pro- 
claim ^^ the glad tidings'* of salvation on 
the terms of the Christian covenant. 
Our Saviour says, that " to the poor the 
gospel is to be preached." ^ They must 
be taught ^^ the mysteries of the kingdom 
of God,** ^ as they have been revealed in 
the dispensation of the gospel, which 
announces that spiritual peace and those 
eternal blessings procured for us through 
the. merits of our Redeemer. 

You see, then, that the general refor- 

1 Matt. xi. 5. 3 £pii. yi. 19, 20. 
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matiou <^ Chmtiiaiis is die great means 
by whicb^ under God, the saccess of the 
gospel is to be promoted^ Erery uader^ 
taking which tends to this important end 
deserves encouragement. To inculcate 
religious truths, to encourage men to go 
to church, to train up the youth of both 
sexes to Christian knowledge and sound 
principles, to promote a glowing spirit of 
devotion, and to distribute the Holy 
Scriptures, the only standard of divine 
truth ; — ^these are not only useful works, 
but they may produce benefidal effects 
in future ages, and in foreign countries^ 
of which at present we can form no con^ 
ception. 

My brethren, it was long ago predicted, 
that there would be a sad defection froai 
the Christian faith.^ Let not, then, the 
partial success only of the gospel de^nress 
your minds. It was intended by Provi- 
dence to be a work of ages in it& pro- 
gress, and, Uke the other works of God, 
to proceed gradually to maturity. Hie 



• 2 Thesfl. ii. 1—11. 
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loftiest trees in the forest hare sprung 
from small seedlings^ and have borne the 
blast of the elements through many se- 
vere winters^ before they came to matu- 
rity : so the tree which God has planted^ 
—Me Christian church, — must encounter 
the tempest during its growth^ and must 
suffer many chilling blasts^ which may 
retard its progress. But it will at length 
spread in every direction^ and will attain 
its highest perfection in ages of light and 
improvement. The prophets have given 
the clearest intimations of a plan of im- 
mense extent^ and only part of it is as yet 
accomplished: — Christian churches are 
to be further reformed, and united in 
charity and affection — the gospel is to 
attain its primitive purity— the Jews are 
to be converted to the Christian faith — 
every false religion is to give way — ^infi- 
delity is to disappear — wars are to cease 
— ^and slavery is to be abolished. The 
wonderful effects of the great plan of 
redemption through the death of Christy 
the only Mediator between God and man^ 
are then to be more fully displayed. And 
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thus^ amidst the many sorrows and afflic- 
tions which imbitter human life, we have 
reason to rejoice that the kingdom of the 
Messiah is advancing ; that the blessings 
of the gospel will be diffused most widely; 
that " from the rising of the sun even 
unto the going down of the same/' ** his 
name shall be great among the gentiles ;'* 
that " in every place incense shall be 
offered unto his name, and a pure offer- 
ing ;'* and that the whole earth will be 
civilized and christianized. 

To promote this great end, let us, in 
the last place, consider the vast ^import-- 
ance of a religious education. 

The object of education, let it be re- 
membered, is the formation of the mind, 
the regulation of the heart, and the esta- 
blishment of sound Christian principles. 
Religious education is peculiarly impor- 
tant : it teaches us our duty to God and 
man.* It shows us what we are to be- 
lieve, and what we are to do to be saved 
through Christ.* It points out how we 

» Mark xfi. 28— 94. « Mark i. 14, 15. 
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may obtain pardon, and grace, and eter- 
nal Hfe. It affords us light and consola* 
tiori amidst every trial and affliction, and 
^ves us the prospect of a happy immor- 
tality. 

To a benevolent mind it is delightful 
to think of the many schools that are 
established in this country for the educa- 
tion of the poor in the principles of the 
Established Church. iVom such an ex- 
cellent system of education, the happiest 
effects will result. For, among well-in- 
formed and liberal minds, it will be ad- 
mitted, that religious education is pecu- 
liarly calculated to soften the manners, 
and to improve the character, the moral 
condition, and the hearts of the lower 
classes. This is an argument, which, I 
trust, in this enlightened age, and in this 
place, it will be unnecessary for me to 
discuss at any length. It may be re- 
marTicd, however, that education makes 
tbe great distinction between civilized 
and savage man. The illiterate man has 
no resources but in his bodily strength : 
when this fails him, he sinks under ab ect 
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misery and degradation, and frequently 
becomes the victim of depravity. The 
man, on the contrary, who has received 
a moral and reli^ous education, is better 
enabled, by the exertions of his faculties, 
to procure the means of subsistence, and 
is seldom addicted to gross crimes. 
Where ignorance prevails, there you may 
expect to see, and there, in fact, you do 
see, turbulence, drunkenness, sensuality, 
dishonesty, and impiety. Now these 
vices, so destructive to the peae^ and 
happiness of society, can only be coun- 
teracted by the diffusion of that religious 
principle^ that Christian Arwow/edg-c, which 
tends to promote order, and temperance^ 
and chastity,- honesty, benevolence, and 
the fear of God. 

Here you behold 9. number of promii^ 
ing children, the offspring of your peace- 
able and industrious neighbours^ whose 
claims on a benevolent and reflectiiig 
mind are irresistibly strong. I might 
appeal to your feelings, and impress on 
your hearts the miserable conditicm of 
these poor children, were they left in 
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total igaoranee^ and ta^aiaed up in all the 
ferocity of uncultiy^ted nature* Instead 
of g^Qod and usefid memb^s of society, 
it is to be feared that many of them would 
gradually bepome dishonest ai\d profli- 
gate^ and^ after spending a few years in 
sin and misery^ would at last be carried 
off by deaths without any hope of future 
happiness. You ought^ therefore, to avail 
yourselves of this and every opportunity 
of raercising those benevolent affections, 
which God has wisely implanted in your 
hearts^ — affections which, as Christians, 
you are required to cultivate, and which, 
as already stated, are beautifully described 
by St. Paul under, the name of '^ charity y' 
or love, that tender sympathy, that true 
benevolence, which is the distinguishing 
characteristic of the gospel. 

.You, my brethren, have been educated 
in the purest principles of Christianity, 
and are members of a Protestant and 
Apostolical Church. These blessings you 
caaaot appreciate too highly. Remem- 
ber that it is no fault of these children, 
that they are poor and unlettered ; but 

p 
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it certainly will be yours, if you do not 
assist in giving them such an education 
aSy through Divine Grace, will make them 
useful members of society, and prepare 
them for a higher and better state of 
existence beyond the grave. 

To you who are parents, an appeal to 
your feelings in the cause of such a cha* 
rity will not be in vain. In reading the 
gospel history, which describes many 
striking and tender incidents with inimit- 
able beauty, you will find that '^ they 
brought children to Christ that he might 
touch them." But, so far was he from 
finding fault with them, he encourages 
them, and says to them : *^ SuflFer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not ; for of such is the kingdom of 
God. And he took them in his arms and 
blessed them." ^ How he blessed them, 
we are not told. Probably he prayed 
that they might be preserved fi-om *^ the 
evils that are in the world," and that 
they might be taught the saving truths 
of the gospel. 

» Mark x. 13—16. 
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Now parents have an important duty 
3 perform : and to some parts of it they 
ay great attention. They teach their 
hildren to say their prayers. But do 
liey always set them a good example ? 
LTe prayers read in their families ? Do 
hey regularly attend church every Sun- 
lay, and take their children with them ? 
f they do not, of what use is it to a child 

be told by his parent, that he must be 
ery sober, when he sees him often very 
Irunk ? What advantage will he derive, 
f his parent say to him, you must re- 
train your evil passions, when he sees 
hat he keeps his own passions under no 
•estraint ? My brethren, to make your 
children pious and good, you must be 
)ious and good yourselves ; and you must 
3e consistent characters. 

Though I have detained you thus long, 
fret, as the subject is very interesting and 
important, you will allow me to address 

1 few words to these promising children. 
My young friends : Hitherto you have 

lived under the roof and protection of 
your parents ; but you will soon arrive 

p2 
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at tlie most aangeroiis, a&ad tne 'most 
cntical penod of your lives. In your 
progress through Mfe, ybii wiU We piany 
enemies to encounter, many temptations 
to overcome, and many duties to perform. 
It is therefore necessary for you^.ifo* ■ 're- 
member your Creator iu the da^^' V^oii- 
youth/* ^— a season when more than an\r 
other time your hearts may lie expected 
to be susceptible of good and rehgjous 
impressions. Remember, then, tlie great 
duties which you owe to God/ to your 
fellow-creatures, and to yourselves, pvery 
morning and evening, your hearts; sWoiitd 
be impressed with a feeling of awe. of 
gratitude, and devotion to the great and 
good Being to whom your prayers are 
addressed. It cannot be too .9fteu^ihciil- 
cated, that God is ever present witn'ycm; 
that he is acquainted with yoiiif sfeci^et 
thoughts, as well as with your tiuf^a^d 
actions ; and that you are acc6uiiii(ble 
to him for your conduct. t > o gc 

In all your intercourse witH^^ 




^ Eccles. zH. 1. 
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w-creatui;es, you should be guided by 
is admirable and comprehensive pre- 
jpt of your religion, which cannot be 
»o deeply impressed upon your memory, 
id upon your hearts — "as ye would 
lat men should do to you, do ye also to 
lem^ likewise."* You should also be 
ratefiil to your benefactors ; and it will 
e incumbent upon you to be respectful 
3 yotir superiors in knowledge, in rank, 
nd in age. You are bound by the 
trongjest ties to "honour" your parents, 
lid. to obey their lawful commands.^ Let 
ae also admonish you to detest falsehood, 
o speak the truth, and to love virtue. 

Earnestly do I advise you, when you 
ire grown up, to cherish the good habit 
n which you are now brought up of 
spending the Lord's-day in a pious man- 
ner, and of regularly attending the public 
worship of Almighty God in your parish 
church. The profanation of the Sunday 
is often the beginning of a wicked life, 
aijid. sometimes leads to an untimely end. 

I tuke vi. 31. - 2 Epb. vi. .1—3. 
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It is a difficnlt, but an essential part 
of your dutjr to restrain your passions, 
and to guard against vice and wicked 
companions^ and to ^^ keep yourselves 
unspotted firom the world." ^ But I must 
further exhort you to cherish baievolent 
sentiments, and to show humanity even 
to the brute creation. And never forget, 
that youth is the season best adapted for 
acquiring a pious disposition, and virtu- 
ous habits ; and that the use whi(^ you 
make of your time and of your talents^ 
wiUJU^ your doom through all eternity. 

And now, my brethren, I trust that 
there is not an individual here, who can 
reflect for a moment on the many valu- 
able blessings which we enjoy through 
Christ our Saviour, and on the animatii^ 
hopes which the gospel inspires, and who 
will not give a proof of his love to God, 
and of his benevolence to man, by con- 
tributing to the charity for which it is 
this morning my duty to plead. " Freely 
ye have received, /r^^fyy we."* 

* James i. 27. » Maith. x. 8. 
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I intreat you, th^n, to use your utmost 
cherts to relieve the distressed, to encou- 
rage the deserving, and to disseminate 
the knowledge of the gospel among the 
rising generation. You may be assured, 
that whatever ypu bestow on these indi- 
gent children from a grateful heart to 
your heavenly Benefactor, will recom- 
mend you to his flavour and protection 
here, and will be produced to your end- 
less comfort hereafter, when riches and 
worldly distinctions will be of no avail. 

God grant, then, that — in that last and 
awful day, when we shall be summoned 
before the judgment-seat of Christ to 
receive our impartial and irreversible 
doom, — you. may all receive that mercy, 
which you now show to your fellow- 
iureatures. 
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John i. 17. 

'^ Tbe Law ms given by Mose3» but gTajK.a^(i 
truth came by Jesos Christ," ^ 

To illttstrate these woi^, it will be hi^bei^ 
saryto compare Hie Law of Moses 'Vntk 
the Gospel of Christ, and -p&^c^P^iiBAf te 
show you tliat Christianity is a dispen^ 
sation (if graces and of truth. ' ' » ' ' 
In the first place, the word gra\i^' pro- 
perly signifies favour and kindi!i!ess,'d0^^ 
ing fipom the mo^t diisinta^ested ifieroy. 

^ Sfe Dr. Jortm'a six Pissert»tiQn& ttpoQ;<)i&reiit 
Subjects : 1. Dissertation on the Doctrioes of Diyine 
Assistance and Human Liberty. 
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In this sense, the Gospel is emphatically 
called "grace/' as it entirely proceeds 
from the divine mercy to the fallen and 
sinful race of Adam, ' " We are justified 
freely," says the apostle, " hy GoSsgrace^ 
through the redemption that is in 

The Gospel is also a dispensation of 
*' grace," as it promises not only pardon 
to the penitent, but a resurrection to 
eternal happiness. Now it is here to be 
observed, that the Law of Moses was in- 
'tfebded to unfold the great design of Pro-r 
vidence, and of grace. It appointed 
esipi^5)li^ . 9nd sacrifices for some pf- 
^QCQSi;..^d it had a reference to the 
M^^f^i whose " blood cleanseth boja 
viXi^my' ? and who is " the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sins of the wo^ld/'.' 
.,fAi^dt it is- also to be remarked, that 
Gwhby. b,ia. Prophets gradually disclosed 
t1^;graKLd and mysterious scheme of 
man's redemption through Christ, the 
drily Mediator between an offended God 

» Rom. iii. 24. 2 1 John i. 7. « John i. :29. 

P 3 
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and an offending people. Tbiey f^hoft^ 
men to repentance, and declared that '' a 
broken and a contrite heart God ^ould 
not reject nor despise." * But that re- 
pentance, however genuine, that peni- 
tence, however sincere, and however 
awakened to a sense of sin, should open 
a way to eternal life and happiness, ifii 
only taught distinctly in the Gospel of 
Christ. 

Hence the great blessing of the Christ 
tian rdigiott, which shows the efficacy of 
true repentance, and which points out 
the great end of our Lord's ^* coming 
into the world,*' and the merits of hfe 
death and intercession to atone for our 
sins. 

In the second place, the Gospd may 
be called a dispensation of " grace,** with 
respect to the manner in which it was 
revealed. 

The Law of Moses was issued from 
Mount Sinai with such awful pomp, mdtte 
such tremendous majesty, as to strike 

» Pi. K. 17. 
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terror. uitol;l(0 mindy^andto exeite men 
to obedieaee by th^ dread of puniehment.^ 
Bat the Gospel is peculiarly sodld and 
benevolent. And it Ib introduced by 
aaeribing ^^ glory to God for sending peace 
afid manifesting his good- will to men/* ^ 

la the third place, the Gospel is a dis^ 
pensation of ^^ grace/' as it contains the 
most gracious doctrines and excellent 
laws. The Gospel prohibits murder, 
adultery, theft, and other vices, and it 
enjoins justice, veracity, honesty, and 
humanity. 

It produced an astonishing and happy 
d^nge in the minds and in the conduct 
ol those who first received it. And it 
continues still to make Chiistians, if not 
so- good as they ought to be, yet far better 
than they would have been without its 
gcaeious influence on their hearts and 
lives. In addition to his divine instruc- 
tbns, our Saviour added also his own 
most perfect example, which the Evange-> 
Ikt teUs us was ^' full of grace and truth," ^ 

» Exod. XX. 18. 2 i^ke u. 14. 8 John i. 14. 
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far.a»-'Wa''a*eBdfle:;T(\ / «• * .^r ;. 

it 'vnH readtitj fae:adndtte(i^i.th8i> our 
doty.toCioA^'as it ii^ described )iBi6cfq[)- 
turre^ is admirably iKiapted to Ibe: mature 
and condition of man. Our duty' to jo^r 
neighbour tends to alleToate tthe; distress, 
to promote the happiness df anaidnbd, 
and to render us useM in our resp^tive 
stations. And the duty of self'-g^Tem- 
ment; Tebich the gospel enjoins, tmi^,^n 
the same manner/ to form the Qkristian 
character, to correct vicious propetisities, 
and to establish habits of seriotis thought 
and fervent prayer. To these doctaritaes 
and duties the Gospel adds Bfiptism and 
the Lord's Supper, — ^two ordinances e^pe^ 
cially calculated to impress uponi nsthe 
purity required of ChrisUans^ amil Jthe 
remembrance of our redemption through 
C^st . All the burdeosome laivs of Moses 
are repealed by the Gospel, whioh 4ias 
introduced a plain, a rational^ and spiri- 
tual worship. Here it mdy be remarked, 
that the Gospel requires great sanctity 
of heart and integrity of conduct. But 
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the Xe^sihad ^gbliaotions of these je$0Cii- 
tial duties: they conaiflfared- sanctity .as 
odni^isting) m- lihfe tperf ornxaoce of . cettain 
DTdihancbSi We should^ htm&^eCj mter 
farget, (ihat the Oospel stiric%^iinculeaites 
purity Dfimind, and teacher ub that ^* God 
is a : B^rit^ and is to be worshipped in 
Sjriritand in truth." * 
- In the fourth place, by the terra 

■ '•S-grace," in some passages of the New 

Tftetament, is meant those supernatural 

vpowers, which the Holy Ghost conferred 

ixii the apofitles and first Christians^ by 

'^nrhich they were enabled to propagate 

the Gospd, and to give a striking evi-^ 

idence ctf its truth. In the days of the 

»<a|K)Btles,. the Holy Spirit was ^ven in a 

wonderfid manner. Without his divine 

« iaid^ the light of divine truth could not 
liave been spread among ignorant and 
idolsltroiiis natioxLS. This aid was much 

: .wanted ; and it was bountifully, bestowed 
'Xi|Bd^ith6;guidanee and with the assist- 

* ance of the Eternal Spirit of truth. . It is 






} John iT. 24.' 
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true, diat in these days, such peculiar 
assistance is not gxvesxj because it is no 
longer required. But still, the ordinary 
influence of the Holy Spirit is offered and 
will be giv^i to us, if we sincerely pray 
for it. The word " groce^'' therefore, de- 
notes also the aid and influence of the 
Spirit on the human nodnd, by which he 
purifies our corrupt nature, strengthens 
our weakness, assists the endeayours of 
good men, sanctifies their hearts, and 
comforts and supports them in sickness 
and in sorrow. 

Let me intreat you then to pray daily 
and fervently for the influence of Divine 
grace, that the Spirit may enlighten your 
understandings, help the infirmities and 
corruption of your nature, and thus 
enable you to ^^ work out your salva- 
tion,'* ^ and to pass through this state of 
trial to a state of never-ending happiness 
and glory. 

Having thus considered the Gospel as 
a dispensation of ^/ graccy' let us^ next, 

\ FhiHp. ii. U. 
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view it 08 a di$«p6nsation of " truths 
Now the Gospel is emphatically called 
^^ truth/' in opposition to the idolatry 
and superstition of Paganism. The igno- 
rance in which the heathens were in- 
volved, and their gross errors, are repre- 
sented in the New Testament by the 
strongest expressions. It is there said, 
that " they were carried away to worship 
dnmb idols ;" * " that they knew not 
God;" that they did not like to retain 
him in their knowledge ;^ and that they 
were " without God in the world." ^ 

You are not to infer from such expres- 
sions as these, that the gentiles wore all 
atheists, were wholly ignorant of the 
existence of God, and totally destitute 
of every religious sentiment. You are 
only to infer, that they did not " glorify 
him as Godr ^ 

They had not lost all sense of that 
great, and good, and holy Being *^ who 
made heaven and earth ;" they generally 
acknowledged one Supreme Being, but 

1 1 Cor. xii. 2. 2 Rom. i. 28. « Eph. u. 12. 

4 Rom. i. 21. 
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they worshipped him under sensible re- 
presentations and images, and deified the 
works of their own hands. They were 
ignorant^ however, of those reUgio\is 
truths^ and of those divine perfections of 
the one God, on the knowledge of which 
our happiness even in this world in a 
great measure depends. For if ygu do 
not believe in a merciful Creator and 
Preserver of the world, whose goodness 
protects and will reward those who dili- 
gently seek him and serve him/ and 
trust in him, you can enjoy no true peace 
of mind. You can hardly be at e^ise in 
the time of prosperity; and you have 
nothing to support your minds amidst 
the various trials and afflictions to which 
you are exposed, — nothing to console 
you at the hour of death. 

Were it true, that there is no God, and 
no Providence, and could we ascertain 
the melancholy fact, it would be a truth^ 
which we should all have reason to 
lament as long as we live. Man would 

» Heb. xi 6. 
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» 

then be without a Protector, and without 
a gmde, and exposed to every kind of 
evil; noi* could he be sure that death 
might not put an end to his existence, 
or might introduce him to a state of 
misery. 

But all that we see without us, and all 
that we feel within us, tells us in the 
silent but forcible language of nature, 
that there is a Maker and Governor of 
the universe, and that the " Lord is nigh 
unto all that call upon him, to all that 
call upon him in truth'' ^ 

It deserves your attention, that the 
Gospel has given us the most important 
knowledge, of God, of morality, and of a 
future state. It has given an amiable 
and sublime description of the divine 
perfections. It teaches us that there is 
a supreme Being in whom we may con- 
fide; to whom we may apply for the 
relief of our wants, and for the pardon 
of our sins. It teaches us that God is 
not d Being who takes no notice of the 

' Ps. cxlv. 18. 
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world, or who is indifferent to the part 
we are acting, and who cares not whether 
we be virtuous or vicious. But it shows 
that his Providence extends over all, and 
that he is such a gracious Being as a 
good man would wish him to be, and in- 
finitely more perfect than it is in the 
power of man to conceive. 

Most distinctly, then, is it revealed to 
us, that the *^ Lord is good to all, and 
that his tender mercies are over all his 
works." ^ Of all truths this is the most 
interesting ; and of this we have many 
clear and convincing proofs. The apostle 
assures us, that '^ God would have aU 
men to be saved, and to come to the 
knowledge of the truths' ^ 

Accordingly the Gospel gives us a most 
wonderful display of his mercy, and of 
the blessings bestowed on the human 
race by our Lord's appearance on earth, 
and the salvation he effected by his suf- 
ferings and death. We are assured, that 
^* he came to seek and to save that which 

> Ps. cxlv. 9. a 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
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was lost." ^ " God so loved the world, 
that be gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believetb in him should not 
perish^ but have everlasting life." ^ 

Again, '^ if any man sin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father Jesus Christ 
the righteous, and he is the propitiation 
for our sins." ^ It ought carefully, how- 
ever, to be observed and to be deeply 
impressed on our minds, that this divine 
Intercessor, this Saviour of the world, 
will not interpose in our behalf, if we 
persevere in leading wicked and immoral 
lives, and therefore the Gospel has taught 
us, that the death of Christ will be no 
atonement for our sins, nor his resurrec- 
tion any benefit to us, unless we strenu- 
ously endeavour to " die unto sin, and to 
live unto God and righteousness." But 
it is delightful to think that, " by the 
coming of our Lord," the greatest hless- 
ings are conferred on the pious, the peni- 
tent, and the well-disposed Christian, — 
pardon and peace with God through our 

1 Luke xix. 10. ^ john iii. 16. » 1 John ii. 1,2. 
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Lord JesUs Christ, and eternal life and 
happiness. These blessipgs are of iQesti- 
mable value, and ought to excite dee^ 
and fervent gratitude in our hearts. , 

In the next place, " truth *' sometimes 
denotes the great doctrines and duties of 
the Gospel, - -'^ the truth as^ it is in JesfAS^ * 
Now the knowledge of many important 
" truths" of the Gospel, such as the fall 
of man, his redemption by Jesus Christ, 
his sanctification by the Holy Spirit ; the 
calling of the Gentiles, the resurrection 
of the body, and an eternal state of re-- 
wards and punishmehts,-^the knowledge 
of these great and momentous truths is 
what St. Paul styles " the mystery, which 
was kept secret since the world begqn, 
but now is made manifest by the 
Gospel." « 

These doctrines of the Gospel have 
produced striking effects on the mind^ 
and manners of many Christians. . . i 

ft 

It is not only in a spirittuil sense ,th^ 
our Redeemer " brought peace upoji 



J Eph. iv. 21. 2 Rom. xvi. 25, 26. 
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xrth." To Christianity we are indebted 
)r the civilization, charity, and good 
3nse which prevail in this country. It 
as had great influence on the laws of 
ations, and has rendered them more 
umane and merciful. By its mild ge-^ 
ius, it has gradually softened the hard- 
hips of slavery J which is so repugnant 
the feelings of our nature, and thereby 
t has made the condition of miUions of 
>ur fellow-creatures far more comfort- 
tble than it otherwise would have been, 
t has mitigated the miseries of war, and 
las inspired feelings of humanity into 
he minds of the conquerors. 

Nor is this all : it has given rise to 
nany public charities. It has founded 
ind endowed many useful seminaries for 
the education of the ignorant. It has 
established many humane asylums for 
the relief -of the poor, and many hospitals 
for the reception of the sick and disabled. 
On these topics, so interesting to every 
benevolent mind, I might expatiate with 
peculiar pleasure, and might mention to 
you many charitable institutions, which 
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hare been formed in thk and in other 
Christian countries, and which were un- 
known before the propagation of the 
Gospel. But, at present, I only wish you 
to bear in mind, that the Gospel tends 
peculiarly to promote charity and bene- 
volence. " By this," said Christ, ^^ shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another.'* And of 
this pleasing and important fact you can 
have no doubt. YHiatever may be the 
vices of the present age, want of charity 
to the poor seems not to be among the 
number. There is hardly a disease to 
which human nature is exposed, but some 
efforts are made either to. cure, or, at 
leasts to mitigate it in this Christian 
country. But you should ever remember, 
that the Gospel requires you to guard 
against malice and hatred, and to culti- 
vate a benevolent, a kind and forgiving 
disposition towards all your fellow-crea- 
tures. It enjoins you '^ to forgive, as 
you hope to be forgiven. But if you for- 
give not men their trespasses, neither wiU 
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your heavenly Father forgive your tres- 
passes*" ^ It has been already remarked^ 
and it is a remark of great importance, 
that the Gospel has revealed to us much 
more than we could have discovered con- 
cerning a future state of rewards and 
punishments. Our reason, it is true, 
suggests many probable arguments for 
the immortality of the soul : and many 
in all ages have believed in it. It is, 
however, equally true, that the Gospel 
has given us a much clearer knowledge 
of a future and eternal state of existence 
beyond the grave. How delightful, there- 
fore, is it to have all the doubts of nature 
removed, and to find that ^^ life and im- 
mortality are brought to light through 
the Gospel."^ How pleasing to think 
that, though we must all die, yet, through 
the pow^r of God, we shall rise to " the 
life immortal r Of this momentous 
truth, we are equally assured, whether we 
be poor or rich, learned or ignorant. 
" The hour is coming, when all that are 

' Matt, vi. 14, 16. • 2 Tim. i. 10- 
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in die grave sliail hear the Toke of the 
Son of God, and shall come forth : they 
that have done good, unto the resufree* 
tion of life ; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation/' ^ 

My Christian brethren ! in this point 
of view, our Lord's resurrection is pecu^- 
liarly important and interesting to us. 
It is the pledge and earnest of our omn 
resurrection It shows that " as he ro£(e^ 
we shall rise also." ^ It shows that '^ a^ 
in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be 
made alive." ^ 

We may further remark, that the doc* 
trine of another and better state of ejdst^ 
ence was not delivered in so clear, axkd 
so satisfactory a manner in the Law and 
in the Prophets, as in the Gospel. The 
Sadducees " denied that there was a fe- 
surrection of the dead,"'* or ^ ftttuq^' 
state. The Pharisees, another . s^t i^ 
the Jews, who admitted this mf^pei^tpiif : 
doctrine,^ founded their belief upon B(A9t 

* John V. 28, 29. » 1 Thess.'iv; l^,'i8. 

' 1 Cor. XV, 22. 4 Luke xx. 27. 

« Acts xxiii. 8. Matt. xxii. Sa--^4i ' * ' 
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ctoar laid iMakeiiing^^ 
txa^ and'upoB sach ai^giunenU as tlmr 
remon suggested. The proauses msde 
in liieLAw <tf Moses were principaUy of 
temporal biessings; and, as these pro-* 
mkes were not always fiilfiUed in this 
world, many pioas persons coold hardly 
reconcile the wajrs <^ I^fOTidence with 
tiie word of God. It was therefore neces- 
saiy that they should be taught by the 
Messiah, the Friend and Saviour of man- 
kind, that as the Jewish dispensation 
would soon terminate, the Gospel would 
commence: that a more sublime and 
spiritual religion was to be revealed;^ 
and that God offered men a recompense 
infinitdy surpassing all that this -turbu- 
lent and fluctuating world can beiE^ow. 
Vot ^ eye hath not seen, ear hath not 
heanl, nor can the human mind conceive 
t^ haiKppiness which is reserved in a 
ftrtujhe state for those who love and serve 
Qodi" > 
KfoiQ all this it appears, that though 

1 Matt xxiL 23^-^4. ^ 1 Cor* iL 9. 
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in the grave shall hear the voice of toi 
Son of God, and shall come forth : 
that have done good, unto the resun 
tion of Ufe ; and they that have done e 
unto the resurrection of damnation-" 

My Christian brethren! in this poU 
of view, our Lord's resurrection is pe 
liarly important and interesting to 
It ia the pledge and earnest of our ou 
resurrection It shows that " as he ro^ 
«'e shall rise also." ^ It shows that *' 
i» Adam all die, so in Christ shall all 
made alive." ^ 

We may furthrr rcmnrk, that thft 
trine of anotli- ■ ■ 
ence was nor . 
so sati.-^f^i'-i-oi-, 

in th( . -t-' 

Saddui- 
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^^ the l4iw.iiwi!giireiiib]f^Mete3» jset^/^^^ 

^^ by ;Ji0)9it# iGifcr^/viwlioacalls bimself 
with grf^ait '0^lflbnitJr>^^^ the r^nureeti^ 
©nd tlw life/ H * ^ i\u' 

Ycni SM^ thfiD^ the nature and design 
of the Law of M^ses^ Which gradually 
led to that happy period^ styled in Scrip* 
ture " the fulness of time,^' ^ and, wliich 
prepared the minds of nieh for. the saving 
truths. of the OospeL And you see with 
whftt propriety, and with what energy 
the Gospel is called a dispensation of 
^^^r4Ke and of truths''' and what thanks 
are due to God fc»r the inestimable bless* 
ings it conveys. 

In this Christian country, where the 
beams of divine truth are widely diffused^ 
if any continue ignorant of their duty to 
God and man, the fault must be their 
own* If any spend their time at home^ 
when they ought to be engaged in their 
religious duties at church, they will have 
to answer for it at the great day of judg- 
ment. 

1 John xi. 25. 2 Qalatians iv. 4, 
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^ If you reflect with denoudness on the 
holkras of God*s laws, and on^ the <^tdl 
nature and enormity of sin^; if y&u fa- 
mine your principles and lyour pi^oti^^e, 
and view them with referenod toi^yottr 
eternal interests; if youhaar^ iormed 
pktoper ideas of the vast impodxattee bf 
stjfhation, and of the divine mangfiBsi^iki& 
displayed in the New Testi^oseiij^ ymtmM 
Jieitoruly thankful for the mettiK (rf g»w^ 
fot' the rest and sanctity of the Loi^'s^ 
dity, and for the momentous and asniimat^ 
ing tenths of the Gospel. 
' '\ But I must not omit to mention, in 
the last place, that the Gospel is a dis* 
pensation of ^' truth,'' as it is the accosn-^ 
plishm^it of future blessings under the 
lawr/' ASl ChriHians a^Aadt that our 
Lord^ whose birth we this day edebrate, 
is " the Prince of Peace,'' ^ tibe Teacher 
of r^hteousness and truth, the Preaehefr 
of ^^ the glad tidings" of salvation, the 
Founder of a spiritual kingdom in a far 
more exalted sense than the Jews had 

' Isa. ix. 6, 

Q 2 
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expected — a kingdom of righteousneds 
and peaoe^ and spiritual joy.^ IxT^Als 
Law of Moses there was ^^ a shad<M'''df 
good things to come ;'' * but m the*^©M- 
pd, that spiritual peace^ and llidse^i^fnfed 
blessii^ which we derive liiroug^if iMIr 
Sariour^ are brought to Hghit. 'Cbrii^ 
tianity^ then^ is a system of ^lateth^^^ in 
opposition to the Jewish ec&tbtxtyV ^% 
the substance of those thihgs^ ]»<ifigai^d 
in the Law; they were m^lrei^liiild^ 
compared with the great aind iBtpottS^ 
truths of the Gospel. We shbuld ^tilcei^ep* 
fore be particularly thibikfol tor 66di^!ft>l* 
^' sending his only Son into the wtxrld^^^fS^ 
the merciful purpose of our redethptitM. 
Let me excite in your h^&Ms^Hf ^sh^er 
warmth of gratitude and loVe fobPi^ie^ 
unspeakable goodness. - ^i^' ^^"^'^^ 
Andy my brethr^i^ the mflttblt^d.^!^]^ 
ings of gratitude are also dudf td^^^c^ffM* 
deemery " who," although 'he^^Was«*ptti. 
taker of the divine natiil^, ^^ m(3^ hi/i^ 
self of no reputation, took tipi)i^'^lum* the 

^ Rom. xiv. 17. 2 Heb. X. 1. 
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fc^rprG^ IV' servant, and became obedient 
iH^tq * deatibix even the death of the 

. To Thect blessed Saviour, we owe the 
pardon of our sins, and the hope of eter- 
fml life* Let us be thankful, then, that 
Wfi ore enli^tened by him, who is styled 
^* the brightness of his Father's glory, 
^n4 the express image of his person," »- 
^Mn whom dwell all the fulness of the 
jQo^ead bodily."^ Feeling the weak- 
^Ei9@9 an^ ^jQrruption of our nature^ we 
augt^t to receive with the utmost, grati- 
laldfe.this evangelical ''truth," that" Chriat 
tJi^us came into the world to save sin^ 

. , Let us. look up to him, then, as the 
Vernal /^ Word^ who in the beginning 
was with God, and was God," ^ and who 
Cf ibde^pended to take our nature upon 
h^^ that he might be the propitiation 
kffi our 9ins by shedding his blood upon 
tb^^'CFOSS*^ And let it be remembered^ 
thftt/the great doctrines of our Lord's 

» Phil. ii. 6, 8, 2 Heb, i. 3. » Col. ii. 9. 
• 1 Tiffl. i 15. « John i. 1— 8* « Eph. i. 7. 
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Divinity y — his incarnation^ and his atone- 
ment^ — ^the Personality and influence of 
the Holy Spirit, — ^and the resurrection, — 
these are fundamental articles of the 
Christian religion^ and are subjects of the 
highest importance to us. With feelings 
of humility, then, from a conviction of 
our own sinful nature, with a lively faith 
in the divine mercy through Christ, and 
with benevolence to our fellow-creatures, 
let us draw near to the table of the Lord, 
and pray to the Spirit of truth to guide 
our hearts, to enlighten our understand- 
ing, and to du-ect us in the way of eternal 
salvation. 
Now, to God, &c. 



THE END. 
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